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The  Most  Memorable  of  All  Conventions 

By  J.  P.  WATSON,  Chinook 


The  U.  F.  A.  Convention  of  1924  so  far  sui-passes  previous 
Conventions,  \'iewed  from  any  angle,  that  comparisons  are 
an  utter  impossibility.  The  tone  from  the  outset  was  high, 
and  the  debating  classic. 

According  to  current  gossip  the  movement  was  hors  de 
combat.  The  meeting  in  Edmonton,  it  was  said,  was  to  be 
held  merely  to  perform  certain  obsequies.  The  renmant  of 
partyism  took  its  stand,  hat  in  hand,  waiting  for  the  cortege 
to  pass.  But,  ah!  for  the  bad  habit  of  looking  too  intently 
upon  appearances.  Where  death  was  predicated  there  was 
found  only  a  mighty,  throbbing  life.  A  fraternal  delegate 
expressed  the  feeling  of  the  delegates  very  nicely  when  he 
referred  to  the  U.  F.  A.  as  "a  very  lively  corpse." 
FULL  AND  FREE  DISCUSSION 

Was  there  ever  a  Convention  in  the  memoiy  of  the  oldest 
"Convention-goer"  which  got  down  so  deliberately  to  the 


work  in  hand?  Was  ever  previous  Convention  so  tolei'ant, 
or  so  jealous  as  a  whole  for  the  rights  of  full  and  free  dis- 
cussion? Can  one  recall  a  time  when  delegates  manifested 
so  much  real  intelligence — not  in  spasmodic  flashes,  but  pre- 
ponderating in  all  the  discussions  from  start  to  finish? 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  our  farm  people  are  proud  today 
of  their  organization?  From  that  historic  gathering  in  Ed- 
monton has  emanated  hope  and  courage  in  great  degree. 
The  power  of  a  new-found  faith  is  already  sweeping  in  end- 
less waves  across  the  prairies  from  Local  to  Local,  refresh- 
ing our  rural  life  like  summer  showers. 
BANKING  DEBATE  IN  BOLD  RELIEF 

Space  is  not  available  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
many  activities.    Some  things  stand  out,  however,  in  bold 
relief,  and  the  debate  on  banking,  for  instance,  will  live  long 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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BOOK 
hasifelped  over 

.Formers 


Farming,  like  any  other  business,  develops 
unsuspected  leakages  through  which  many 
dollars  of  hard  earned  profits  are  lost.  In- 
adequate farm  buildings  and  lack  of  adequate 
farm  improvements  take  a  tremendous  toll 
from  your  farm  profits,  but  over  200,000 
Canadian  farmers  have  discovered  how  to 
make  fai-ming  more  profitable  by  following 
the  simple  directions  contained  in  our  free 
book — "What  the  Farmer  can  do  with  Con- 
crete." 

This  valuable  book  contains  100  pages  of 
plans  and  instructions  for  building  Concrete 
houses,  feeding  floors,  manure  pits,  walks, 
bam  floors,  silos,  poultry,  ice  and  milk 
houses,  feeding  floors,  manure  pits,  walks, 
etc.,  that  cannot  bum  or  decay.  Concrete 
buildings  are  permanent,  fire-safe,  vermin- 
proof  and  sanitary.  They  eliminate  repair 
bills  and  increase  your  farm  profits. 

Send  for  (his  FREE  booklet  today.  Just  put  your  name 
and  address  on  the  coupon  below  and  mail  it  to  us. 

Ceuiada  Cement  Company  Limited 

Canada  Cement  Company  Building 
335S  Phillips  Square  Montreal 
Sales  Offices  at 
Montreal  Toronto 
Winnipeg  Calgary 


CEMEDST 


Canada  Cement  can  bo 
secured  from  over  2,000 
dealers  in  nearly  every 
city,  town  and  village  in 
Canada,  If  you  cannot 
locate  a  convenient 
dealer,  write  our  near- 
•it  sales  office, 


Practise  Thrift 


INVEST  IN 


DEMAND 
SAVINGS 
CERTIFICATES 


Issued  in  Denominations  of  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50,  $75,  $100,  $500,  $1,000  and 
$10,000.   Payable  on  Demand. 

For  further  particulars,  write  or  apply  to 

HON.  R.  G.  REID,  W.  V.  NEWSON, 

Provincial  Treasurer.  Deputy  Provincial  Treasurer. 

Parliament  Buildings,  EDMONTON,  ALBERTA. 


Write  for  "^ree  Plan  Folder 

showing  Houses  and  Barns  designed 
especially  for  the  Northwest. 
We  Quote  Delivered  Prices 
for  Mill  graded  Lumber,  Shingles, 
Lath,  Millwork  for  either  our  plans, 
your  own  plans  or  on  your  Bill  of 
Material. 

Order    Now.    Prices    Are  Down. 
Hauling  Is  Easy. 

Tenth  year  in  business.  Every  piece 
guaranteed  as  to  grade.  No  middle- 
men's profits.   


Special   Prices  and  Club  Order 
Service  to  U.F.A.  Locals. 


I 


Farmers'  Mutual  Lumber  Co.  Ltd. 

Tower  BIdg.  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Capital  $100,000.    Bankers:  Royal  Bank 
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EDITORIAL 


THE  CONVENTION 

The  proceedings  at  this  year's  Convention  could  not  be  more 
occurately  epitomized,  and  the  spirit  and  tone  of  the  Con- 
vention could  not  be  more  vividly  expressed,  than  they  are 
m  the  brief  retrospective  sketch  by  J.  P.  Watson,  of  Chinook, 
one  of  the  delegates,  which  is  published  on  the  front  page 
of  this  issue.  In  tolerance,  in  concentration  upon  the  busi- 
ness in  hand,  in  the  determination  of  the  delegates  to  allow 
fair  play  for  every  argument  and  for  every  point  of  view, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  present  a  united  front  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  common  enemy,  the  Convention  of  1924  surpassed 
all  its  predecessors.  Farmers,  as  Mr.  Watson  points  out,  are 
"learning  to  train  their  guns  on  their  enemies — ^not  on  each 
other." 

*       *  * 

In  order  that  members  throughout  the  Province  might  re- 
ceive as  complete  a  report  as  possible  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  Annual  Convention,  delegates  by  unanimous  vote  passed 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  "the  excess  over  the  pool  rate 
be  used  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  larger  edition  of  'The 
U.  F.  A.'  " 

The  vote  of  the  Convention  has  made  possible  the  pub- 


lication of  a  special  Convention  Number,  the  excess  over  the 
pool  rate,  $194.S0,  proving  adequate  to  meet  a  fair  propor- 
tion, though  not  the  whole  of  the  additional  cost  involved. 
As  complete  a  report  as  possible  is  given  of  the  principal 
debates  and  of  the  other  features  of  the  Convention.  The 
general  account  of  proceedings  cannot,  unfortunately,  be 
completed  in  the  current  issue,  and  publication  of  a  number 
of  important  reports  is  also  necessarily  postponed. 

»       *'  » 

In  choosing  Robert  Gardiner,  the  Federal  member  for 
Medicine  Hat,  to  act  as  Convention  chairman,  the  delegates 
made  no  mistake.  Under  his  control  proceedings  were  con- 
ducted with  dignity,  and  business  disposed  of  as  rapidly  as  it 
could  be  disposed  of,  with  due  regard  to  the  necessities  of 
fiee  and  open  debate.  Mr.  Gardiner's  success  was  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  fact  that  every  delegate  on  the  floor 
retained  complete  confidence  in  his  fairness  and  in  his  im- 
partiality as  chairman. 

*  *  * 

During  the  past  few  days  we  have  received  from  corres- 
pondents a  number  of  letters  in  which  the  Convention  is  dis- 
cussed in  a  constructive  way,  and  we  greatly  regret  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  pubUsh  any  of  them  in  this  issue.  Puolica- 
tion  'of  much  valuable  material  received  from  Locals  and 
District  Associations,  relative  to  the  progress  of  che  drives, 
is  also  necessarily  postponed.  All  reports  indicate  that  the 
drive  is  gaining  in  momentum.  "Talk  about  farmers 
giving  up  the  organization,"  writes  the  president  of  Glen- 
woodville  Local  (and  his  letter  is  typical  of  many  others) 
"well,  I  guess  not!  Never  before  was  such  determination, 
written  in  the  faces  of  our  local  workers  as  they  faced 
thirty  below  weather  and  overcame  all  obstacles  in  order  to 
bring  our  membership  up  to  strength." 

*  *  * 

The  Convention  adopted  a  resolution  in  the  following 
terms : 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  membership  drives 
staged  by  many  Locals  and  District  Associations  during  the  last 
two  months,  have  been  so  successful  that  their  continuance  duriny 
the  remainder  of  the  winter,  and  throughout  the  year,  is  gre.itly 
to  be  desired  in  the  interests  of  the  organization; 

"And  that  this  Convention  recommend  that  this  effort  be 
sustained." 

*  *  * 

The  Convention  itself  has  apparently  given  an  impetus  to 
Local  activity  everywhere.  While  it  is  not  possible  for  the  mo- 
ment to  give  to  Local  news  the  space  which  it  deserves,  we  trust 
that  Local  secretaries  and  the  membership  generally  will  continue 
to  place  at  our  disposal  information  upon  their  winter  activities, 
for  use  as  opportunity  occurs. 

HE  Hi 

The  Liberal  organizer  for  the  Province  spent  much  of  his  time 
during  Convention  week  as  a  spectator  among  the  visitors  at  the 
rear  of  the  hall.  No  doubt  he  was  duly  impressed  by  the  farmers' 
original  way  of  conducting  the  obsequies.  R.  B.  Bennett  al.so 
paid  a  short  visit. 

*  *  * 

The  Calgary  Herald  is  calling  attention  to  the  seriousness  of 
the  taxation  problem.  The  heaviest  burden  of  taxation  upon  the 
people  of  the  West,  is  the  burden  of  tariff  taxation.  We  trust 
that  the  Herald  will  direct  its  main  effort  to  the  lightening  of 
this  burden. 

*  *  * 

Any  conference  of  interests  concerned  in  the  settlement  of 
the  harbor  dues  question  at  Vancouver,  if  such  a  conference  take 
place,  should  be  constituted  in  a  regular  way  by  the  Governments 
and  the  business  interests  concerned.  More  satisfactory  results 
may  be  expected  from  such  a  conference  than  from  any  informal 
conference  Instituted  by  members  of  Parliament. 

5(:  *  * 

The  Edmonton  Bulletin  remarks  that  there  is  "reason  why 
the  head  of  the  U.  F.  A.  should  also  be  chairman  of  the  directors 
of  the  Wheat  Pool,"  and  adds,  "The  Pool  is  the  child  of  the  or- 
ganization, and  the  TJ.  F.  A.  will  be  held  responsible  for  its  con- 
duct and  results  in  any  case." 
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The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  Sixteenth 

Annual  Convention 

Concentration  Upon  a  Few  Subjects  of  Outstanding  Importance  Feature  of  Business  Sessions 

in  Edmonton  This  Year 


With  approximately  600  delegates  in 
attendance,  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alber- 
ta was  held  in  the  G.  W.  V.  A.  Memorial 
Hall,  Edmonton,  from  January  15th  to 
18th.  Concentration  in  debate  upon  a 
few  subjects  of  outstanding  importance, 
formed  one  of  the  features  of  this  year's 
Convention.  Fewer  than  a  hundred 
resolutions  were  discussed,  as  compared 
with  two  or  three  times  as  many  in  some 
former  years.  The  resolutions  on  credit 
and  finance  and  banking  called  forth  one 
of  the  strongest  debates.  The  considera- 
tion of  practical  measures  to  be  taken 
to  assure  the  development  of  co-opera- 
tive marketing  in  all  the  products  of  the 
farm,  formed  one  of  the  main  points  of 
interest  in  the  Convention.  Statements 
presented  to  the  Convention  showed  that 
the  membership  of  the  association  was 
11,726  at  the  end  of  November  last,  and 
that  dues  since  received  for  1923,  had 
raised  the  total  to  considerably  more 
than  14,200.  Later  figures  show  an  in- 
crease to  14,466. 

Promptly  at  10  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  January  ISth,  President  Wood  called 
the  Convention  to  order.  After  the  singing 
of  "O,  Canada,"  by  the  assembled  dele- 
gates, Rev.  G.  A.  Clarke  of  Edmonton 
pronounced  the  invocation,  and  addresses 
of  welcome  were  delivered  by  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Brett  and  Mayor  Blatchford. 
Robert  Gardiner,  M.P.,  was  then  elected 
chairman,  and  he  was  assisted  through- 
out the  Convention  by  a  number  of  others 
elected  by  the  delegates  from  each  Feder- 
al Constituency,  Messrs.  W.  J.  Jackman, 
E.  J.  Garland,  M.P.,  S.  S.  Sears,  and  H. 
MacKenzie  being  called  upon  to  take  the 
chair  as  occasion  arose.  H.  E.  G.  H. 
iS'Cholefield,  the  Viceipresident,  acted  as 
Convention  Secretary. 

Convention  Committees. 

The  following  Convention  committees 
were  elected:  Order  of  Business,  S.Lunn, 
A.  F.  Aitken,  C.  Jensen;  Resolutions,  A. 
R.  Brown,  H.  C.  McDaniel,  C.  H.  Mac- 
Farquhar;  Credentials,  J.  C.  Buckley,  M. 
L.A.,  G.  E.  Roose,  C.  H.  Harris;  Re- 
drafting, W.  J.  Jackman,  John  Slattery, 
G.  L.  Carpender. 

President  Wood  then  delivered  his  an- 
nual address,  which  is  published  else-' 
where  in  this  issue.  The  address  was 
adopted,  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Sears,  president 
of  the  U.F.W.A.,  next  addressed  the  Con- 
vention, presenting  a  vision  of  the  fu- 
ture possibilities  of  the  organization,  of 
what  can  and  will  be  accomplished  in 
future  years. 

"In  addressing  this  Convention  today," 
said  Mrs.  M.  L.  Sears,  "I  should  like  to 
present  to  all  our  members  a  vision  of 
what  may  be  accompUshed  by  our  or- 
ganization— of  what  we  can  and  will  ac- 
complish in  years  to  come,  in  association 
with  others,  by  establishing  our  industry 
and  our  citizenship  upon  the  firm  and 
enduring  basis  of  co-operation  in  all  our 
activities  as  farmers  and  as  farm  women. 

"Let  us  consider  that,  at  a  Convention 
to  be  held  a  few  years  hence,  we  are 
reviewing  the  past  history  of  a  success- 
ful co-operative  movement,  that  we  are 


able  to  see  in  perspective  the  situation 
as  it  is  in  1923 — the  Wheat  Pool  in  its 
early  stages,  and  its  subsequent  develop- 
ment; the  Cattle  Pool  of  1923,  and  its 
later  expansion;  the  progress  which  a 
few  years  will  have  made  possible  in  the 
co-operative  marketing  of  other  products 
of  the  farm.  And  let  us  consider  also 
the  progress  which,  in  the  course  of  a. 
number  of  years,  will  have  been  made, 
we  hope,  in  the  development  of  the 
qualities  of  citizenship,  both  in  a  local 
sense  and  in  the  larger  affairs  of  our 
Province,  our  country  and  the  world." 

Mrs.  Sears  reviewed  the  situation  of 
the  U.  F.  A.  at  the  end  of  1923,  in  retro- 
spect from  the  standpoint  of  a  future 
Convention. 

"We  had  set  our  feet  upon  the  high- 
way," she  said.  "We  had  sent  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Dominion  Parliament. 
We  had  elected  a  Farmer  Government. 
'Too  much  power',  said  the  politician. 
'Too  much  power',  said  the  Liberals  and 
Conservatives.  *We  must  lay  them  low'. 
They  had  succeeded  earlier  in  Ontario 
(for  the  time  being  only)  and  were  con- 
fident of  success  here. 

United  Against  the  U.  F.  A. 

"Strange  that  though  they  were  all 
willing  to  knife  each  other  in  the  back 
to  gain  more  power  for  themselves,  they 
all  united  to  destroy  the  leaders  of  our 
organization  and  Government.  Not 
openly!  Oh,  no!  They  were  crafty 
enough  to  know  that  would  destroy  their 
own  ends.  Quietly  and  insidiously,  sow- 
ing suspicion  here,  forming  prejudice 
there,  printing  misstatements,  insinua- 
tions, exaggerations,  the  undermining  of 
confidence  in  farmer  organizations  was 
fostered.  The  indifference  of  many  of 
the  members  to  the  welfare  of  the  group 
was  fertile  soil  for  this  propaganda. 


H.   E,  G.   H.  SCHOLEFIELD 
R8-elected  Vice-President 


"The  strange  thing  is  that  everyone 
knew  that  dissension  and  extravagance 
had  marked  every  other  Government,  yet 
the  Farmer  Government  was  expected  to 
carry  on  without  a  mistake,  lessening 
taxation,  reducing  debt,  changing  old 
laws,  enacting  new  ones  according  to  the 
varying  ideas  of  a  thousand  and  one  in- 
dividuals, no  two  in  agreement." 

Going  on  to  deal  with  co-operative 
marketing,  and  its  development  since 
1923,  Mrs.  Sears'  retrospect  indicated 
that  manifold  benefits  from  this  concen- 
tration of  forces  in  marketing  had  been 
received;  the  price  of  wheat  was  no  long- 
er controlled  by  speculation,  but  negoti- 
ated by  the  Pool;  mills  and  steamship 
lines  were  owned  by  the  Pool;  the  high 
rate  of  interest  on  the  enormous  sums  of 
money  borrowed  to  operate  the  Pool  was 
saved  through  the  Producers'  Bank. 

A  cattle  Pool  no  less  successful  than 
the  Wheat  Pool,  and  a  co-operative  mar- 
keting agency  to  handle  poultry  and  eggs, 
had  become  all  embracing  in  their  scope. 

Mrs.  Sears  went  on  to  indicate  lines 
of  future  progress  in  matters  of  public 
health,  home  building,  and  discussed  the 
special  contribution  which  women  might 
m^e  to  the  development  of  a  balanced 
civilization. 

President  Presents  Junior  Report 

The  report  of  the  Junior  Branch 
was  presented  by  the  president  of 
the  junior  organization,  Donald  Cam- 
eron, Junior,  and  the  Convention  ex- 
pressed its  appreciation  of  this  very 
able  presentation  of  the  work  of  the 
Juniors.  Attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  Junior  Branch  report  was 
presented  this  year,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  U.F.A.,  by  the 
Junior  president. 

Following  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  John  W.  Ward,  Secretary  of 
the  Canadian  Council  of  AgricultuW, 
presented  his  report  for  the  year. 

Reception  of  the  report  of  the  Market- 
ing Committee,  and  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Newspaper  Committee 
and  the  Financial  Statement,  occupied 
a  considerable  part  of  the  Tuesday  _af- 
tei-noon  session.  Reports  on  resolutions 
dealing  with  Federal  and  Provincial 
matters  were  also  received. 

Financial  Statements. 

The  revenue  statement,  as  at  Novem- 
ber 30th,  1923,  showed  a  total  revenue 
for  the  eleven  months  of  S33,380.20,  of 
which  $31,176.63  was  received  in  pay- 
ment of  dues  and  donations,  while  the 
balance  comprised  interest.  Convention 
surplus,  mimeographing  work  done  for 
Locals  and  miscellaneous  items._  The 
statement  showed  that  after  paying  the 
Association's  expenses  for  the  period, 
and  setting  aside  a  reserve  of  $1,445.3'5 
to  provide  for  the  possible  loss  of  part 
of  the  funds  on  deposit  in  the  Home 
Bank  at  the  time  of  its  suspension,  there 
remained  a  surplus  of  $1,505.45.  The 
balance  sheet  showed  assets — Cash,  Vic- 
tory bonds  and  other  securities,  various 
accounts  receivable  and  inventories  of 

(Continued  on  page  8) 


February  1st,  1924 


THE      U.  F.  A. 


Page  Five 


Convention  Rejects  Proposal  to  Establish 
Bank  Owned  by  Alberta  Government 

Vigorous  Debate  Precedes  Action  by  Annual  Convention  Upon  Resolution  Calling  Upon  Provincial 

Government  to  Make  Application  for  Dominion  Charter 


After  occupying  the  foreground  in 
debate  for  a  period  of  almost  two  days, 
during  which  advocates  and  opponents 
of  the  plan  to  establish  a  chartered  bank 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  Alberta 
Government,  were  heard  with  close  at- 
tention by  delegates  and  visitors  who 
filled  the  G.  W.  V.  A.  Memorial  Hall,  the 
proposal  was  defeated  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, January  17th,  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  delegates  attending  the 
Annual  Convention.  Prior  to  the  vote  on 
the  main  resolution,  the  Convention  voted 
down  by  a  substantial  majority  a  sub- 
stitute motion  which  called  upon  the 
Central  Board  of  the  U.  F.  A.  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  co-operate  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Provincial  Government, 
and  to  prepare  a  report  on  this  subject 
to  be  submitted  to  the  next  Annual  Con- 
vention. The  substitute  motion  was  in- 
troduced by  George  Bevington,  and  its 
adoption  moved  from  the  floor  of  the 
Convention  by  A.  L.  Blue  of  Rosyth. 
After  this  had  been  defeated  the  main 
resolution  received  a  very  small  number 
of  votes. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  discussion, 
a  report  from  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, dealing  with  the  banking  resolu- 
tion passed  by  last  year's  Convention, 
was  presented,  the  Government  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  "a  Provincial  bank 
cannot  deal  with  the  solution  of  financial 
reform  in  a  fundamental  way,"  and  that, 
"the  solution  must  be  founded  on  a  Do- 
minion basis."  This  report,  which  was 
read  during  the  Tuesday  evening  session 
by  Mr.  Scholefield,  was  in  full  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Government's  Report 
"Without  referring  in  detail    to  the 
clauses  of  the  Provincial  Bank  resolu- 
tion, passed  at  the  last  Convention,  in 
effect  it  asks:  " 

'That  the  Provincial  Government 
secure  a  charter  under  the  Dominion 
Bank  Act  and  establish  a  Provincial 
Bank  with  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges granted  by  that  act,  includ- 
ing the  issue  of  paper  money.' 
"In  principle  this  resolution  differs 
very  materially  from  other  resolutions 
passed  by  Conventions  in  recent  years  on 
the  subject  of  banking. 

"In  1919  this  Convention  went  on 
record  as  favoring  the  establishment  in 
the  Province  of  a  system  of  small  com- 
munity banks  under  Provincial  regula- 

^^"'In  1920  the  resolution  endorsed  the 
idea  of  the  extension  of  the  Rural  Credit 
Society. 

"In  1921  the  Convention  went  on 
record  as  in  favor  of  the  nationalization 
of  the  banking  and  credit  system. 

"The  scheme  embodied  in  each  of  these 
resolutions  has  its  exponents  and  sup- 
porters in  the  Province  today  among 
those  who  have  directed  their  attention 
to  the  extremely  difficult  and  involved 
question  of  financial  and  banking  reform. 
Should  Be  Demonstrated 

"Having  regard  to  these  differences 
of  opinion,  before  undertaking  any  such 


far-reaching  financial  venture  as  a  Gov- 
ernment enterprise,  especially  at  a  time 
when  the  Province  is  passing  through 
such  an  extreme  economic  and  financial 
crisis,  both  with  respect  to  private  and 
governmental  conditions,  the  Government 
might  reasonably  expect  that  it  should 
be  demonstrated  in  a  practical  way, 
apart  from  mere  theoretical  discussion, 
and  supported  by  some  well  thought  out 
and  detailed  scheme,  that  such  an  enter- 
prise would  very  substantially  improve 
the  economic  condition  of  the  people  of 
the  Province;  that  it  would  extend  credit 
beyond  what  is  now  available  and  to 
those  to  whom  it  is  not  now  available 
and  at  a  lower  cost,  and  furthermore, 
being  mindful  that  any  failure  would 
bring  serious  consequences  to  the  rate- 
payers of  this  Province,  there  should  be 
a  clear  definition  of  the  amount  of  capi- 
tal that  would  be  required — not  merely 
to  start  in  a  small  way — but  to  carry 
such  enterprise  to  its  logical  conclusion 
to  enable  it  to  accomplish  what  is  ex- 
pected of  it  in  competition  with  the 
chartered  banks  of  the  Province  as  well 
as  the  other  sources  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  making  loans. 

"In  the  absence  of  any  such  plan  the 
Government  has  given  the  resolution 
careful  thought  and  consideration  and  is 
of  the  opinion  that  neither  the  difficul- 
ties and  weaknesses  nor  the  alleged  ad- 
vantage of  the  proposal  have  been  suf- 
ficiently considered. 

"The  legal  difficulties  involved  in  such 
a  scheme  are  very  considerable.  For 
example,  without  going  into  detail,  how 
clauses  five  and  six  of  the  resolution 
which  require  control  by  the  Government 
through  a  commission  could  possibly  be 
worked  out  in  view  of  clauses  eleven 
and  twenty  of  the  new  Dominion  Act 
which  defines  the  qualifications  of  the 
controlling  board,  the  directors  as  'bona- 
fide  subscribers  for  stock  for  and  on  his 
behalf  to  become  the  absolute  and  sole 
owner  in  his  individual  right  of  such 
stock  and  not  as  trustee  or  in  the  right 
of  another,  the  amount  of  the  paid-up 
value  of  stock  being  from  $3,000  to 
$5,000,  depending  on  capitalization.' 

"Furthermore,  the  Government  in 
such  an  enterprise  would  be  in  the  anom- 
alous position  of  one  governmental  body 
attempting  to  administer  a  business  with 
respect  to  v/hich,  by  the  British  North 
America  Act,  there  is  given  to  another 
governmental  body,  possibly  differing 
widely  from  it  politically  and  otherwise, 
the  exclusive  right,  not  only  to  make 
laws  but  also  to  enact  regulations  cover- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  business,  and  it  is 
expected,  as  a  result  of  the  Home  Bank 
failure,  the  right  to  a  much  closer  audit 
and  investigation. 

Rediscounting  Privileges 

"The  Government  believes  that  in  the 
public  discussion  of  the  resolution  here- 
tofore too  much  reliance  has  been  placed 
on  the  rediscounting  privileges  of  such 
a  bank  so  as  to  create  an  impression  that 
its  loaning  power  may   be   vastly  in- 


creased by  the  rediscounting  of  its  se- 
curities. The  1923  amendments  to  the 
Finance  Act  provide: 

"Section  3.  That  the  Minister  may  re- 
quest the  trustees  of  the  Central  Gold 
Reserves  to  make  valuation  of  and  re- 
commendation as  to  the  amount  which, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees,  may 
properly  be  advanced  on  any  securities 
offered  in  pledge  under  this  act. 

"Section  5.  Promissory  notes  accepted 
as  pledge  shall  mature  not  later  than  six 
months  from  the  time  at  which  they  are 
pledged,  and, 

"Section  6.  All  advances  shall  be  for 
a  period  not  exceeding  one  year, 

"It  must  be  evident  from  these  amend- 
ments that  the  Dominion  Government 
may  provide  a  very  effective  regulation 
of  the  privileges  of  discount.  Moreover, 
such  provision,  together  with  the  neces- 
sity for  a  safe  and  stable  administration, 
must  require  that  loans  be  only  made  on 
substantial  security,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  clear  how  a  Provincial  Bank  can 
offer  credit  facilities  beyond  what  is 
now  available  from  the  chartered  banks. 

"The  Government  believes  that  a  Pro- 
vincial Bank  cannot  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  financial  reform  in  a  funda- 
mental way  and  the  solution  must  be 
founded  on  a  Dominion  basis.  Any  ad- 
vantage which  is  attributed  to  a  Pro- 
vincial Bank  by  its  exponents  may  be 
brought  about  by  the  regulation  of  the 
present  chartered  banks. 

Long  Term  Credit  Scheme 

"The  Government  views  with  approval 
the  investigation  now  being  held  by  the 
Dominion  Government  in  the  matter  of 
intermediate  and  long  term  credits.  The 
Provincial  Government  has  intimated  its 
readiness  to  co-operate  in  working  out 
reform  in  this  field  and  has  been  giving 
the  matter  careful  consideration.  The 
Government  believes  at  this  time  and 
under  present  conditions,  it  can  make 
its  best  contribution  by  directing  its  at- 
tention and  its  efforts  to  provision  for 
long  term  rural  credits,  and  is  hopeful 
that  in  the  very  near  future,  whatever 
may  result  from  the  present  Dominion 
enquiry,  it  will  be  able  to  bring  into 
effect  to  some  extent  at  least  a  prac- 
tical long  term  credit  scheme." 

The  Main  Resolution 

Following  the  reception  of  the  Gov- 
ernment report,  a  resolution  drafted  by 
a  committee  of  delegates  interested  in 
the  banking  resolutions,  was  read  to  the 
Convention,  and  adoption  moved  and 
seconded.    The  resolution  read: 

"Whereas,  we  have  recently  b^en  given 
further  proof  of  the  fact  that  banking  in- 
stitutions owned  and  controlled  by  private 
enterprise  are  not  conducted  in  the  Interest 
of  the  public,  and, 

"Whereas,  the  U.  F.  A.  has  been  pressing 
the  Alberta  Government  to  establish  a  Pro- 
vincial bank  in  years  past; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on 
record  as  favoring  the  establishment  of  a 
chartered  bank,  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  Provincial  Government,  and, 
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Committee  of  Seven  Will  Survey  Field  of 

Co-operative  Marketing 

Convention  Asks  Executive  to  Appoint  Committee  With  Power  to  Organize  Different  Commodities— Mr. 
Brownlee  Believes  Three  Main  Pools  Will  Meet  Alberta's  Needs 


Judging  by  the  enthusiastic  support 
given  by  the  Annual  Convention  to 
proposals  looking  to  the  extension  of  the 
field  of  co-operative  marketing  to  all 
the  products  of  the  farm,  by  the  thought- 
ful consideration  given  to  this  subject 
both  in  the  Convention  and  at  the 
luncheon  addressed  by  Mr.  Brownlee 
during  Convention  week,  and  by  the 
resolutions  on  this  subject  adopted  by 
the  Convention,  the  year  1924  promises 
to  mark  important  new  advances  by  the 
farmers  of  Alberta  in  their  efforts  to 
solve  the  difficult  but  pressingly  im- 
portant problems  of  marketing. 

It  was  obviously  the  opinion  of  the 
Convention  that  the  U.  F.  A.,  which  has 
been  the  prime  mover  in  all  co-operative 
enterprise,  should  continue  to  use  the 
machinery  which  it  has  built  up,  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  marketing  organ- 
izations, and  that  as  close  co-operation 
and  co-ordination  as  possible  should  be 
maintained  at  all  times  between  the  asso- 
ciation and  the  undertakings,  including 
the  Wheat  Pool,  launched  mainly  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  association  or 
under  its  auspices. 

Two  Main  Resolutions 

The  subject  of  co-operative  marketing 
in  general,  apart  from  the  Wheat  Pool, 
was  dealt  with  in  two  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Convention,  and  in  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  U.  F.  W.  A.  Convention 
and  afterwards  endorsed  by  the  main 
Convention.  All  were  adopted  unani- 
mously. In  one  of  these  the  Convention 
asked  the  Executive  of  the  U.  F.  A.  "to 
appoint  a  committee  of  seven  to  survey 
the  field  of  co-operative  marketing, 
mth  power  to  organize  the  different 
commodities  under  the  Co-operative 
Marketing  system."  Another  resolution, 
which  was  submitted  by  the  Buffalo 
Lake  Local,  was  in  the  following  terms: 

Whereas,  the  livestock  industry  of  Al- 
berta is  now  and  will  continue  to  be  of  first 
importance    to   agriculture,  and, 

Whereas,  it  is  imperative  that  the  cost  of 
production  of  farm  products  must  be  re- 
duced, and. 

Whereas,  the  cost  of  food  stuffs  to  the 
workers  must  be  reduced,  and, 

Whereas,  it  has  been  found  that  the  co- 
operative marketing  of  livestock  is  the 
economical  way  of  marketing  by  eliminat- 
ing unnecessary  middlemen,  and. 

Whereas,  there  are  now  several  livestock 
shipping  associations  in  the  Province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Con- 
vention go  on  record  urging  all  existing 
livestock  shipping  associations  to  get  to- 
gether and  draft  a  uniform  contract  to  be 
used  in  the  entire  Province  and  to  agree  on 
putting  all  shipments  through  one  channel 
of  trade,  and  further. 

That  this  Convention  urge  all  U.  P.  A. 
Locals  not  now  organized  for  co-operative 
shipping  of  stock  to  use  their  influence  to 
this  end.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  U.  F.  M.  and  the  Saskatchewan 
Grain  Growers'  Association. 

Delegates  Confer  at  Luncheon 

The  action  of  the  U.  F.  W.  A.  on  co- 
operative marketing  will  be  dealt  with 
in  a  later  issue. 

The  resolutions  were  presented  to  the 
Convention  on  Friday,  following  import- 
ant conferences  of  delegates  and  others, 
held  in  the  city  of  Edmonton.  Probably 
the  most  largely  attended  gathering  of 


EGG  AND  POULTRY  POOL  FIRST? 

The  committee  of  seven  called  for  in 
the  abcve  resolution  Is  not  yet  com- 
plete. The  members  who  have  been 
appointed  have  ascertained  after 
meetings  with  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment and  the  Egg  and  Poultry 
Marketing  Service  that  Immediate 
action  on  a  large  scale  can  be  taken 
in  respect  to  these  commodities,  and 
that  the  Service  can  be  placed  on  a 
co-operative  pool  basis  as  soon  as  the 
method  of  Incorporation  has  been  de- 
cided on.  A  Provisional  Board  will  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Service.  It  Is  hoped  that 
a  definite  announcement  in  regard  to 
this  matter  can  be  made  In  "The 
U.F.A."  at  an  early  date. 


fai-mers,  apart  from  the  attendance  at 
the  main  Convention,  held  during  the 
whole  period  of  Convention  week,  took 
place  on  Friday  noon,  at  a  luncheon  at 
which  Mr.  Brownlee  outlined  briefly  the 
conclusions  reached  by  himself  and  Mr. 
Reid,  after  an  inquiry,  in  Alberta  and  in 
a  number  of  States  south  of  the  inter- 
national boundary,  into  the  problems  of 
co-operative  marketing.  The  dining 
room  which  had  been  engaged  for  the 
occasion  proved  inadequate  to  accom- 
modate at  luncheon  more  than  half  of 
the  delegates  who  wished  to  attend,  but 
those  who  were  excluded  from  the 
luncheon  returned  in  time  to  hear  the 
address,  and  most  of  them  found  stand- 
ing room,  about  125  persons  in  all  being 
present.  S.  S.  Sears,  who  was  in  the 
chair,  explained  that  the  arrangements 
had  originally  been  made  by  a  group  in- 
terested in  promoting  co-operative  mar- 
keting enterprise. 

Three  Main  Pools 
Mr.  Brownlee  stated  that  after  a  study 
of  the  work  of  co-operative  marketing 


associations  in  the  Coast  States,  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  Alberta 
the  marketing  problem  could  best  be 
worked  out  by  three  main  pools.  The 
Wheat  Pool  was  rapidly  growing,  and  in 
his  opinion  an  Oat  Pool  would  be  a  logi- 
cal development,  bearing  a  share  of  the 
expense  of  the  whole  Pool,  but  having 
a  complete  and  separate  staff  for  the 
selling  end  of  the  business.  Then  the 
Livestock  Pool  of  the  U.  G.  G.  was  being 
developed  in  a  favorable  manner.  Owing 
to  the  conditions  under  which  livestock 
is  marketed,  he  thought  that  marketing 
should  be  on  the  basis  of  the  three  West- 
ern Provinces.  Other  commodities,  such 
as  eggs,  poultry,  cream,  hay,  potatoes, 
were  not  developed  to  a  sufficient  degree 
at  present  to  bear  the  overhead  of  indi- 
vidual pools  for  each,  and  one  main  or- 
ganization should  be  set  up,  which 
would  make  a  complete  survey  of  the 
Province  and  have  power  to  organize 
such  commodities  as  the  survey  indi- 
cated had  sufficient  volume  to  justify 
organization.  Mr.  Brownlee  declared 
that  the  Government  was  thoroughly  in- 
terested, and  offered  every  assistance. 

Speaking  of  the  inquiry  last  year  in 
the  Coast  States,  Mr.  Brownlee  said  that 
he  found  every  farm  product  there  highly 
specialized,  and  each  commodity  was  in 
a  position  to  bear  its  overhead  expense. 
As  many  as  45,000  hens  were  kept  on 
40  acres  of  land  in  some  instances.  In 
Northern  Coast  States  a  beginning  was 
being  made  in  the  marketing  of  potatoes, 
tomatoes,  etc.,  through  one  co-operative 
organization. 

Mr.  Brownlee  was  followed  by  N.  S. 
Smith,  M.L.A.  of  Olds,  who  spoke  on  the 
development  of  co-operative  creameries. 


Members  Who  Were  Always  on  the 
Firing  Line  at  Ottawa 

McMaster  Pays  High  Tribute  to  Courage  and  Disinterested  Service  of 

Alberta  Members 


"I  have  been  associated  with  the  Al- 
berta members  at  Ottawa,  and  judging 
the  men  and  women  of  Alberta  by  their 
representatives  in  Parliament,  I  have 
conceived  a  very  high  opinion  of  the 
people  of  this  Province,"  declared  An- 
drew McMaster,  M.P.  for  Brome,  in  the 
course  of  his  address  at  the  Annual  Con- 
vention. 

"I  can  tell  Premier  Oliver,"  said  Mr. 
McMaster,  "that  the  members  from  Al- 
berta were  always  on  the  firing  line, 
courageously  advocating  the  views  of 
those  men  and  women  who  sent  them  to 
Ottav/a.  They  were  free  members  of 
Parliament,  courageously  doing  their 
duty  as  they  conceived  it.  Farmers  of 
the  Western  Prairies  make  the  best  shock 
troops  against  the  castles  of  privilege." 

With  reference  to  the  fight  on  his 
resolution,  stipulating  that  members  of 
the  Government  should  not  be  distracted 
by  directorates  in  private  corporations, 
whose  interests  might  conflict  with  the 
ministers'  public  duties,  Mr.  McMaster 


said,  "If  ever  a  boy  needed  a  friend,  I 
needed  one  then.  I  shall  nev&r  forget 
the  support  which  the  members  from  Al- 
berta gave  me  then,  and  two  of  the 
strongest  speeches  were  from  the  mem- 
bers for  the  two  Calgary  constituencies." 
Co-operate  In  Own  Way. 
The  member  for  Brome  said  he  had  a 
great  admiration  for  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  because  they  had  been  able 
to  send  to  Parliament  men  responsible 
to  no  one  but  their  own  consciences  and 
the  people  who  sent  them  there.  "I  am 
not  here  to  advocate  any  change  in  your 
political  machinery,"  he  added,  "but  to 
ask  that  you  co-operate  in  your  own 
way  with  all  who  are  seeking  similar 
ends." 

Referring  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 
into  Agricultural  Conditions,  of  which  he 
was  chairman,  Mr.  McMaster  said,  "I 
had  the  honor  to  be  associated  with  your 
distinguished  chairman  (Robert  Gardin- 
er), and  there  was  no  one  who  did  better 
work,  or  was  nacre  on  his  job  than  he." 
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The  Women's  Convention  in  Retrospect 


By  MISS  J.  B.  KIDD,  Provincial  Secretary 


For  the  tenth  time  the  Alberta  Farm 
Women  have  gathered  from  the  valleys 
of  the  Peace,  the  Red  Deer,  the  Battle 
and  the  Bow  and  from  all  the  interven- 
ing stretches  of  prairie,  brush  land,  tim- 
ber and  rolling  plain,  to  discuss  the 
problems  of  their  lives,  the  goal  of  their 
ambitions  and  the  heritage  of  just  laws, 
sane  customs  and  beautiful  living  which 
they  are  determined  to  leave  to  the  next 
generation  of  Alberta  citizens.  They 
arose  with  the  dawn,  breakfasted  from 
viands  prepared  by  other  hands  than 
theirs — an  unbelievably  joyous  adven- 
ture— hurried  away  to  exciting  shopping 
expeditions  long  anticipated,  and  devoted 
seven  hours  each  day  to  earnest  discus- 
sion of  the  business  of  their  organization. 

And  what  a  variety  of  subjects  the 
business  of  that  organization  presented! 
Better  schools  for  the  boys  and  girls, 
more  equitable  laws  for  men  and  women, 
beautification  of  the  farm  home,  plans 
for  lending  a  helping  hand  to  those  in 
greater  need  than  themselves,  the  care 
of  the  mentally  unfit,  better  marketing 
systems,  and  the  public  health.  Small 
wonder  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
ask  each  of  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  present  during  the  discussion 
of  subjects  pertaining  to  his  depart- 
ment, and  that  each  found  time  to  linger 
in  the  background  for  a  time  "to  hear 
what  the  women  were  going  to  talk 
about  next!" 

What  subject  interested  the  delegates 
most,  these  farm  women  whose  lives  are 
a  story  of  sacrifice,  of  pioneer  hardship, ' 
of  simple  living,  straight  thinking  and 
hard-earned  achievement?  Some,  smart- 
ing under  legal  injustices  which  had  af- 
fected their  own  or  their  neighbor's 
home,  were  intent  on  legal  questions; 
some,  eager  that  their  small  Jane,  John 
or  Mary  and  all  the  Janes,  Johns  and 
Marys  in  the  Province  should  have  the 


same  educational  advantages  as  those 
provided  in  other  countries  (where  time 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  develop  a  per- 
manent, if  not  a  progressive,  educational 
policy),  discussed  with  feeling  the  prob- 
lems of  the  little  rural  school;  some, 
feeling  the  lack  of  beauty  in  our  hastily 
constructed,  make-shift  prairie  homes, 
eagerly  jotted  down  notes  on  the  culture 
of  small  fruits,  the  most  hardy  roses,  the 
drought  withstanding  varieties  of  cur- 
rants and  raspberries;  others,  experi- 
enced in  the  hardships  of  pioneering  far 
from  nursing  or  medical  "attention,  of- 
fered their  unstinted  praise  to  district 
and  public  health  nurses;  still  others, 
long  isolated  on  a  prairie  farm,  thrilled 
to  hear  the  romance  of  the  great  congress 
of  women  from  all  over  the  world  held 
in  Rome  last  spring,  as  described  by  the 
Canadian  representative.  However  di- 
versified the  primary  interests  of  the 
delegates,  each  of  the  numerous  speak- 
ers received  the  compliment  of  an  audi- 
ence earnestly  attentive,  each  opportun- 
ity for  discussion  was  eagerly  seized 
upon. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta  has 
passed  into  history,  but  it  is  an  event 
which  will  be  long  remembered  by  all 
who  participated.  It  will  be  ratnembered 
by  the  delegartes  because  it  represented 
a  change  in  lives  all  too  monotonous,  be- 
cause it  made  the  farm  women's  organi- 
zation a  functioning,  living,  tangible 
thing.  It  will  be  remembered  by  the 
leaders  of  the  organization  as  a  measure 
of  realization  of  long  desired  but  slowly 
attained  success.  It  will  be  remembered 
by  the  public  as  a  revelation  of  the  in- 
terests and  aspirations  of  that  person 
who  is  seldom  in  the  public  eye,  but  to 
whom  the  public  owes  much,  the  Alberta 
farm  woman. 


The  report  of  the  U.  P.  W.  A.  Con- 
vention will  be  continued   in   the  mid- 
February  issue  of  "The  U.  F.  A." 
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Expenses  of  Plebiscite 
$120,000  Less  Than 
Provincial  Election 

Premier  Greenfield  Corrects  Statement 
Made  in  Address  to  the  U.  F.  A. 
Convention 


Editor,  "The  U.  F.  A." 

In  the  address  made  by  myself  to  tke 
U.  F.  A.  Convention  in  Edmonton,  I 
inadvertently  made  the  statement  that 
the  Plebiscite  held  on  November  5th  last 
cost  the  people  of  the  Province  approxi- 
mately $130,000.00,  and  that  the  previous 
Plebiscite,  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  former  Provincial  Government,  cost 
the  people  of  the  Province  approximately 
$250,000.00. 

The    comparison    should    have  been 
given  as  follows: 
Cost  of  Provincial  election  in 

1921   $250,000.00 

Cost  of  Plebiscite,  November 

5th,  1923    130,000.00 


Difference  $120,000.00 

Comparison  was  given  in  round  figures. 

Total  vote  cast  in  1921  election  175,980 

Total  vote  cast  in  1923  Plebiscite_169,613 

Yours  very  truly, 
Edmonton.  H.  GREENFIELD. 


-o- 


PLEASE  SEND  ADDRESS 

Will  Mr.  Francis  King,  who  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  editor  recently  dealing  with  C.  P.  R. 
land  contracts,  kindly  forward  his  post  office 
address? 
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supplies  and  furniture,  totalling  $13,- 
094.70.  Against  this  are  liabilities 
amounting  to  $11,559.53.  These  include 
the  Home  Bank  account  reserve,  a  loan 
of  $2,500  from  the  Royal  Bank,  $4,020.80 
owing  to  the  United  Grain  Growers, 
Limited,  on  loan  and  current  account, 
and  sundry  trust  accounts  "and  accounts 
payable. 

No  Salary  from  U.  F.  A. 
The  discussion  on  the  financial  state- 
ments revealed  the  fact  that  President 
Wood  has  declined  to  accept  any  salary 
from  the  Association,  since  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  chairmanship  of  the  Wheat 
Pool. 

No  mover  could  be  found  for  a  num- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  amendments 
which  had  been  sent  in  for  consideration. 
By  a  rather  close  vote  a  resolution  sent 
in  by  the  Victoria  Federal  Constituency 
Association,  suggesting  an  important 
change  in  the  method  of  collecting  dues 
to  the  various  branches  of  the  organiza- 
tion, was  carried.  This  asked  the  Cen- 
tral Executive  to  consider  the  advisabil- 
ity of  "making  district  associations  an 
integral  part  of  our  movement,  having 
fees  collected  in  full  with  a  system  of 
rebate  of  a  certain  sum  back  to  the  dis- 
trict associations  for  their  maintenance 
in  accordance  with  their  paid-up  mem- 
bership." 

A  resolution  calling  for  the  reduction 
of  the  membership  fee  to  $1.50  was 
moved  by  Rice  Sheppard,  who  made  ref- 
erence to  certain  suggestions  for  the  re- 
organization of  the  Association  which 
had  been  published  in  the  daily  press, 
under  his  name.  Some  discussion  took 
place  on  the  resolution,  which  was  de- 
feated, only  four  votes  being  recorded  in 
its  favor. 

Year's  Membership  Wlienever  Paid. 

By  the  adoption  of  a  Constitutional 
amendment  from  the  Cochrane  Provin- 
cial Constituency  Association,  the  mem- 
bership fee  will  in  future  give  title  to 
one  year's  membership  in  the  Associa- 
tion from  the  time  at  which  it  is  paid, 
instead  of  for  the  calendar  year.  If 
membei'S  become  in  arrears,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  whenever  dues  were  paid, 
the  period  covered  should  date  back  to 
the  due  date,  whether  this  were  in  Feb- 
ruary, June  or  November,  or  any  other 
month  in  the  year. 

Wm.  Irvine  Speaks  on  Organization. 

The  address  on  the  principles  of  group 
organization,  delivered  by  William  Ir- 
vine, M.P.,  at  the  opening  of  the  Tues- 
day evening  session,  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  notable  features  of  the  Con- 
vention. Tracing  the  development  of 
society  from  its  primitive  forms  to  the 
complex  economic  organization  of  today, 
and  showing  that  at  all  times  economic 
interests  have  foi-med  the  basis  of  po- 
litical grouping,  and  the  basis  of  action 
in  parliaments  and  legislatures,  Mr.  Ir- 
vine contended  that  a  frank  recognition 
of  these  facts  must  form  the  basis  of 
future  organization  for  political,  as  well 
as  for  other  purposes.  "Political  policy" 
said  he,  "is  the  voice  of  your  industrial 
necessity." 

By  lucid  and  forceful  exposition  of  a 
difficult  theme,  and  by  his  caustic  and 
humorous  discussion  of  the  efforts  re- 
cently made  in  Alberta  to  rescusitate  the 
political  parties,  Mr.  Irvine  won  from  the 
audience  a  high  tribute  of  approval,  and 


at  the  close  of  his  address  delegates  ex- 
pressed their  appreciation  by  a  standing 
vote  of  thanks,  by  cheers,  and  by  sing- 
ing. The  speaker  declared  that  while  he 
had  been  informed  that  the  farmers' 
movement  was  sick,  he  had  been  unable 
to  find  any  signs  of  such  a  condition  in 
this  Convention.  But,  nevertheless,  for- 
ty per  cent,  inside  the  Wheat  Pool  and 
sixty  per  cent,  outside  was  not  enough. 
The  U.F.A,  had  another  child,  the  Al- 
berta Government.  "You  may  think  it 
is  a  healthy  child,"  he  said,  "but  that  it 
is  developing  some  characteristics  you  dc 
not  like.  What  can  you  expect?  It 
is  your  child.  You  took  these  men  from 
the  plow  and  gave  them  very  difficult 
tasks.  They  have  done  well.  I  believe 
they  are  carrying  on  the  most  honest 
and  efficient  Government  that  ever  held 
the  reins  of  power  in  Alberta.  Stand 
by  them!    Stick  to  them!" 

Many  delegates  have  requested  that 
Mr.  Irvine's  address  should  be  published 
in  full  in  this  paper,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  at  least  an  adequate  synopsis  could 
be  given  in  the  current  number.  This, 
however,  has  been  found  impossible,  ow- 
ing to  pressure  of  other  matter  directly 
related  to  the  deliberations  and  decisions 
of  the  Convention.  A  verbatim  report 
of  the  speech  was  taken,  with  a  view  to 
its  publication  as  soon  as  opportunity 
occurs. 

No  reference  to  the  address  was  made 
in  the  Edmonton  papers,  and  it  was  un- 
fortunate that  the  broadcasting  equip- 
ment, which  was  available  later  in  the 
evening,  was  not  in  operation  while  this 
address  was  being  delivered,  owing  to 
difficulties  at  the  plant. 

The  debate  on  the  banking  resolution, 
of  which  as  detailed  an  account  as  pos- 
sible is  published  in  this  issue,  commenc- 
ed on  Tuesday  evening  and  was  adjourn- 
ed at  a  late  hour. 

Premier  Oliver  on  Western  Freight 
Rates. 

A  very  able  presentation  of  the  case  for 
the  reduction  of  rates  on  freight  between 
Alberta  and  British  Columbia  points,  to 
equality  with  the  rates  between  this 
Province  and  points  eastward,  was  made 
by  Premier  Oliver  of  British  Columbia 
at  10  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 
Premier  Oliver  based  his  case  largely 
upon  the  terms  under  which  British  Col- 
umbia consented  to  enter  Confederation, 
and  charged  that  the  imposition  of  dis- 
criminatory rates  was  a  breach  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  authorities. 

Premier  Oliver  answered  d  number  of 
questions  from  the  floor,  on  matters 
arising  out  of  his  address.  One  dele- 
gate wished  to  know  how  the  farmers  of 
Alberta  could  have  assurance  that  if 
rates  were  reduced,  the  farmers  would 
receive  the  full  benefit  of  the  reduction. 
"If  they  don't,"  was  the  reply,  "they 
are  turning  too  much  attention  to  farm- 
ing, and  not  enough  to  business." 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  visiting  Pre- 
mier was  carried. 

Nominations  for  President. 

Nominations  for  president  were  called 
for  at  the  customary  hour — noon  on 
Wednesday — and  the  following  nomina- 
tions were  received:  H.  W.  Wood,  Car- 
stairs;  George  Bevington,  Winterbum; 
H.  E.  G.  H.  Scholefield,  Crossfield;  C.  H. 
Harris,  Oyen;  ;S.  Lunn,  Pincher  Creek; 
W.  J.  Jackman,  Bremner.  A  motion 
that  each  candidate  be  asked  to  state 
his  policy  for  the  coming  year  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Scholefield  withdrew  his  name, 
saying  that  the  U.  F.  A.  had  one  man 


who  had  been  president  for  many  years 
and  who  had  done  magnificent  work  for 
the  Association,  a  statement  which  was 
received  with  general  cheers.  Mr.  Lunn 
also  withdrew,  thus  leaving  four  names 
to  go  on  the  ballot  paper. 

Premier  Greenfield  Speaks. 

Owing  to  the  train  on  which  he  re- 
turned from  Ottawa  having  been  delayed, 
Premier  Greenfield  was  unable  to  ad- 
dress the  Convention  on  the  opening  day. 
He  spoke  at  two  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  dealing  with  the  concerted  at- 
tacks which  have  been  made  upon  the 
Government  by  the  political  parties,  and 
with  certain  misrepresentation  in  the 
press.  The  cheers  which  punctuated  his 
address,  and  the  ovation  which  he  re- 
ceived at  its  conclusion,  left  no  doubt  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Convention  upon  the 
nature  of  the  recent  campaign.  The 
chief  Liberal  organizer,  Mr.  Fisher,  was 
an  interested  observer  among  the  visit- 
ors near  the  rear  of  the  hall. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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THE  MOST  MEMORABLE  OF  ALL 
CONVENTIONS 
(Continued  from  page  1) 
in  the  memory  of  the  delegates,  and 
will  prove  a  fruitful  theme  for  discussion 
in  many  quarters  in  the  days  to  come. 
The  problem  was  not  shelved.  Neither 
was  it  deemed  insoluble.  But  the  way  of 
attainment  was  the  vexed  question.  The 
great  hope  in  this  seeming  impasse  lies 
in  the  fact  that  within  the  ranks  of  our 
own  movement  are  the  men  who  will 
ultimately  solve  the  problem. 

The  important  question  of  freight 
rates  was  placed  before  the  Convention 
by  Premier  Oliver,  of  B.  C.  The  dele- 
gates gave  a  qualified  endorsement  of 
the  endeavor  to  equalize  these  Western 
rates,  the  proviso  being  the  necessity  of 
working  also  to  safeguard  the  producer 
in  the  event  of  equalization. 
A  ROLAND  FOR  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA'S  OLIVER 

Premier  Oliver  injected  a  little  bit  of 
politics  into  the  discussion  when  he  at- 
tempted to  pose  as  the  real  champion  of 
the  West,  and  hinted  that  the  Progres- 
sive members  had  been  asleep  at  the 
switch.  Jos.  T.  -Shaw,  of  West  Calgary, 
gave  British  Columbia  a  Roland  for  their 
Oliver  when  he  explained  the  action  of 
the  Alberta  members  during  the  fight 
over  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  agreement, 
and  also  in  quoting  from  the  records  of 
the  Commission  passages  which  showed 
the  B.  C.  representatives  in  quite  another 
light  than  that  of  sole  champions  of  the 
West.  Mr.  Shaw's  effective  come-back 
will  help  to  heighten  the  confidence  of 
Alberta  farmers  in  the  little  group  who 
have  been  humorously  styled  "^he  Twelve 
Apostles." 

FARMERS  LEARN  LESSONS 
IN  GUNNERY 

From  certain  quarters  it  was  freely 
hinted  that  there  would  be  a  "fight"  on 
Wheat  Pool  and  other  matters.  But  as 
an  Irishman  would  express  it — "The 
fight  turned  up  missing."  Farmers  are 
learning  to  train  their  guns  on  their 
enemies — not  on  each  other.  The  heart- 
cry  of  the  Convention  was  "Co-opera- 
tion, and  still  more  Co-operation."  "Don't 
stop  at  Wheat  Pools,"  was  the  prevailing 
thought,  and  in  this  respect  omens  for 
the  future  are  auspicious.  In  fine — if 
there  is  one  word  which  vdll  sum  up  the 
Convention  of  1924  and  what  it  means 
to  the  future  of  Canada,  methinks  that 
word  is  "Brotherhood." 
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President  Wood  Reviews  Progress  of  Wheat 
Pool  and  Discusses  Political  Situation 
in  Eighth  Annual  Address 

Success  of  Pool  Will  Mean  Economic  Freedom  and  Prosperity;  Failure  Will  Mean  Economic  Slavery  and 
Misery — ^Mighty  Uprising  of  Party  Politicians  Collapses,  Leaving  Only  "A  Blind  Drummer  or  Two" 


Heviewing  general  develop- 
ments and  conditions  growing 
out  of  them  since  our  last  Con- 
vention, the  most  notable  event 
of  the  year  was  the  splendid 
crop  harvested  throughout  the 
Province.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  unusually  favorable 
weather  for  harvesting  and 
threshing.  While  there  was 
rather  an  unusual  amount  of 
hail  damage,  Nature  on  the 
whole  dealt  very  kindly  with  us, 
and  the  results  should  be  pros- 
perity and  contentment,  not 
only  among  farmers,  but  among 
all  classes  that  are  making  a 
legitimate  contribution  to  the 
economic  well-being  of  the  Prov- 
ince. This  result,  however,  if 
manifest  at  all,  is  manifest  to  a 
very  limited  degree.  The  gen- 
eral level  of  prices  is  still  too 
much  out  of  balance  to  permit  of  a  revival  of  trade  and 
consequent  general  prosperity.  Confidence  in  the  future  has 
not  been  restored,  but  on  the  contrary  the  failure  of  the 
magnificent  crop  of  the  past  year  to  give  relief  from  econ- 
omic stagnation  has  added  discouragement  rather  than  con- 
fidence regarding  the  future. 

On  account  of  financial  condi- 
tions up  to  the  beginning  of  har- 
vest, and  the  press  of  work  in  sav- 
ing the  crop  from  that  time  until 
the  last  of  November,  our  mem- 
bership was  at  a  lower  level  at  the 
beginning  of  December  than  for 
several  years  previous.  This  is  a 
condition  deeply  regretted  by  all, 
but  it  is  the  result  of  economic 
causes,  which  causes  are  infinitely 
more  regrettable  than  the  actual 
condition  of  our  membership.  The 
strength  of  our  movement  cannot 
be  accurately  gauged  by  the  num- 
ber of  paid-up  members.  To  gauge 
the  real  strength  we  must  go  be- 
yond the  results  of  unavoidable 
causes  to  make  our  survey.  This 
leads  us  to  the  investigation  of  the 
spirit  and  harmony  of  the  organi- 
zation, the  sanity  of  its  member- 
ship, and  the  realization  of  its  need 
by  both  its  members  and  friends, 
and  the  amount  of  confidence  there 
is  that  the  movement  is  making- 
progress.  I  realize  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  apply  these  tests 
and  reach  conclusions  with  mathe- 
matical precision,  but  after  making 
the  best  analysis  possible,  I  am 
convinced  that,  measured  by  these 
standards,  the  organization  is 
stronger  today  than  a  year  ago. 
The  Wheat  Pool 

The  most  important  undertaking 
of  the  organization  during  the  year 
was  that  of  organizing  a  Wheat 
Pool.  A  brief  review  of  this  work 
and  the  events  leading  up  to  it 
might  not  be  without  interest  to 
tliis  Convention. 

On  December  the  9th,  1920,  the-^ 
Canadian   Council  of  Agriculture 
passed  a  resolution  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Wheat  Pool 


In  his  Eighth  Annual  Address,  which  is  published  in 
full  in  this  Issue.  President  Wood  reviews  past  achieve- 
nnents  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  Measured  by 
the  most  reliable  standards,  he  declares,  the  organiza- 
tion is  stronger  today  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  The  Al- 
berta farmers  "have  demonstrated  what  can  be  done  in 
the  vigor  of  youth,  but  not  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
the  strength  of  developed  maturity."  He  asks,  "Will 
they  go  on  in  that  development  guided  by  sanity  and 
wisdom,  working,  achieving,  until  their  efforts  are  re- 
warded by  success,  or  will  they  retire  from  the  field  ex- 
hausted by  their  first  effort,  grumblingly  but  submis- 
sively to  resume  the  burdens  of  servitude,  hoping  that 
eventually  some  philanthropic  autocracy  will  lift  the 
burdens  from  their  shoulders  and  set  them  free?"  The 
vigorous  response  of  the  membership  to  the  call  for  re- 
newed effort  which  has  been  made  in  many  Locals 
throughout  the  Province,  and  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm 
and  determination  expressed  at  the  Convention  in  Ed- 
monton, would  appear  to  indicate  that  Alberta  farmers 
are  preparing  to  answer  these  questions  in  a  very  posi- 
tive sense — that  they  do  not  Intend  to  turn  back,  even 
though  they  have  realized  that  a  complete  social  trans- 
formation cannot  be  brought  about  "in  a  day,  a  year, 
or  even  in  a  generation." 


Committee  to  be  composed  of 
representatives  from  the  four 
Provincial  farmei's'  organiza- 
tions and  the  fai-mers'  compa- 
nies. 

In  January,  1921,  the  U.  F.  A. 
Convention  passed  a  resolution 
asking  for  "direct  selling  of 
commodities  throug-h  some  means 
to  be  provided  whereby  specu- 
lation could  be  eliminated." 

In  January,  1922,  a  resolution 
was  passed  by  the  Convention 
urging  the  Federal  Government 
"to  reinstate  the  Canadian 
Wheat  Board  under  the  old 
management  with  Jas.  Stewart 
as  Chairman,  this  Board  to 
handle  the  wheat  crop  of  1922, 
and  to  continue  to  handle  the 
crop  until  such  time  as  world 
conditions  again  become  nor- 
mal." 

In  January,  1923,  the  Convention  passed  two  resolutions, 
one  "that  we  renew  our  demand  for  a  Wheat  Board  with  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  power  vested  in  the  1919  Board."  The 


other  was  as  follows; 
cure  a  Federal  Wheat 


PRESIDENT  WOOD 


"That  in  the  event  of  failure  to  se- 
Board,  that  the  Alberta  Provincial 
Govei-nment  be  asked  to  grant  such 
legislation  as  will  give  to  the  farm- 
ers of  the  Province  a  Pro\incial 
Wheat  Board." 

A  Wheat  Pool  Committee  which 
was  brought  into  being  through  the 
agency  of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Agriculture,  held  several  meetings 
in  1921  without  practical  results; 
but  the  idea  had  become  firmly 
fixed  in  the  minds  of  some  that  a 
co-operative  system  was  the  only 
solution  of  wheat  marketing.  In 
the  meantime  it  had  become  ap- 
parent that  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  oi-ganize 
a  Dominion-wide  Pool,  at  least  at 
that  time.  So  we  find  the  next  two 
U.  F.  A.  Conventions,  as  a  matter 
of  expediency,  asking  for  the  rein- 
statement of  the  Canadian  Wheat 
Board.  We  also  see  by  the  action 
of  the  last  U.  F.  A.  Convention, 
that  the  idea  of  Provincial  action 
was  beginning  to  take  hold  of  the 
minds  of  the  people.  Within  a 
week  from  the  time  of  the  collapse 
of  the  last  effort  to  get  a  Wheat 
Board,  the  U.  F.  A.  Board  met  for 
the  purpose  of  beginning  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Provincial  Pool.  It 
is  true  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
had  no  direct  mandate  from  the 
Convention  to  oi-ganize  a  Pro\in- 
cial  contract  Pool,  but  the  Conven- 
tion had  officially  endorsed  Pro- 
vincial action,  and  the  e\adence  that 
the  Pool  idea  was  steadily  supple- 
menting the  idea  of  a  compulsory 
Board  was  abundantly  manifest. 
So  the  Board  of  Directors  had  no 
hesitation  in  going  ahead  with  the 
organization  of  a  Pool. 

The  events  that  transpired  be- 
tween the  time  of  the  U.  F.  A. 
Board  taking  definite  action  to- 
ward the  organization  of  an  Alberta 
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Pool  and  the  creation  of  a  Provisional 
Boai-d  to  complete  that  work,  are  too 
well  known  to  require  recapitulation 
here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  valuable 
assistance  was  given  by  many  citizens 
outside  of  the  U.  F.  A.,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  many  citizens  who  are  not 
farmers  are  sincerely  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  undertaking. 

On  July  4th  the  U.  F.  A.  Board  decid- 
ed to  proceed  with  the  -organization  of  a 
Provincial  Pool,  and  the  Provisional 
Board  of  the  "Alberta  Co-operative 
Wheat  Producers,  Ltd.",  was  created  on 
August  the  18th.  The  principal  prob- 
lems before  this  Board  were  those  of 
financing,  arranging  with  elevators  to 
handle  the  grain,  securing  efficient 
salesmen,  and  the  inauguration  of  an 
accounting  system.  These  were  difficult 
problems  and  the  time  was  short.  Thresh- 
ing and  the  marketing  of  wheat  had  al- 
ready begun.  Getting  the  Pool  started 
in  time  to  make  a  success  this  season 
seemed  improbable,  if  not  impossible, 
but  with  very  valuable  assistance,  the 
Board  was  able  to  deal  with  all  these 
problems  and  to  get  the  Pool  in  actual 
operation  on  October  the  29th,  just  three 
months  and  twenty-four  days  from  the 
time  the  U.  P.  A.  Board  decided  to  take 
action.  While  from  the  standpoint  of 
time,  Alberta  perhaps  holds  the  world's 
record  in  the  organization  of  a  Wheat 
Pool,  the  idea  of  co-operative  selling  of 
wheat  has  been  crystallizing  in  the  minds 
of  the  Alberta  wheat  producei's  for  four 
years.  Four  years  is  a  very  short  time 
for  a  movement  of  such  magnitude  to 
develop  from  an  idea  to  successful  oper- 
ation. 

STTCCESS  DEPENDS 
PRIMARILY  UPON  PRODUCERS 

What  success  the  Pool  will  make  this 
year,  and  what  the  final  outcome  will  be, 
are  both  unknown  at  the  present  time. 
So  far  operations  have  been  as  success- 
ful, both  in  the  amount  of  grain  handled 
and  prices  received,  as  there  was  reason- 
able ground  to  hope  for,  all  things  con- 
sidered. There  has  been  opposition  to 
the  Pool,  and  this  opposition  has  caused 
confusion,  but  neither  the  opposition  nor 
the  confusion  has  been  greater  than  was^ 
anticipated.  While  the  opposition  has 
caused  confusion,  it  has  also  acted  as  a 
stimulant,  causing  determination  rather 
than  dismay  amon"-  the  wheat  producers. 
Confidence  in  the  future  of  this  system 
of  selling  wheat  seems  to  be  growing, 
and  the  spirit  of  loyalty  everywhere 
manifested  is  remarkable.  The  future  of 
the  enterprise  depends  primarily  on  the 
growers  themselves.  If  they  believe  ir, 
it  and  are  determined  to  go  ahead  in  a 
sane,  practical  business  way  and  make  a 
success  of  it.  nothing  can  stop  them.  If 
thev  are  taking  to  it  simply  as  a  fad, 
and  expectinsr  somebody  else  to  carry  it 
on  successfully  while  they  themselves 
look  on,  criticizing  and  fault-finding,  it 
cannot  succeed.  It  will  require  the 
united,  constmctive  efforts  of  all  con- 
cerned, but  with  this  there  is  nothing  to 
fear. 

It  is  too  early  to  forecast  the  details 
of  future  development.  These  details 
will  have  to  be  worked  out  as  the  various 
problems  incidpnt  to  development  are 
faced.  Many  of  these  problems  will  no 
doubt  be  serious  ones,  and  will  require 
the  very  best  thought  of  all,  especially 
those  entrusted  with  the  management. 

The  time  of  making  our  drive  for 
membership,  or  signing  up  contracts, 
wag  inopportune  as  well  as  short,  and 
there  was  little  time  to  perfect  organiza- 
tion for  suoh  a  drive.    Under  all  the 


circumstances  the  results  of  the  drive 
were  all,  and  even  more  than  all  that 
that  could  reasonably  have  been  expect- 
ed. But  the  acreage  signed  up  is  by 
no  means  wha,t  it  should  be.  This  will 
necessitate  another  and  much  more 
thorough  drive  before  the  movement  of 
next  year's  wheat  crop  begins.  When  this 
drive  will  take  place  has  not  yet  been 
decided;  neither  have  the  details  of  the 
organization  for  the  drive.  But  with  the 
membership  we  have,  if  thoroughly 
organized,  especially  at  each  local  ship- 
ping point,  the  signed-up  acreage  for 
next  year  should  be  at  least  50  per  cent, 
greater  than  we  have  at  the  present. 
The  success  of  this  drive  will  depend 
very  largely  on  the  effort  of  the  pre- 
sent membership.  Each  member  and 
each  locality  should  be  getting  ready 
now  to  make  the  best  showing  possible 
when  the  time  comes. 

LOCAL  ORGANIZATION 
OF  MEMBERS 

Will  our  Alberta  wheat  pool  succeed? 
This  question  can  be  answered  only  by 
the  Alberta  wheat  producers.  They  can 
make  it  a  success,  or  they  can  let  it  be 
a  failure.  It  will  be  easier  to  do  the  lat- 
ter than  the  former.  With  united,  de- 
termined, sane  and  persistent  effort, 
success  will  be  assured.  Without  this, 
only  partial  success,  or  complete  failure 
can  result.  Perhaps  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty we  will  encounter  will  be  at  the 
local  shipping  points.  These  shipping 
points  might  be  classed  as  the  Wheat 
Pool  trouble  units.  If  the  Pool  wheat 
can  be  put  into  ears  and  billed  to  the 
Pool,  the  balance  of  the  trouble  can  be 
overcome.  This  can  be  done,  and  will 
be  done  at  every  point  where  the  local 
contract  signers  get  together  and  deter- 
mine that  they  are  going  to  work  to- 
gether, to  get  it  done.  By  this  kind  of 
effort  the  local  contract  signers  can  fully 
protect  the  interests  and  rights  of  each 
other  as  well  as  get  their  grain  shipped. 
This  will  require  organization,  but  my 
earnest  advice  is  that  you  do  not  over- 
emphasize the  form  of  organization  to 
be  adopted,  "nor  encumber  it  with  red 
tape.  You  want  results  rather  than 
elaborate  organization.  Don't  try  to 
make  your  local  organization  a  house  to 
live  in,  but  make  it  a  shop  to  work  in. 
Let  it  be  simple  in  structure,  but  make 
it  efficient. 

During  the  fifteen  years  of  exist- 
ence of  the  TJ.  F.  A.,  (many  and  various 
academic  questions  relating  to  econ- 
omic reform  have  been  discussed  most 
zealously.  Practical  questions  have  also 
been  discussed,  and  not  a  few  minor 
practical  enterprises  have  been  under- 
taken. But  the  organization  of  the 
Wheat  Pool  is  by  far  the  greatest  prac- 
tical enterprise  yet  inaugurated.  To  suc- 
ceed in  this  enterprise  will  justify  our 
fifteen  years'  efforts,  while  to  fail  will 
largely  discredit  our  whole  existence.  In 
the  past  we  have  been  perhaps  too 
prone  to  fix  our  eyes  on  the  far-off  glim- 
mering light  of  academic  things,  and 
too  much  inclined  to  overlook  the  near- 
by blazing  light  of  practical  things.  Per- 
haps we  have  been  too  prone  to  bay 
at  the  moon  and  sleep  in  the  sunshine. 
The  practical  solution  of  social  or  eco- 
nomic problems  has  always  been  slow 
and  difficult,  while  the  academic  discus- 
sion of  them  has  always  been  easy  and 
alluring.  It  is  not  strange  that  in  the 
infancy  of  our  organization  we  have 
been  somewhat  inclined  to  take  the 
easy  way,  but  the  grinding  force  of  an 
ever-increasing    economic  pressure  has 


gradually  driven  us  into  the  more  diffi- 
cult paths  of  practical  things,  things 
that  we  can  do  with  our  own  hands.  The 
Wheat  Pool  is  an  outstanding  example 
of  this.   Is  it  worth  while? 

For  the  past  three  years  the  prices  of 
what  the  farmer  sells  have  been  so  out 
of  balance  with  the  prices  he  has  to 
pay,  that  economic  disaster  has  been 
rapidly  overtaking  him.  He  finds  that 
he  can  no  longer  await  action  by  others, 
but  will  have  to  begin  to  do  something 
to  save  himself.  In  trying  to  analyze 
the  situation  he  finds  that  his  primary 
difficulty  is  in  this  wrong  relationship 
of  prices.  He  finds,  that  he  has  no- 
thing to  say  about  the  price  at  which 
he  sells  his  own  products,  and  nothing 
to  say  about  the  price  at  which  he  buys 
his  supplies.  In  other  words  he  finds 
that  he  has  no  selling  efficiency  what- 
ever, but  that  when  he  goes  to  buy 
he  is  encountered  by  a  very  highly  de- 
veloped efficiency  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  merchandising  the  things  he 
has  to  buy.  This  is  true  of  everything 
he  buys,  including  labor.  The  net  result 
is  that  he  cannot  get  enough  for  what 
he  produces  to  pay  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion and  support  his  family.  He  is  rapid- 
ly falling  behind  economically,  his  se- 
curity is  exhausted,  and  his  credit  is 
gone.  His  security  is  the  only  thing 
that  justifies  credit,  and  neither  can  be 
restored  under  the  present  abnormally 
wrong  relationship  of  prices.  What  is 
he  going  to  do  about  it?- 

LOGICAL  PLACE 
TO  BEGIN 

There  are  two  methods  of  procedure 
for  his  consideration;  first,  to  develop 
enough  buying  efficiency  to  reduce  the 
prices  of  what  he  buys  to  the  level  of 
the  prices  .he  gets  through  inefficient 
selling;  second,  to  develop  enough 
selling  efficiency  to  raise  the  prices  of 
what  he  sells  to  the  level  of  the  prices 
of  what  he  has  to  buy.  The  first  is  not 
practicable,  even  if  it  were  desirable, 
except  perhaps  as  supplementary  to  the 
second.  While  bujang  efficiently  is  im- 
portant, it  is  not  primary  in  the  solution 
of  the  present  economic  problems  which 
the  farmers  are  facing.  So  it  would 
seem  that  the  logical  place  for  the 
farmer  to  begin  the  solution  of  his  econ- 
omic problem  in  a  practical  way  is  to 
begin  to  develop  his  own  efficiency  in 
the  salesmanship  of  his  product.  This 
will  involve  a  long  and  difficult  process, 
and  success  can  be  achieved  through  his 
own  efforts  only.  / 

In  undertaking  to  develop  the  efficient 
marketing  of  Alberta  farm  products, 
there  can  be  little  question  but  that 
wheat  is  the  logical  one  to  begin 
with.  It  represents  more  cash  value 
than  any  other  one  product,  and  is  in 
proper  form  to  go  on  the  world's  mar- 
kets as  it  passes  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
producer,  without  any  manufacturing 
process.  Being  imperishable,  it  can  be 
kept  indefinitely  should  there  be  a  serious 
over-production.  If  the  farmer  through 
a  thoroughly'  mobilized  and  sustained 
effort  can  establish  an  efficient  system 
of  selling  his  own  wheat,  he  can  do  the 
same  with  other  products  until  all  are 
included.  If  he  cannot  do  it  with  wheat, 
how  can  he  hope  to  do  it  with  any  other 
product?  He  can  succeed  if  he  will,  but 
the  work  is  up  to  him,  and  the  reward 
will  be  his  if  he  succeeds.  The  loss 
will  be  his  if  he  fails.  Suocess  will  mean 
economic  freedom  and  prosperity.  Fail- 
ure will  mean  economic  slavery  and 
misery.    He  can  take  his  choice.  He 
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will  get  what  he  pays  for,  and  he  will 
pay  for  what  he  gets. 

THE  POLITICAL 
SITUATION 

During  the  past  year,  political  bossism 
has  reared  its  head  from  the  miasmal 
swamp-lands  of  ipolitical  partyism,  and 
issued  a  pleading  call  to  the  fi-ee  citizen- 
ship of  Alberta  to  return  to  its  infected 
domain.  Little  heed  was  paid  to  this 
call.  The  host  of  Alberta  citizens  who 
in  1921  broke  away  from  the  thraldom 
of  party  bossism  that  for  generations 
has  herded  the  masses  of  citizens  in 
party  slavcipens,  may  not  yet  fully  ap- 
preciate the  responsibilities  imposed  on 
them  by  their  new-found  freedom,  and 
may  have  no  well  defined  ideas  as  to 
how  they  are  going  to  use  that  freedom, 
but  they  have  no  intention  of  voluntari- 
ly returning  to  party  servitude.  Even 
among  those  who  had  not  definitely 
broken  their  political  shackles,  the  call 
was  largely  unheeded.  Enthusiasm  re- 
mained steadily  at  zero.  Leadership  was 
scarce  and  shyer  than  it  was  scarce. 
Nothing  is  more  discouraging  to  a  pros- 
pective leader  than  to  have  no  prospect 
of  a  following.  The  mighty  uprising 
collapsed,  and  about  all  that  is  left  Is  a 
blind  drummer  or  two,  who  see  nothing, 
and  hear  only  the  noise  of  their  own 
drumming. 

In  the  vicious  assault  that  was  launch- 
ed against  the  present  Alberta  Govern- 
ment, facts  have  been  perverted,  diffi- 
culties defined  as  wrong-doing,  and 
criticism  prostituted  to  vicious  indict- 
ment. In  fact  no  effort  has  been  spalred 
to  discredit  the  Government  in  the 
minds  of  the  people.  This  has  not  been 
done  by  citizens  who  have  merited  the 
confidence  of  the  people  by  their  sincere 
and  consistent  efforts  to  make  conditions 
better  by  revealing  the  whole,  simple 
truth,  because  of  the  saving  power  of 
truth.  Not  has  it  been  done  because  this 
Government  is  worse  than  other  Govern- 
ments have  been,  or  than  another  Gov- 
ernment elected  some  other  way  prob- 
ably would  have  been.  It  is  douTitful 
that  the  personnel  or  the  actions  of  the 
Government  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 
The  whole  attempt  was  evidently  staged 
ibecause  the  present  Government  does 
not  represent  the  reactionary  forces 
that  have  controlled  the  political  party 
system  from  the  beginning. 

No  sane  person  would  claim  that  the 
present  Government  is  perfect,  or  that 
it  has  not  made  mistakes,  and  no  sane 
person  expected  perfection.  This  Gov- 
ernment represents  the  first  effort  of 
the  people  in  control  of  their  own  poli- 
tical activities,  and  it  is  the  Govern- 
ment's first  experience.  While  this  is 
true,  the  Government  has  no  cause  to 
be  ashamed  of  honest  comparison  with 
any  which  has  preceded  it,  and  the  peo- 
ple have  much  cause  to  be  encouraged 
by  their  first  effort.  It  should  be  held 
responsible  for  its  mistakes,  and  in  no 
wise  exempt  from  criticism.  But  he 
who  criticizes  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing confusion  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  to  retard  their  efforts  in  the  de- 
velopment of  higher  and  more  efficient 
citizenship,  is  an  enemy  to  the  people 
he  is  trying  to  confuse,  and  unworthy  of 
the  rights  of  citizenship.  He  is  a  spirit- 
ual confusionist  and  a  social  reactiona<ry. 

FIGHT  IS  AGAINST 
THE  SYSTEM 

The  present  Government,  whatever  its 
faults  or  Imperfections  may  be,  repre- 
sents an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  people 


to  break  away  from  the  old  system  and 
create  a  new  one.  Not  because  the  old 
system  is  old,  but  because  it  is  not  satis- 
factory. And  while  the  reactionary 
forces  of  partyism  have  waged  their  war 
more  directly  against  the  Government 
than  against  the  system,  in  reality  their 
fight  is  against  the  system.  While  it  is 
true  they  have  called  it  some  ugly  names 
and  made  derogatory  general  statements 
concerning  it,  when  it  comes  to .  a  fair 
and  frank  discussion  of  the  underlying 
principles  of  the  two  systems,  and  their 
relative  merits,  there  has  been  profound 
silence.  They  have  never  given  any 
logical  reason  why  we  should  expect 
satisfactory  results  from  unorganized 
citizenship  broken  up  largely  on  imagin- 
ary differences  into  warring  camps,  each 
under  the  leadership  and  control  of  pro- 
fessional politicians,  a  very  small  per 
cent,  of  whom  have  even  tried  to  remain 
true  to  the  people's  interests,  and  these 
few  have  found  it  impossible  to  get  sat- 
isfactory results  under  the  party  system. 
The  reactionary  forces  have  never  given 
any  logical  reason  for  believing  that  the 
people  under  systematic  org-anization, 
controlling  and  guiding  their  own  politi- 
cal activities,  selecting  their  own  leader- 
ship and  their  own  representatives,  could 
not  hope  for  better  results  than  they 
have  achieved  under  the  old  system.  In 
fact  they  give  no  logical  reasons,  and 
viewed  in  the  light  of  history  we  should 
expect  none. 

In  the  fight  between  autocracy  and  the 
people,  autocracy  has  never  deemed  it 
necessary  to  give  reasons.  In  the  people's 
long  struggle  for  the  right  of  the  fran- 
chise there  were  only  spurious  reasons 
given  for  the  opposition  to  their  efforts. 
Why  should  we  expect  anything  except 
spurious  reasons  for  the  present  oppo- 
sition to  the  people's  efforts  to  use  their 
franchise  more  intelligently  and  more 
efficiently? 

It  always  has  'been  purely  a  matter  of 
force,  and  perhaps  will  be  to  the  end. 
It  might  be  questioned  whether  or  not 
the  political  party  system  is  autocratic, 
but  surely  there  can  be  no  question  that 
it  has  always  been  subservient  to  autoc- 
racy. The  people  are  rejecting  this 
system,  and  why  shouldn't  they?  They 
have  given  it  a  fair  trial.  They  have 
changed  from  one  party  to  another,  built 
new  parties  and  federated  existing  par- 
ties. In  fact  they  have  long  and  labori- 
ously tried  to  get  satisfactory  results 
from  the  old  system,  but  failed,  and 
now  they  want  to  try  something  else. 
CONFLICT  IS 
IRRECONCILABLE 

In  1921  the  organized  farmers  of  Al- 
berta did  try  something  else.  They  or- 
ganized a  system  whereby  they  believed 
they  could  eliminate  political  control  by 
professional  politicians.  This  they  be- 
lieved would  remove  one  of  the  greatest 
barriers  to  real  social  progress,  and 
bring  the  autocratic  and  democratic  for- 
ces into  more  direct  contact  with  each 
other,  and  each  force  into  the  open.  The 
conflict  between  these  two  forces  is  irre- 
concilable, and  the  sooner  the  division 
between  them  is  clearly  defined,  the  bet- 
ter it  will  be. 

Democracy  can  never  hope  to  succeed 
so  long  as  its  forces  are  led  and  control- 
led by  the  servants  and  emissaries  of 
autocracy.  It  must  select  its  own  lead- 
ers and  control  its  own  forces.  These 
leaders  must  be  wisely  chosen,  depend- 
able and  capable.  This  involves  the  de- 
velopment of  higher  citizenship  capacity 
both  on  the  part  of  the  people  and  their 
leaders,  the  people  in  selecting  their 


leaders,  and  the  leaders  in  giving  faithful 
and  efficient  service.  This  is  a  slow  pro- 
cess, and  can  only  succeed  through 
thorough  organization  of  the  masses,  and 
systematic  team  work  between  them  and 
their  leaders.  To  this  end  the  U.  F.  A. 
took  action  in  1921. 

We  are  told  the  movement  cannot  suc- 
ceed. We  are  told  this  by  emissaries  of 
autocracy,  the  professional  politicians. 
We  do  not  profess  infallibility  in  prophe- 
sying the  future,  but  we  believe  it  can 
succeed.  We  know  that  it  has  not  been 
thoroughly  tested  and  that  the  people 
have  not  yet  proven  their  capacity  to 
carry  on  a  sustained  democratic  effort, 
but  we  believe  that  both  the  system  and 
the  people  will  stand  the  test.  We  know 
that  while  the  old  party  system,  with 
many  years'  test,  has  proven  a  success 
from  an  autocratic  standpoint,  it  has 
proven  a  dismal  failure  from  a  demo- 
cratic standpoint. 

They  say  that  we  are  on  a  narrow 
■selfish  basis,  and  therefore  not  demo- 
cratic. This  sounds  fierce,  but  will  not 
bear  analysis.  We  fully  recognize  the 
fact  that  the  primary  and  irreconcilable 
division  between  social  elements  is  that 
between  autocracy  and  democracy,  and 
that  all  democratic  elements  must  be 
mobilized  into  one  working  force.  The 
farmers  of  Alberta  recognize  themselves 
as  one  element  of  this  larger  democracy, 
and  are  making  every  effort  to  put  them- 
selves in  the  best  possible  position  to 
find  other  elements  of  that  greater  force, 
and  to  be  found  by  them.  We  have  gone 
about  it  in  the  only  way  we  know.  If 
there  is  another  and  a  better  way,  we 
would  like  to  know  it. 

Will  anyone  claim  that  the  old  party 
system  is  a  better  way  than  ours  to 
mobilize  democratic  forces?  In  its  en- 
tire existence  all  those  whose  interests 
are  democratic  have  never  been  drawn 
into  one  party,  and  those  whose  interests 
are  autocratic,  drawn  into  another.  There 
is  no  reason  for  believing  that  this  align- 
ment of  forces  will  ever  be  accomplished 
under  that  system,  even  should  the  effort 
be  continued  for  a  thousand  years.  The 
autocratic  strength  of  the  old  party  sys- 
tem lies  in  its  adaptability  in  dividing 
democratic  forces  and  ruling  them. 

If  the  autocratic  forces  had  had  the 
voting  strength  that  the  democratic 
forces  had,  they  would  have  segregated 
and  mobilized  that  strength  fifty,  if  not 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Continued  domi- 
nation by  the  autocratic  classes  depends 
entirely  on  the  continued  division  and 
consequent  inefficiency  of  the  masses. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  when  the  masses 
begin  to  move  intelligently  and  system- 
atically in  the  mobilization  of  democratic 
forces,  autocracy  takes  fright  and  begins 
to  move  in  opposition,  and  put  forth 
every  effort  to  arrest  their  progress. 

The  overthrow  of  class  domination  by 
the  masses  represents  a  distinct  phase 
of  social  development.  This  develop- 
ment has  begun,  or  is  beginning.  It  can 
not  be  accomplished  in  a  day,  a  year,  or 
even  in  a  generation.  It  can  not  be  done 
by  listening  to  the  vicious  criticisms  of 
the  enemy.  Neither  can  it  be  done  by 
stupid  criticisms  and  fault-findings  on 
the  part  of  those  who  should  be  workers. 
It  can  be  done  only  by  patient,*  persist- 
ent hard  work,  backed  up  by  determina- 
tion and  guided  by  horse  sense. 

While  activities  will  be  staged  primar- 
ily in  the  economic  and  industrial  field, 
tbey  must  necessarily  be  carried  on  also 
in  the  political  field.  Economic  justice 
and  political  integrity  must    move  to- 
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I  come  to  you  representing 
the  Government  which  you 
placed  in  charge  two  years 
ago.  That  was  the  result  of  a 
desire  to  better  conditions  in 
Alberta,  not  for  the  farming 
population  alone,  but  general 
conditions,  and  particularly 
political  conditions.  We  entered 
political  life  in  this  Province 
for  what  good  we  could  put  into 
it,  and  not  for  what  we  could 
get  out  of  it,  and  so  long  as 
that  spirit  underlies  our  politi- 
cal effort,  whether  this  Govern- 
ment survives  or  whether  it 
does  not  survive,  the  political 
influence  of  the  U.  F.  A.  will 
live  and  it  will  be  to  the 
good. 


IRRESPONSIBLE  CRITICISM 
OF  THE  GOVERNMENT 


There  is  one  question  particu- 
larly that  I  want  to  deal  with 
this  afternoon:  the  statement 
that  is  being  made  by  more  or 
less  irresponsible  parties  in  this 

Province,  and  to  some  extent   

reiterated  in  the  public  press, 

that  this  Government  is  failing  to  carry  out  its  undertaking  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  this  Province,  insofar  as  it  is  able 
to  do  so,  in  a  careful  and  econ- 
omical and  business-like  way. 
In  other  words,  the  statement 
is  freely  bandied  around  that 
this  Government  is  an  extravagant 
Government  and  one  of  the  most, 
if  not  the  most  extravagant  that 
we  have  ever  had  in  the  Province 
of  Alberta. 

When  the  Government  took  of- 
fice, the  task  was  undertaken  at 
the  most  difficult  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Province.  I  need  not 
enumerate  to  you  all  the  condi- 
tions since  a  year  or  two  before  the 
war,  following  on  until  after  the 
war  to  the  period  of  deflation. 
You  have  been  through  the  mill 
and  you  know  what  it  meant  to 
you,  and  what  the  conditions  were 
when  this  Government  took  over. 
We  had  been  living  through  an  era 
of  free  spending,  free  loaning,  and 
free  borrowing.  By  individuals, 
by  corporations,  and  by  municipali- 
ties and  also  by  Governments  as 
well.  This  was  the  general  econ- 
omic condition  when  we  took  over 
office.  What  was  the  financial 
condition  ? 

RETRENCHMENT  POLICY 
BEGINS  TO  BEAR  FRUIT 

In  1921,  the  year  in  which  we 
assumed  office,  the  net  bonded 
debt  of  this  Province  was  $57,212,- 
000.  In  the  last  year  of  the  previ- 
ous Government's  period  of  office, 
they  borrowed — entirely  new  bor- 
rowing, no  refunding — $17,000,000 
to  be  expended  in  that  year.  That 
meant  this — that  during  the  next 


FAITH  IN  U.  F.  A.  PRINCIPLES  AND  CONFIDENCE 
IN  U.  F.  A.  GOVERNMENT 
Premier  Greenfield's  address  to  the  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  U.  F.  A.,  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  January 
15th,  Is  given  in  full  below.  The  Premier  received  a 
rousing  reception  from  the  assembled  delegates.  Later 
in  the  week  a  resolution,  in  the  following  terms,  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Convention: 

"Whereas,  the  present  Alberta  Government  has  been 
severely  and,  we  believe,  unjustly  criticized  during  the 
past  year,  and, 

"Whereas,  the  election  of  this  Government  was  made 
possible  by  the  organized  leadership  given  to  the  people 
of  the  Province  by  the  U.  F.  A.,  and  we  believe  that 
through  no  other  method  could  a  Government  so  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  of  the  Province  have  been  elected, 
and  we  believe  that  this  method  represents  the  most 
practical  and  democratic  method  of  carrying  on  elections 
that  has  so  far  been  devised,  and, 

"Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  present  Government 
has  handled  the  affairs  of  the  Province  more  economi- 
cally and  efficiently  than  any  of  its  predecessors,  and 
that  it  Is  in  the  best  Interests  of  the  Province  that  this 
method  of  electing  representatives,  both  Provincial  and 
Federal,  be  continued  until  some  better  system  of  con- 
ducting elections  be  devised,  therefore  be  It 

"Resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  belief  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  method  adopted  by  the  U.  F.  A.  in  conduct- 
ing political  activities,  and  also  our  confidence  in  the 
Provincial  Government,  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Government  to  continue 
its  efforts  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Province  in 
the  most  practical  and  economical  way  possible,  and  that 
we  pledge  it  our  continued  support  to  this  end." 


PREMIER  GREENFIELD 


year,  in  preparing  our  budget, 
we  had  to  make  provision 
for  an  extra  million  dollars 
of  interest  charges,  and  we 
had  to  find  ways  and  means 
of  doing  it,  if  we  possibly 
could,  without  increasing  taxa- 
tion. The  result  of  it,  you 
know.  We  finished  up  the 
year  with  a  heavy  deficit.  We 
finished  up  again  last  year  with 
a  deficit,  and  I  will  deal  with 
these  matters  a  little  later  on. 
We  expect  some  deficit  this 
year,  but  I  do  want  to  say  this, 
that  the  policy  of  economy  and 
retrenchment  which  this  Govern- 
ment initiated  is  now  beginning 
to  bear  fruit,  and  the  position  of 
the  Province  is  slowly  but  very 
surely  working  back  again  to  a 
sound  financial  position.  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  disclose  to 
you  the  present  position;  that 
must  be  laid  before  the  Legis- 
lature in  due  course. 

In  1922,  the  first  year  that 
we  had  charge  of  the  finances 
of  this  Province,  we  reduced 
capital  borrowings  to  $8,567,- 
000;  in  1923  to  $5,800,000;  it  looks  as  though  we  are  coming 
down  in  our  capital  borrowings  at  any  rate. 

TOO  MUCH  POLITICS— 
NOT  ENOUGH  BUSINESS 

Before  I  had  sat  in  my  chair  as 
Premier  for  one  month,  I  had  come 
to  this  one  clear  conclusion,  that 
the  business  of  Alberta  had  suf- 
fered from  too  much  politics  and 
not  enough  business.  (Applause.) 
Let  me  give  you  another  slant  on 
it.  From  the  years  1914  to  1921 
the  cost  of  Government  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta  increased  153.4 
per  cent.  I  want  you  to  get  those 
figures.  During  the  same  period 
our  population  increased  9.17  per 
cent.  In  other  words,  your  expen- 
diture went  on  without  any  check 
whatever,  your  population  practi- 
cally stood  still,  and  your  tax-pay- 
ing ability  during  the  last  few 
years  of  that  period  very  materi- 
ally decreased. 

These  figures  tell  a  plain,  simple 
story.  They  say  in  the  plainest 
possible  language,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province  had  been 
caught  in  the  very  whirlpool  of 
expenditure  that  was  passing 
through  the  Dominion.  The  Prov- 
ince had  been  living  beyond  its 
means.  We  had  to  get  back  to  the 
basis  of  cutting  our  coat  according 
to  our  cloth,  we  had  to  reduce  our 
capital  borrowings,  our  current  ex- 
penditure, and  as  rapidly  as  may 
be,  without  becoming  panicky, 
without  undue  disturbance  of  exist- 
ing services,  but  in  a  steady,  or- 
derly, business-like  way  work  our- 
selves back  to  a  sounder  financial 
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footing.  These  figures,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  explain  to  you  more  clearly 
than  I  could  in  any  other  way,  why  we 
had  to  cut  our  school  grants,  why  we 
had  to  reduce  our  school  inspectors,  why 
we  had  to  reduce  the  number  of  our 
public  health  nurses,  and  the  other  var- 
ious reductions  which  we  had  to  make 
during  the  past  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature. Not  because  we  wanted  to  do  it, 
not  because  these  services  were  not 
valuable,  but  because  we  could  not  afford 
to  pay  for  them.  And  the  sooner  the 
people  of  Alberta  realize  these  facts, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  Province. 

And  notwithstanding  the  statements 
of  my  political  friends  of  the  opposition, 
notwithstanding  the  statements  which 
you  see  published  in  various  places  in 
the  press,  we  are  gradually  working 
back  and  making  very  fair  progress  in- 
deed at  it,  to  that  sounder  financial 
footing  which  I  have  just  mentioned  to 
you.  It  cannot  be  done  in  one  year,  nor 
can  it  be  done  in  two. 

WHAT  THE  ACTUAL 
FIGURES  SHOW 

In  1922,  for  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Province  of  Alberta,  the  ex- 
penditures in  every  department  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were  below  the  esti- 
mates, and  in  the  aggregate  the  reduc- 
tion was  $712,210.  Still  further  reduc- 
tions in  1923.  Since  we  took  office  in 
1921  the  staff  at  the  public  buildings  has 
been  reduced  by  186  employees,  with  a 
saving  of  over  $288,000.  In  the  tele- 
phone department,  the  number  of  em- 
ployees was  reduced  by  386,  a  decrease 
in  the  pay  roll  of  31.8  per  cent., 
with  a  net  saving  of  $429,000  a 
year  in  pay  roll  alone.  (Applause.) 
In  the  railway  department,  which 
carries  a  comparatively  small  staff, 
we  made  $20,000  reduction  in  the 
pay  roll.  In  all,  a  reduction  of  the  an- 
nual pay  roll  since  August  31,  1921,  of 
$737,000  a  year.  And  this,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  is  the  extravagant  Govern- 
ment. 

I  want  to  tell  the  gentlemen  who  are 
good  enough  to  criticize  this  adminis- 
tration in  the  terms  in  which  they  do, 
that  they  do  not  know  what  they  are 
talking  about.  (Applause.)  And  I  want 
to  tell  them  one  other  thing,  that  this  is 
the  first  Government  in  the  history  of 
the  Province  that  could  go  out  on  the 
public  platform,  quote  figures  such  as* 
that,  and  stand  behind  them  prepared  to 
prove  them.  I  say  that  we  are  cutting 
down  expenditure  and  this  Province  is 
in  a  healthier  state  financially  today 
than  for  a  good  number  of  years. 

And  I  don't  want  to  tell  tales  out  of 
school,  but  I  have  just  come  back  from 
Eastern  Canada,  from  the  big  financial 
centres,  and  I  want  to  say  this,  that  I 
didn't  find  any  criticism  of  extravagance 
of  this  Government  down  where  the 
money  comes  from. 

VICIOUS  PROPAGANDA 
ON  TAX  RECOVERY  ACT 

Now  another  matter.  We  had  a  very 
active  and  a  very  vicious  propaganda 
emanating  from  some  source  in  this 
Province  with  regard  to  the  Tax  Recov- 
ery Act.  For  I  made  it  my  business, 
while  in  the  East,  to  make  it  perfectly 
clear  to  my  own  mind  and  satisfaction 
that  it  did  not  emanate  from  Eastern 
Canada.  Statements  were  made  on  the 
platform  in  this  Province  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  Province  were  confis- 
cating seven  million  acres  of  land  from 
the  farmers.  We  were  floating  a  loan 
at  the  time — and  this  is  the  effect  of 


some  of  these  misstatements — for  nine 
million  dollars  of  refunding.  The  effect 
of  that  propaganda  was  to  practically 
hold  up  that  loan  until  I  could  prepare 
a  statement  over  my  own  signature  and 
send  it  to  every  bond  house  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  That  is  the 
"public  spiritedness"  of  some  of  the 
propaganda  that  we  have  to  meet.  What 
happened?  What  are  really  the  facts 
of  the  case? 

Under  tax  recovery,  as  most  of  you 
know,  the  time  expires  in  the  middle  of 
October,  I  think;  an  extension  of  time 
was  given  until  the  first  of  December. 
As  the  first  of  December  rolled  around, 
it  became  perfectly  apparent  that  the 
farmers  could  not  get  their  grain  out 
to  meet  their  liabilities  by  the  first  of 
December,  so  we  decided,  the  Govern- 
ment decided,  that  as  tar  as  Improve- 
ment Districts  were  concerned,  we  would 
lift  no  caveat,  and  we  have  not  taken 
title  to  a  single  acre  of  land.  We  sug- 
gested to  the  municipalities  that  they 
follow  the  same  course,  and  practically 
all  of  them  agreed.  And  today  we  have 
made  the  best  year's  tax  collection  in 
the  history  of  the  Province,  with  what  I 
believe  to  be  an  absolute  minimum  of 
hardship. 

MARKETING  AND 
TRANSPORTATION  PROBLEMS 

This  Government  are  of  the  opinion 
that  in  the  past  years  there  has  been 
too  much  attention  paid  by  Government 
agencies  to  the  development  of  produc- 
tion to  the  neglect  of  the  marketing  end, 
the  all-important  end  of  the  agricultural 
business.  We  have  given  very  careful 
consideration  and  study  to  marketing 
and  transportation  problems.  We  did 
not  accept  nor  agree  with  the  position 
taken  by  our  predecessors  in  office,  that 
the  questions  affecting  transportation 
and  freight  rates  were  not  a  matter  for 
the  Province  to  deal  with  or  interest 
itself  in,  that  they  were  a  matter  en- 
tirely under  Federal  jurisdiction.  We 
have  spared  no  effort,  we  have  employed 
on  our  staff  a  freight  rates  expert  whose 
whole  time  is  devoted  to  studying  and 
watching  developments  in  freight  rates 
affecting  the  people  of  Alberta.  We  in- 
tend to  continue  that  work  and  to  devote 
our  attention  to  co-operative  marketing. 
I  was  going  to  say  I  was  delighted,  but 
that  doesn't  express  my  feeling — I  am 
more  glad  than  I  can  tell  you  that  not- 
withstanding the  handicaps  which  had 
to  be  overcome  and  in  a  very  short 
period  of  time  that  the  Province  of  Al- 
berta at  least,  if  not  the  other  Provin- 
ces, has  been  able  to  get  under  way  at 
least  to  make  a  start  upon  the  co-oper- 
ative contract  marketing  of  grain. 

THE  WHEAT  POOL  MATTER 
FOR  CONGRATULATION 

I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  real  con- 
gratulation that  we  have  in  operation  in 
this  Province  today  a  Wheat  Pool.  We 
have  given  that  all  the  assistance  we 
possibly  could  give,  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Brownlee  was  very  freely  given,  any  as- 
sistance we  could  give  to  you  was  given 
to  that  cause.  Because  we  believed,  im- 
plicitly believed,  in  co-operative  market- 
ing as  a  very  important  factor  in  the 
solution  of  the  farmers'  difficulties  at 
the  present  time,  and  for  the  matter  of 
that,  for  all  time.  We  have  also  been 
developing  a  co-operative  marketing  ser- 
vice for  seed  grain.  It  must  have  been 
a  source  of  gratification  to  every  farmer 
in  this  Province  to  note  the  successes 
which  were  achieved  at  the  Chicago  Ex- 


hibition by  Alberta  fanners.  This  Prov- 
ince is  particularly  adapted  for  growing 
the  very  highest  standards  of,  seed  grain 
and  after  looking  carefully  into  it  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  has  completely 
convinced  me  that  there  is  a  possibility, 
without  any  very  great  difficulty  at  that, 
of  developing  a  market  for  seed  grain, 
standardized  seed  grain,  in  the  Pz'ovince 
of  Alberta.  We  started  it  last  year.  We 
put  through  an  amount  of  grain,  not 
very  much.  But  we  have  seed  grain  of- 
fering today,  far  beyond  our  capacity  to 
handle,  and  we  have  a  market  offering 
for  practically  all  we  can  get.  If  this 
business  develops,  as  we  hope  it  will, 
the  logical  course  will  be  a  fanner- 
owned  and  controlled  marketing  service. 
Until  that  time,  we  are  quite  prepared 
to  do  everything  we  can  to  nurse  it 
along,  encourage  and  develop  it,  in  order 
that  that  final  goal  might  ultimately  be 
reached. 

SAVING  OF  $1.64  PER 
HUNDRED  ON  POULTRY 

The  same  thing  with  our  poultry. 
Chi-istmas  week  I  made  it  my  business 
to  go  over  to  the  poultry  plant  and  look 
it  over  and  see  the  quality  of  stuff  we 
were  putting  out,  and  to  look  the  whole 
organization  over.  I  was  quite  satisfied 
with  it.  We  had  some  few  thousand  tur- 
keys there  we  were  finishing,  three  cars 
on  the  track  coming  in.  There  was  a 
carload  from  a  station  down  east  of  Ed- 
monton, a  full  carload  loaded  alive, 
under  the  agency  of  the  Government. 
There  was  a  shipment  of  live  poulti-y 
came  in  the  same  day  from  that  same 
station,  graded  and  shipped  by  experts. 
Do  you  know  the  difference  it  made,  just 
$1.64  per  hundred,  which  means  almost 
l%c  on  your  poultry  to  start  with,  by 
shipping  it  alive  and  in  carload  lots. 
These  are  the  points  you  want  to  re- 
member. 

BROKE  MARKET  SEVEN 
CENTS  A  POUND 

I  believe  some  people  think — and  they 
have  a  perfect  right  to  their  opinions — 
that  they  can  do  better  shipping  dii-ect 
by  carload  lots;  but  just  as  soon  as  you 
begin  to  increase  your  agencies  you  in- 
crease competition.  Another  case.  We 
had  been  feeding  our  market  carefully, 
sorting  our  stuff,  sending  a  certain  type 
of  poultry  east  to  Montreal  for  Jewi.sh 
trade,  a  certain  grade  to  lumber  camps, 
sorting  it  out,  dressing  and  crating  it, 
nursing  every  market,  feeding  it  just 
what  it  wanted,  moving  all  this  poultry 
clear  out  of  the  Province  so  as  to  hold  the 
home  market  as  high  as  we  could  hold 
it,  and  then  jvist  as  we  had  got  the  thing 
coming  our  way  in  the  Vancouver  mar- 
ket, along  came  two  local  organizations 
with  two  carloads,  not  fixed  up  quite  as 
well  as  ours,  shipped  into  the  Vancouver 
market,  and  they  broke  that  market 
seven  cents  a  pound.  Just  as  soon  as 
you  get  away  from  the  one  or  two  sell- 
ing agencies  nursing  a  market,  expert 
men  studying  that  market,  finding  it 
exactly  what  they  need,  and  somebody 
outside  thinking  they  can  do  better — I 
am  not  complaining,  I  am  simply  point- 
ing out  what  it  may  have  the  effect  of 
doing;  it  is  just  like  you  going  into  a 
store  to  buy  a  suit  of  clothes,  prepared 
to  pay  a  certain  price;  the  man  wants 
to  sell  you  three  suits  and  you  will  get 
the  other  two  at  your  own  price.  Just 
the  case  of  the  wheat  marketing  over 
again.  It  brings  you  right  back  to  the 
central  question.  One  man  can  sell  the 
product  of  fifty  thousand  farmers  to  far 
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It's  So  Simple 
If  You  Will  Use 

ROBIN 
HOOD 

\The  Mone\)  Back 

FLOUR 

My  dear,  you  just  can't 
help  baking  better  bread 
and  cakes  and  things. 
Do  order  some  today 
and  see. 


WATCHES    -  DIAMONDS 
and 

The  Best  Watch  Repairing 

H,   R.   CHAUNCEY,  LTD. 
116  Eighth  Ave.  E.  Calgary 
JEWELERS 


NEW  LAMP  BURNS 
94%  AIR 

Beats  Electric  or  Gas 

A  new  oil  lamp  that  gives  an  amaz- 
ingly brilliant,  soft,  white  light,  even 
better  than  gas  or  electricity,  has  been 
tested  by  the  U.  S.  Government  and 
35  leading  universities  and  found  to 
be  superior  to  10  ordinary  oil  lamps. 
It  burns  without  odor,  smoke  or  noise 
— no  pumping  up,  is  simple,  clean, 
safe.  Burns  94%  air  and  6%  common 
kerosene   (coal  oil). 

The  Inventor,  F.  A.  Johnson,  595 
McDermot  Avenue,  Winnipeg,  is  of- 
fering to  send  a  lamp  on  10  days' 
FREE  trial,  or  even  to  give  one  FREE 
to  the  first  user  in  each  locality  who 
will  help  him  introduce  It.  Write  him 
today  for  full  particulars.  Also  ask 
him  to  explain  how  you  can  get  the 
agency,  and  without  experience  or 
money  make  $250  to  J500  per  month. 


better  advantage  than  they  as  individ- 
uals can  sell  their  own. 

THE  U.  F.  A.  HA3 
COME  THROUGH 

I  am  very  much  gratified  indeed  to 
see  this  fine  attendance  at  the  Conven- 
tion. You  know  there  have  been  people 
going  around  telling  doleful  stories 
about  the  U.  F.  A.,  trying  to  lead  you  to 
believe  that  it  was  down  and  out.  In  my 
judgment  the  organization  has  come 
through  the  trying  time  and  come 
through  it  well.  The  spirit  of  it  is  un- 
broken, and  I  am  satisfied  in  my  mind 
that  it  will  go  on;  but  above  all  things, 
don't  neglect  the  educational  work  right 
in  your  own  home  Local.  If  we  are  to 
attain  to  good  Government,  we  must 
first  attain  to  good  citizenship.  And  I 
know  no  better  way  to  do  it  than  to  sit 
down  with  your  fellows  and  study  and 
read  and  get  to  know  the  problems 
which  are  facing  the  country  of  which 
you  are  a  citizen.  We  must  develop  an 
electorate  that  will  study  and  become 
informed  on  public  questions. 

It  is  a  very  difficult  proposition,  it  is 
practically  an  impossible  proposition,  to 
build  a  democracy  out  of  an  uninformed 
electorate.  Men  cannot  register  their 
minds  intelligently  until  they  have  minds 
to  register.  And  there  is  just  as  great 
a  need  today  in  order  that  we  as  a  Gov- 
ernment and  that  you  as  a  people  re- 
sponsible for  that  Government,  should 
realize  the  responsibilities  which  you  as- 
sumed when  you  put  this  Government  in 
power,  and  do  everything  that  you  can 
do  throughout  the  communities  in  which 
you  live  to  build  up  an  intelligent  re- 
sponsible citizenship.  And  then  if  we 
get  that  built  up  I  care  not  whether  this 
Government  lives  or  goes  down,  if  you 
have  got  that  citizenship  as  a  foundation 
your  Government  is  bound  to  be  just  as 
sound  as  your  citizenship.  (Applause.) 
 0  

PRESIDENT  WOOD  REVIEWS  PROG- 
RESS OF  WHEAT  POOL  AND  DIS- 
CUSSES POLITICAL  SITUATION 
IN  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  ADDRESS 
(Continued  from  page  11) 

gether  hand  in  hand.  A  house  cannot 
be  cleansed  of  disease-bearing  germs 
until  all  its  rooms  are  cleansed.  Neither 
can  a  social  system  be  reorganized  with- 
out reorganizing  both  the  economic  and 
political  systems.  "Our  times  are  in  His 
hand  who  saith  'A  whole  I  planned.' " 
No  social  system  can  continue  to  exist, 
half  democratic  and  half  autocratic. 

The  United  Farmers  cut  Alberta  are 
trying  to  contriibute  to  this  great  work 
of  social  regeneration.  They  have  moved 
in  political  reorganization,  and  they  are 
moving  in  economic  reorganization.  They 
have  put  their  hands  to  the  plow.  Will 
they  turn  back? 

So  far,  they  have  succeeded  as  well  as 
they  had  any  reason  to  hope.  They  have 
demonstrated  what  can  be  done  in  the 
vigor  of  their  youth,  but  not  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  the  strength  of  devel- 
oped maturity.  Will  they  go  on  in  that 
development  guided  by  sanity  and  wis- 
dom, working,  achieving,  until  their  ef- 
forts are  rewarded  with  success,  br  will 
they  retire  from  the  field  exhausted  by 
their  first  effort,  grumblingly  but  sub- 
missively to  resume  the  burdens  of  ser- 
vitude, hoping  that  eventually  some  phil- 
anthropic autocracy  will  lift  the  burdens 
from  their  shoulders  and  set  them  free. 

If  you  cannot  withstand  the  jungle 
chatter  of  the  jungle  people,  you  will 
turn  back  to  the    jungle   and  add  your 


chatter  to  the  jungle  confusion.  If  your 
souls  have  sickened  at  that  chatter  and 
are  filled  with  a  sincere  desire  for  har- 
mony and  order,  you  will  keep  steadfast- 
ly to  your  course.  The  choice  is  yours. 
The  reward  of  success  will  be  yours. 
The  punishment  for  failure  will  be  yours. 
Make  your  choice. 

 0  

CONDEMNS  "FAKE"  PLANS  TO 
"HELP  THE  FARMER" 

Strongly  criticising  certain  proposals 
advanced  by  financial  and  other  inter- 
ests in  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  "helping  the  farmer",  "Co-oper- 
ation", the  official  organ  of  the  Co- 
operative League  in  the  republic,  de- 
clares that  the  benefits  to  be  obtained 
from  these  offers  of  help  from  interests 
which  have  been  largely  responsible  for 
bringing  agriculture  to  its  present  seri- 
ous position,  are  largely  illusory.  Most 
of  the  nostrums  and  cure-alls  which  the 
farmer  is  advised  to  adopt,  by  those 
whose  interest  it  is  to  prevent  him  from 
obtaining  a  position  of  real  independ- 
ence, are  vi^orthless,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  paper,  which  says: 

"When  wheat  was  $1  a  bushel  bread 
was  five  cents  a  loaf.  When  the  price 
of  wheat  went  up  to  $2  bread  went  up 
to  ten  cents  a  loaf.  Now  wheat  has 
been  down  to  the  pre-war  price  for  sev- 
ei-al  years,  but  the  price  of  a  loaf  of 
bread  stays  around  ten  cents.  There  is 
an  old  saying,  'What  goes  up  must 
come  down'.  But  there  is  a  financial 
yeast  that  raises  bread,  and  it  stays 
raised. 

"The  .  farmers  during  the  war,  by 
means  of  patriotism,  pounding  and 
palaver,  got  the  price  of  wheat  boosted 
to  $3  a  bushel.  That  high-priced  wheat 
did  the  farmers  more  harm  than  good. 
They  know  it  now.  The  bankers  got  the 
money,  and  the  next  year  the  farmers 
got  deflation  as  a  present  from  the 
bankers. 

"Most  of  the  people  in  the  United 
States  are  not  farmers.  They  all  eat 
bread.  The  eight  and  ten-cent  loaf  is 
the  price  they  are  still  paying  for  that 
crop  of  $3  wheat  that  was  raised  half  a 
dozen  years  ago.  That  crop  of  wheat 
has  been  bought  and  paid  for  ten  times 
already  by  the  consumers.  And  they 
are  keeping  on  paying  for  it.  But  the 
farmer  does  not  get  the  money.  He 
grows  poorer  every  day. 

"Who  gets  it?  Ask  'Ward,  the  bread 
king'.  The  bread  king  is  a  new  kind  of 
potentate.  He  has  just  been  created, 
crowned  and  placed  upon  his  throne.- 
They  are  everywhere  now — these  bread 
kings.  They  are  one  of  the  glorious 
products  of  .$3  wheat.  The  freight  rates 
on  wheat  and  flour  are  regulated,  but 
there  is  no  regulation  of  the  price  of  the 
baker's  loaf.  Its  maximum  is  the  blue 
sky. 

"Now  the  farmers  are  astir  to  get  the 
price  of  wheat  again  raised.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  being  implored  to  regulate 
the  price  by  buying  the  surplus,  by  sub- 
sidizing the  farmers,  by  imposing  a 
higher  tariff,  or  by  some  other  equally 
fatuous  means.  The  farmers  have  not 
yet  learned  that  the  Government  is  run 
in  the  interest  of  the  trading  business — 
trafficking  in  commodities  and  credits. 
And  if  any  of  the  things  the  farmers 
want  done  are  done,  the  advantages 
will  flow  into  the  pockets  of  somebody 
else  besides  the  farmer.  "The  farmers 
will  get  results  only  as  they'  try  to  solve 
their  problems  by  their  own  co-operative 
efforts  without  the  aid  of  Government." 
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Alberta  Has  Taken  Definite  Lead  in  Fight  for 

Better  Conditions 

Central  Board  of  1923,  in  Report  to  Convention,  Discusses  Work  of  the  Past  Year 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  just 
closed,  there  was  an  unfortunate,  pessi- 
mistic attitude  of  mind  amongst  our 
members,  which  could  not  but  reflect  on 
the  organization  itself.  In  part  this  was 
a  natural  result  of  the  backward  swing 
of  the  pendulum,  after  the  wave  of  en- 
thusiasm which  swept  the  farmers  of 
the  Province  in  the  year  1921.  The  im- 
petus of  this  reflex  action  has  about 
spent  itself,  and  we  may  now  look  for 
the  next  forward  movement,  but  it  has 
left  its  mark  on  the  year's  work  of  the 
U.  F.  A. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Centi*al  Board 
held  just  prior  to  the  last  Annual  Con- 
vention, certain  recommendations  were 
made  as  to  the  systematizing  of  our  fin- 
ances and  the  institution  of  an  annual 
budget.  As  the  old  Board  was  again 
elected  to  office,  with  only  two  changes, 
we  were  placed  in  a  position  to  immedi- 
ately commence  putting  these  recom- 
mendations into  effect,  and  a  Finance 
Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
budget. 

Careful  Estimate  Made 

Being  fully  alive  to  the  seriousness  of 
the  situation  confronting  the  organiza- 
tion, a  carefully  considered  and  conser- 
vative estimate  of  our  year's  revenue  was 
first  made. 

A  systematic  allotment  of  the  esti- 
mated revenue  was  then  made  for  each 
district  to  cover  the  field  work  during 
the  year. 

An  appropriation  was  also  made  to 
cover  the  expenditures  of  each  depart- 
ment in  the  organization. 

Certain  salary  reductions  were  found 
necessary,  and  your  Board  commenced 
its  work  in  this  direction  by  making  a 
substantial  cut  in  the  per  diem  allow- 
ances of  its  members. 

The  services  of  an  expert  office  mana- 
ger were  secured  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  survey  of  the  office,  with  a 
view  to  co-ordinating  the  work  of  the 
different  departments,  and  paring  down 
expenses  to  a  minimum  consistent  with 
efficient  service.  As  a  guide  in  this 
work  he  was  given  a  copy  of  our  budget. 
A  very  excellent  report  was  received 
from  this  gentleman,  and  following  his 
recommendations  the  Executive  found  it 
possible  to  make  further  reductions  in 
the  staff,  which  had  already  been  con- 
siderably lowered  in  numbers.  It  was 
also  found  practicable  to  reduce  the  of- 
fice space  occupied,  and  effect  a  further 
saving  in  rent. 

In  making  our  estimate  of  the  year's 
income,  we  based  it  upon  the  receipts 
from  membership  fees  in  the  year  1922. 
As  the  1922  membership  figures  were  not 
reached,  our  expectations  were  not  real- 
ized. Nevertheless,  we  are  able  to  show 
a  balance  on  the  right  side  of  the  ac- 
count, as  you  will  see  from  the  financial 
statements  which  Avill  be  presented.  This 
result  has  been  achieved  by  very  careful 
management  and  in  spite  of  the  unfortu- 
nate loss  caused  to  the  association  by  the 
failure  of  the  Home  Bank. 

It  should  be  a  source  of  congratulation 
that  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  organization,  in  spite  of  the  severe 


The  report  of  the  Central  Board  of 
the  U.  F.  A.  for  1923  is  printed  In 
full  below. 


handicaps,  we  have  a  balance  on  the 
right  side  of  the  ledger,  from  the  oper- 
ation of  1923. 

During  the  summer  Mr.  Tompkins,  for 
many  years  a  valued  member  of  the 
Central  Office  staff,  left  our  service  to 
take  up  residence  in  another  Province. 

We  must  also  record  the  loss  of  the 
services  of  our  Secretary,  Mr.  Higgin- 
botham,  who  resigned  in  November  last 
in  order  to  engage  in  other  fields  of  ac- 
tivity. The  best  wishes  of  the  Board  and 
of  the  association  accompany  both  of 
these  gentlemen  in  their  new  sphere. 
The  Secretary's  retirement  left  a  vacancy 
in  the  organization  which  has  not  yet 
been  filled.  Coming  at  the  time  when 
preparatory  work  for  the  Annual  Con- 
vention was  about  to  be  commenced,  we 
were  rather  severely  handicapped;  but 
Miss  Bateman,  for  many  years  an  effi- 
cient member  of  the  staff,  has  very  ably 
carried  out  the  secretarial  duties.  Our 
President  and  Vice-president  have  kindly 
undertaken  the  supervision  of  the  work 
of  the  office,  since  Mr.  Higginbotham's 
retirement;  and  the  thanks  of  the  asso- 
ciation are  due  to  Messrs.  Wood  and 
Scholefield,  and  Miss  Bateman,  for  the 
smooth  way  in  which  the  work  of  the 
office  has  been  kept  running. 

Owing  to  the  very  heavy  crop  mark- 
eted in  Alberta  this  last  season,  and  the 
slow  and  difficult  work  of  cutting  and 
threshing  it  in  many  districts,  many  of 
our  Locals  were  less  active  than  usual 
during  the  fall  months.  The  thoughts 
and  energies  of  the  farmer  were  natur- 
ally almost  wholly  centred  on  harvesting 
his  crop,  to  the  exclusion  of  U.  P.  A. 
matters.  But  we  are  glad  to  report  that 
in  the  last  two  months  receipts  of  mem- 
bership fees  have  been  steadily  growing. 
This  still  continues,  and  the  prospects 
are  bi'ight  for  a  considerable  volume  of 
dues  coming  forward  during  the  early 
months  of  1924.  In  fact  at  the  moment 
of  writing,  approximately  $600  have  al- 
ready come  in  in  payment  of  1924  fees. 

Work  of  the  Board 

Three  meetings  of  the  full  Board  have 
been  held  during  the  year,  and  five  m.eet- 
ings  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

At  the  initial  meeting  of  the  Board, 
it  was  decided  to  organize  systematically 
for  the  year's  work  by  the  appointment 
of  standing  committees,  each  charged 
with  the  duty  of  dealing  specifically 
with  a  department  of  the  association's 
activities. 

A  General  Marketing  Committee  was 
appointed,  with  sub-committees  on  Grain 
Marketing,  Meat  and  Livestock  Market- 
ing, and  Co-operative  Marketing.  A  Com- 
mittee on  Transportation,  and  another 
on  Banking  and  Credit  were  also  ap- 
pointed; besides  the  customary  News- 
paper, Legislative  and  other  committees 
of  the  Board. 

Organization 

Whilst  a    certain    appropriation  was 


made  by  the  Board  for  Field  Work  in 
each  of  the  districts,  owing  to  conditions 
during  the  year  the  actual  organization 
work  done  has  been  somewhat  limited. 
Much  of  the  work  accomplished  has  been 
upon  a  voluntary  basis,  and  in  some  of 
the  districts  nothing  whatever  has  been 
charged  to  the  Central  Office  for  organ- 
ization expenses.  The  outlay  under  this 
head  has  therefore  been  very  modest. 
1921  Deficit  Fund 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  Locals  and 
members  to  assist  in  liquidating  the 
heavy  deficit  which  remained  on  our 
books  from  the  year  1921.  The  splendid 
response  to  this  appeal  has  been  very 
gratifying  as  showing  the  real,  practical 
interest  of  the  members  in  the  associa- 
tion's welfare. 

"U.  F.  A."  Newspaper 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  during 
the  past  year  the  newspaper  has  been 
able  to  show  that  it  is  upon  a  paying 
basis.  Whilst  it  may  not  have  been  able 
to  quite  come  up  to  the  expectations  of 
some  of  our  members,  we  nevertheless 
feel  that  it  has  been  a  source  of  strength 
to  the  association. 

Last  Year's  Resolutions 

In  accordance  with  our  established 
custom,  the  resolutions  of  last  year's 
Convention  were  duly  presented  to  the 
appropriate  authorities. 

The  action  taken  on  the  resolutions 
pertaining  to  Dominion  matters  was  em- 
bodied in  a  report  published  in  "The 
U.  F.  A."  of  October  1st,  from  Mr.  H.  E. 
Spencer,  secretary  of  the  Alberta  Pro- 
gressive members. 

Those  dealing  with  Provincial  matters 
were  duly  presented  to  the  Provincial 
Cabinet,  and  a  lengthy  and  detailed  re- 
port from  the  Provincial  Government 
covering  the  action  taken  in  connection 
with  the  various  matters  embodied 
therein,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary; 
with  the  exception  of  the  resolution  deal- 
ing with  the  organization  of  a  Provincial 
bank.  This  matter  will  be  dealt  with  in 
a  special  report  presented  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Our  request  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Federal  Loan  Department  was  embod- 
ied in  a  motion  introduced  by  Mr.  Robert 
Gardiner  in  the  Special  Committee  to  en- 
quire into  Agricultural  Conditions  last 
session.  It  was  recommended  to  the 
House,  but  no  action  by  the  House  of 
Commons  has  as  yet  resulted. 

Wheat  Pool 

At  the  last  Convention  resolutions 
were  passed  calling  upon  the  Dominion 
Government,  or  in  the  alternative  the 
Provincial  Government,  to  establish  a 
Wheat  Boai'd,  with  compulsory  powers. 
This  was  not  found  possible,  but  the  year 
has  seen  the  inauguration  of  a  Volun- 
tary Contract  Wlieat  Pool  in  Alberta,  as 
the  result  of  the  initiative  taken  by  your 
Board  through  its  Marketing  Committee 
and  the  special  Wheat  Pool  Committee 
subsequently  appointed.  This  subject  is 
more  fully  dealt  with  in  a  report  which 
will  be  presented  from  the  Marketing 
Committee. 

Constitution 

The  Constitution  was  revised  in  part 
at  the  last  Convention.    The  work  was 
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GRAIN  PRICES 

are  low  and  the  Grain  Growers'  ex- 
penses are  no  less  so  that  it  becomes 
imperative  that  every  Grain  Grower 
should  endeavor  to  dispose  of  his 
grain  in  such  a  way  that  he  will  get 
every  fraction  of  a  cent  there  is  in  it. 

We  can  dispose  of  your  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  rye  and  flax  in  an  intelligent 
and  satisfactory  way.  We  handle 
strictly  on  commission,  advance  money 
on  shipping  bills,  look  carefully  after 
grading,  obtain  best  prices  and  fur- 
nish prompt  settlements. 

If  you  have  grain  to  sell  it  will  pay 
you  to  write  to  us  at  once  for  Price 
Prospects,  shipping  bills  and  full  in- 
formation as  to  how  you  can  get  the 
most  out  of  your  grain. 

We  also  handle  investment  and 
hedging  orders  in  grain  futures. 

THOMPSON,  SONS  &  COMPANY 

Established  1884. 
Grain  Commission  Merchants 
745  H   Grain    Exchange,  Winnipeg 
104    Helgerson    Block,  Saskatoon 


The  most  stubborn  spavins 
yield  to  Gombault's  Caustic 
Balsam.  It  produces  the  same 
results  as  firing  or  cauteriz- 
ing— but  without  leaving 
blemish  or  scar.  Hair  returns 
to  its  natural  color. 

Gombault's  Caustic  Balsam, 
imported  from  France,  is 
made  from  oils  of  marvelous 
penetrative  and  curative 
power. 

An  unequalled  remedy  for 
Spavin,  Capped  Hock,  Curb, 
Splint,  Ringbone,  Thorough- 
pin,  Barbed  Wire  Cuts,  etc. 

Cheap  at  the  price,  because  it  gt>es 
further  than  any  liniment,  and  you 
can  always  RELY  UPON  IT.  $1.50 
at  your  drug-gist's,  or  direct  from  us 
upon  receipt  of  price. 

Good  for  you,  too. 

It  scatters  congestion  and  destroys 
pain ;  effective  yet  harmless. 

The  Lawrence- Williams  Company, 
Toronto,  Ontario.  Sole  Distributors 
for  Canada.  9 


gombault's 

Caustic 


BOOTH'S  TANNERY 

TANNERS  AND  FUR  DRESSERS 

Manufacturers  of  robes,  coats,  mitts, 
harness,  lace  and  rawhide  leathers 
from  customer's  own  cattle  and  horse 
hides.  Tanned  and  lined  robe  complete 
$16.00. 

Write  for  price  list,  sample  of  robe 
lining  and  shipping  tags  before  ship- 
ping to  others. 

2723  14th  Street  N.  W.  Calgary,  Alta. 


not  completed;  but  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Convention^  the 
Board  incoi-porated  the  revised  portion 
with  the  unrevised  portion,  so  as  to  co- 
ordinate the  two. 

Conclusion 

We  believe  that  during  the  past  year 
Alberta  has  taken  a  definite  lead  in  the 
fight  for  better  economic  conditions.  She 
has  taken  a  step  forward  along  sound 


and  practical  lines.  In  doing  this,  she 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  her  future  progrcs.3 
will  be  carefully  followed  not  only  by 
our  fellow  farmers  but  by  every  com- 
munity, urban  as  well  as  rural.  It  be- 
hooves us,  therefore,  to  live  up  to  the 
high  standard  we  have  ourselves  estab- 
lished, and  retain  our  place  in  the  van- 
guard in  the  march  for  improved  condi- 
tions. 


Have  Been  Factor  in  Cattle  Market 
for  First  Time  in  Ten  Years 

C.  Rice-Jones  Declares  Market  Prices  of     Cattle  Have  Been  From  a  Quarter  to 
Hall  a  Cent  Higher,  Owing  to  Influence  of  Cattle  Pool — Outlines  Devel- 
opment to  U.  F.  A.  Convention 


"The  past  season,  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Cattle  Pool,  is  the  first  in 
the  ten  years  in  which  we  have  been  in 
the  cattle  business,  selling  your  cattle  on 
commission,  that  we  have  been  a  real 
factor  on  the  market,"  stated  C.  Rice- 
Jones,  vice-president  of  the  United 
Grain  Growers,  Ltd.,  in  an  address  be- 
fore the  Annual  Convention  of  the  U. 
F.  A.  in  Edmonton  on  Thursday,  Jan- 
uary 17th. 

"We  cannot  force  the  prices  up  just 
where  we  would  like  them,  but  we  are 
in  the  position  that  we  say  now  lots  of 
times  what  we  want  for  these  cattle,  and 
what  we  will  take  for  them.  Before,  we 
were  told  by  the  buyers  what  they  would 
give  us  for  them,  and  if  we  didn't  want 
to  take  that,  what  could  we  do  with  the 
cattle?  They  knew  we  had  to  sell  on 
the  local  market.  Now,  if  the  price 
doesn't  suit  us,  we  can  .ship  the  cattle 
out.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  for  weeks  at  a  time  the  marker, 
price  has  been  from  a  quarter  to  a  half 
a  cent  higher  on  all  the  cattle  than  it 
would  have  been  had  we  not  been  oper- 
ating the  Pool." 

Thirty  Per  Cent,  in  Pool 

From  July  1st  to  December  31st,  Mr. 
Rice-Jones  stated,  approximately  87,500 
head,  or  about  thirty  per  cent.*  of  all  the 
cattle  marketed  in  Western  Canada,  had 
passed  through  the  Pool,  which  had  re- 
ceived slightly  better  support  from  Mani- 
toba and  Saskatchewan  than  from  Al- 
berta. One  of  the  big  factors  in  the 
business,  he  said,  was  the  ability, 
through  the  Pool  system,  to  have  the 
cattle  sorted  out  and  sold  in  uniform 
lots.  When  stockers  and  feeders  be- 
came aware  that  the  Pool  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  this,  the  management  expected 
to  have  a  practical  monopoly  of  their 
business. 

"We  have  demonstrated  to  our  ovm 
satisfaction,"  he  declared,  "that  the  Pool 
system  is  the  only  way  in  which  the 
spread  between  the  producer  and  the 
consumer  can  be  narrowed.  There  are 
expenses  in  connection  with  getting 
started  and  developing  connections  that 
are  rather  heavy  the  first  year,  but  I 
can  assure  you  that  we  are  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  progress  that  is  being 
made.  If  the  Pool  never  distributed  a 
dollar  it  would  have  been  worth  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  a  year  to 
the  farmers  in  the  Western  Provinces 
owing  to  the  circumstance  that  it  is  a 
factor  in  the  market.  There  is  just  as 
big  an  opportunity,  and  I  am  not  sure  if 
there  is  not  a  bigger  opportunity — more 
room  for  improvement — in  the  cattle 
business  even  than  in  wheat;  and  I  vdll 


agree  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  room 
for  improvement  in  the  wheat." 

Why  Weekly  Basis  Abandoned 

After  reAiewing  the  development  of 
co-operative  shipping  of  cattle,  from  its 
early  beginnings  under  the  direction  of 
the  Alberta  Farmers'  Co-operative  Ele- 
vator Company  ten  years  ago,  to  the 
present  time,  Mr.  Rice-Jones  stated  that 
the  Cattle  Pool  had  been  inaugurated  on 
February  5th,  1923.  Experience  had  re- 
vealed many  objections  to  the  weekly 
basis.  In  the  fall  of  the  year,  on  a 
downward  market,  there  had  been  too 
good  an  opportunity  for  those  opposed  to 
the  pooling  system  to  ijig  the  market 
and  force  the  Pool  to  come  out  with  a 
loss.  On  July  1st  the  Pool  had  been 
placed  on  a  yearly  basis,  when  it  was 
decided  to  advance  the  full  market 
price;  and  on  that  basis  the  Pool  was' 
now  operating. 

"The  opposition  to  the  Pool,"  said  the 
speaker,  "has  been  extremely  bitter  on 
the  part  of  those  people  who  have  been 
privately  dealing  in  livestock." 

 0  

FOUNDATION  WORK  HARDEST 

The  process  of  shaping  a  nation's  pro- 
ductive and  commercial  activities,  or  even 
a  large  pai-t  of  them,  is  likened  by  the 
"Co-operative  News,"  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, to  rolling  a  huge  rock  downhill.  At 
first,  the  task  will  be  one  of  prodigious 
difficulty,  and  the  rock  may  appear  too 
big  and  too  solidly  fixed  to  move. 

The  foundation  work  of  propaganda 
and  education  in  co-operation  is  the  hard- 
est. Old  fashioned  traditions,  prejudices 
and  habits  are  obstinate  things  to  deal 
with;  but  if  the  movement  towards  co- 
operation can  once  be  set  going  it  will 
gather  speed  and  force  from  its  own  in- 
creasing vitality. 

Something  like  this  has  taken  place  in 
Denmark,  where  co-operative  ideals  have 
been  successfully  applied  to  agriculture. 
There  has  been  marked'  improvement  in 
the  technical  methods  of  farmers  since 
they  learned  to  work  together,  to  share 
their  experiences,  to  organize  technical 
instruction,  and  to  increase  the  use  of 
co-operatively  bought  fertilizers.  The 
organization  of  the  co-operative  dairies 
and  bacon  factories  has  practically  en- 
abled the  fanners  to  control  the  markets 
in  these  products,  no  less  than  85  per 
cent,  of  the  dairy  products  of  Denmark 
being  now  marketed  througli  co-opera- 
tives. 

Retail  co-operative  stores  in  Denmark 
are  found  principally  in  rural  centres,  and 
are  often  the  sole  stores  in  the  district. 

Professor  Jens  Warming,  a  Danish 
economist,  is  quoted  as  saying  that  the 
co-operative  spirit  has  now  permeated 
all  sections  of  the  Danish  people. 
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CONVENTION  REJECTS  PROPOSAL 
TO  EST-AJBLISH  BANK  OWNED 
BY  ALBERTA  GOVERNMENT 
(Continued  from  page  6) 

"Be  it  further  resolved,  that  it  is  our 
desire  that  the  members  of  the  Provincial 
l^egislature  should  use  whatever  means 
within  their  power  to  urge  the  present 
Provincial  Government  to  make  application 
for  a  Dominion  charter  and  commence 
operations  as  soon  as  possible,  and. 

"That  we  further  recommend  that  the 
Government  take  seriously  into  considora- 
tion  the  proposed  credit  reform  proposals 
as  outlined  in  the  article  which  appeared  in 
the  last  issue  of  'The  U.  F.  A.',  January 
15th,  1924,  and, 

"Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  recom- 
mend that  they  take  into  consideration 
resolution  No.  27  as  It  appears  in  the 
printed  convention  program  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  credit  society." 

The  last  two  paragraphs  of  the  resolution 
were  deleted  on  motion  from  the  floor,  the 
chairman  having  pointed  out  that  it  was 
desirable  that  the  resolution  should  deal 
with  one  subject  only,  and  that  the  matters 
referred  to  in  these  paragraphs  should  be 
considered  separately. 

Reform  of  Urgent  Importance 

John  Egger,  of  Sullivan  Lake,  spoke 
briefly  on  the  resolution,  declaring  that 
financial  reform  was  of  urgent  importance. 
A  similar  resolution  had  been  passed  at  the 
last  Convention,  he  said.  It  had  been  sug- 
gested that  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
educate  the  Provincial  members.  "Sorie 
you  can  educate  and  some  refuse  to  learn," 
declared  Mr.  Egger. 

Carl  Axelson,  of  Bingville,  spoke  briefly 
in  favor  of  the  resolution,  while  A.  L.  Blue, 
a  director  in  the  Ribstone  U.  F.  A.  Provin- 
cial Constituency  Association,  contended 
that  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Government 
to  "put  the  soft  pedal  on  the  banking  ques- 
tion." "The  proper  thing  for  us  to  do  is 
to  take  this  up  with  our  local  members," 
said  Mr.  Critchlow  of  Barrhead. 

"Pick  Up  a  Bank  Cheap" 

"I  think  if  you  wait  a  bit  you  may  be 
able  to  pick  up  a  bank  cheap,"  declared  F. 
W.  Smith  of  Sedgewick,  humorously.  "We 
have  banks  enough  in  Alberta,  and  they 
own  90  per  cent,  of  the  country.  Why 
create  another?  I  think  it  would  be  the 
height  of  folly  to  insist  on  starting  a  bank 
at  this  tinie.  We  have  had  too  much 
credit." 

Aid.  East  Speaks 
Aid.  James  East,  of  Edmonton,  who  had 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  resolution, 
was  Invited  to  speak  and  addressed  the  Con- 
vention at  length,  setting  forth  the  case  for 
reform  of  the  financial  and  credit  system. 
With  the  aid  of  a  number  of  diagrams,  con- 
structed from  banking  and  official  sources, 
he  described  the  operation  of  the  banking 
system  of  Canada,  and  the  "pyramiding"  of 
currency  and  credit  upon  the  narrow  "gold 
basis",  stating  that  this  basis  had  long  been 
discarded  in  practice.  Mr.  East's  address 
was  closely  followed  by  the  Convention. 
"The  banking  system  is  a  splendid  one", 
he'  said,"  "that  is  why  we  want  to  share  it. 
We  are  advocating  that  we  do  co-opera- 
tively what  other  people  are  doing,  only 
that  we  eliminate  the  interest  burden.  The 
banks  made  the  laws.  They  are  usually 
called  in  and  asked  what  they  want.  This 
investigation  in  Ottawa  is  the  first  time 
that  the  banks  were  really  put  on  the  grid 
and  made  to  admit  that  the  origin  of  this 
circulating  credit  was  by  the  process  of 
making  loans  to  the  people  that  stood  be- 
hind it,  and  that  is  why  we  want  to  start 
our  own  bank  and  stand  behind  it,  and  sup- 
ply money  at  cost,  and  not  at  the  extor- 
tionate rate  of  interest  charged  by  the 
bank." 

William  Irvine  Opposes 

"If  I  were  Premier  of  Alberta  and  I  were 
asked  to  carry  the  terms  of  this  resolution 
into  effect.  I  would  not  do  it,"  declared 
William  Irvine,  M.P.  "I  would  resign,  and 
say,  'Go  ahead  and  do  this  yourselves,'  and 
I  should  be  sure  that  if  you  attempted  it, 
you  would  come  a  cropper. 

"It  gives  me  considerable  pain  to  be  on 
the  opposite  side  to  my  friend  Mr.  East," 


said  Mr.  Irvine,  "for  I  agree  fully  with  what 
he  has  said  in  regard  to  the  basis  of  our 
credit  system,  and  to  the  need  for  reform. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  creation  of  a  Provin- 
cial bank  because  I  believe  its  establishment 
would  stand  in  the  way  of  our  securing  real 
redress." 

Mr.  Irvine  contended  that  a  Provincial 
bank  organized  upon  the  same  basis  as  the 
existing  chartered  banks  would  give  exactly 
the  same  financial  results  as  these  banks 
gave,  because  it  would  be  bound  by  exactly 
the  same  conditions.  Government  owner- 
ship was  a  doubtful  remedy  for  anything. 

While  the  Provincial  Government  might 
own  the  bank,  the  Dominion  Government 
would  exercise  control  over  its  operation, 
and  would  tie  the  hands  of  the  Provincial 
Government.  The  bank  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  operating  under  a  Bank  Act 
which  was  really  the  creature  of  the  bank- 
ers. "You  would  own  a  bank  controlled  by 
your  enemies." 

Should  Consider  Report 

Referring  to  the  report  received  from  the 
Alberta  Government,  Mr.  Irvine  said  that  he 
believed  that  they  had  inquired  into  the 
matter  in  all  sincerity.  They  had  given 
their  answer.  "Tou  owe  it  out  of  common 
respect  to  your  Government  and  to  your 
own  intelligence  at  least  to  listen  to  their 
arguments  before  re-passing  this  resolution," 
he  declared. 

Mr.  Irvine  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  bankers  of  Canada  were  seeking  a  re- 
turn to  the  gold  standard.  If  any  such  re- 
turn were  made,  the  volume  of  credit  which 
the  Provincially-owned  bank  could  issue 
would  be  very  definitely  restricted. 

Change  In  Policy  Needed 

The  resolution  did  not  call  for  any  change 
of  a  fundamental  character.  It  called  for 
a  change  in  administration,  not  in  financial 
policy,  and  It  was  a  complete  change  in 
financial  policy  that  was  needed  today,  if 
society  were  to  be  preserved.  "You  cannot 
gather  grapes  off  thorns,  or  figs  off  thistles, 
or  cast  out  devils  by  Beelzebub."  Mr. 
Irvine  said  that  to  establish  a  Provincially- 
owned  bank  would  be  like  placing  a  new 
engine  on  an  old  track — its  destination 
would  be  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  any 
other  engine,  so  long  as  the  direction  of  the 
track  remained  the  same.  For  this  reason, 
"I  would  fight  your  Provincial  Bank  as  sin- 
cerely as  I  would  fight  your  Bank  of  Mont- 
real," he  declared. 

Prices  Problem  Vital 

In  all  financial  and  credit  problems,  three 
main  factors  must  be  considered— credit, 
purchasing  power  and  prices— and  there 
could  be  no  real  solution  of  the  problem  if 
any  of  these  factors  were  left  out  of  con- 
sideration. Any  financial  proposal  that  dis- 
regarded the  question  of  prices  touched  only 
a  part  of  the  problem,  and  would  not  bring 
the  desired  result. 

If  a  bank  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Alberta  Government  were  established,  it 
would  be  faced  with  four  po.ssibilities.  (1) 
It  might  issue  the  same  volume  of  credit  as 
the  other  banks,  at  the  same  rate  of  inter- 
est, "in  which  case  it  would  function  as  they 
do  now.  (2)  It  could  issue  more  credit,  at 
the  same  rate  of  interest,  in  which  case 
there  would  be  inflation  causing  Increased 
prices  all  round;  (3)  it  could  issue  less 
credit  at  the  same  rate  of  interest  in  which 
case  the  tendency  would  be  towards  defla- 
tion; or  (4)  it  could  issue  more  credit  at  a 
lower  rate  of  interest  than  the  existing 
chartered  banks.  As  to  the  fourth  possi- 
bility, Mr.  Irvine  said  that  if  credit  were  to 
be  issued  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  a  lower 
rate  would  have  to  be  given  on  deposits, 
under  present  conditions.  But  if  satisfac- 
tory interest  were  not  given  on  deposits, 
where  was  the  Government  going  to  get 
them?  Where  was  the  farmer  who  would 
place  his  money  in  an  Alberta  Government 
bank  without  interest.  If  he  could  get  inter- 
est on  his  money  from  a  bank  say  in  Sas- 
katchewan? 

Practical  Difficulties 

Going  on  to  deal  with  what  he  considered 
to  be  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
establishment  of  a  Government-owned  bank 
In  Alberta,  Mr.  Irvine  said  that  three  ways 
of  getting  capital  would  be  open  to  the  Gov- 
ernment.   One  would  be  to  sell  stock;  an- 

( Continued  on  page  20) 


fTfjis  Amount  l^ds  beeQ  Giv^rj'Awd^ 
f  REEa,Iso  hundreds  of  Merchandise  Prizes 
§200.00  n}ore  IN  CASH  Will  be 
6  i/ferj  >iv/Ay  as  follows 

1st  Prize.  $50.00  in  Cash 
2nd  Prize.  $40.00  in  Cash 
3rd  Prize,  S35.00  in  Cash 
4th  Prize,  $2S.G0  in  Cash 
5th  to  9th  Prizes— Each  $  1  0.00 
TOGETHER  WITH  MANY  MERCHANDISE  PRIZES 


Solve  this  puzzle  and  win  a  CASH  PRIZE 
There  are  7  faces  in  the  picture  besides  the 
two  Campers,  Can  you  fiad  them?  If  so 
mark  each  one  wilh  an  X,  cut  out  the  picture 
and  write  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper  there 
words,  "I  havefound  all  the  faces  and  marked 
Ihem"  and  mail  same  to  us  wi(h  your  name 
and  address.  In  case  of  lies,  hand  wrilingr  and 
neatness  will  be  considered  factors.  If  correct 
we  will  advise  you  by  return  mail  of  a  simple 
condition  to  fulfill.  Don't  send  any  money. 
You  can  be  a  prize  winner  without  spending 
one  cent  of  your  money.  Send  your  reply  to 

GOOD  HOPE  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 

275  CRAIG  STREET  WEST. 
MONTREAL,         -         -  CANADA 


FORD  WINTER  REPAIR 
RATES 

Until  March  1st  next,  our  Special 
Rates  are  in  effect: 

Complete   IVIotor  Overhaul   $25.00 

Rear  Axle   Overhaul    5.00 

Front  Axle  and  Steering    4.50 

Reboring,  Rebabblting,  etc.  Send  us 
your  Engine  Blocks  for  Guaranteed 
Workmanship. 

GENUINE  FORD  PARTS 

MACLIN  MOTORS  LTD. 

Eleventh  Avenue  and  First  St.  West 
IV17311  Calgary  Ford  Dealers 


WHEN  IN  EDMONTON 
MAKE 

The  Corona 
Hotel 

"YOUR"  HEADQUARTERS 


Rates  that  are  Reasonable. 
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The  United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta  in 

Annual  Convention 


On  Wednesday,  January  16th,  the 
United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta  opened 
their  Ninth  Annual  Convention  in  the 
lounge  room  of  the  G.  W.  V.  A.  Hall  in 
Edmonton.  There  were  in  attendance 
ninety-one  accredited  delegates,  fourteen 
officers  and  a  large  number  of  visitors. 
Following  the  singing  of  "0!  Canada!" 
in  unison  with  the  U.  F.  A.  delegates, 
the  Convention  was  officially  opened  by 
the  president,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Sears.  Tiie 
invocation  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Garritt,  Chaplain  of  the  G.  W.  V.  A. 

Nominations  for  chairman  of  the  Con- 
vention resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.s. 
E.  B.  Gunn  by  acclamation. 

At  the  request  of  the  Convention,  the 
chairman  appointed  as  the  Convention 
committees,  Mrs.  W.  Ross  of  Millet, 
Mrs.  Dave  Christie  of  iStrathcona,  Mrs. 
Winnifred  Baker  of  Medicine  Hat,  on 
the  Resolutions  Committee;  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Wyman  of  Baintree,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Postans 
of  Heath,  and  Mrs.  Alice  Benson  of 
Nightingale,  on  the  Credentials  Commit- 
tee; Mrs.  Jean  Field  of  Kinuso,  Mrs.  A. 
H.  Warr  of  Waskatenau,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
ZaczshowsM  of  Strome,  on  the  Order  of 
Business  Committee. 

Mrs.  Sears  Retires  From  Presidency 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Sears  presented  her  report 
as  President,  which  included  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  conference  with  the  Alberta 
Government  on  the  resolutions  passed 
by  the  1923  Convention  and  of  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Canadian  Council 
of  Agriculture.  Mrs.  Sears  spoke  at 
some  length  on  the  prohibition  question, 
remarking  that  "a  change  of  sentiment 
cannot  be  made  in  the  course  of  two 
years  or  five  or  more.  It  has  been 
formed  and  crystallized  for  ages.  Back 
of  the  physical  habit  of  drinking  has 


MRS.  R.  B.  GUNN, 
President  U.F.W.A, 


By  Miss  J.  B.  Kidd 


been  the  thought  in  favor  of  drinking 
down  through  countless  generations. 
This  thought  or  sentiment  must  first  be 
changed  before  we  see  results.  This  is 
a  process  that  only  the  travail  of  time 
can  work  out."  In  concluding  her  ad- 
dress, Mrs.  Sears  expressed  her  decision 
to  discontinue  her  work  as  U.  F.  W.  A. 
President.  "This  does  not,  however," 
she  said,  "end  my  active  interest  in  the 
U.  F.  W.  A.  To  your  incoming  Presi- 
dent I  pledge  my  loyalty  and  support 
and  trust  her  associations  with  you  all 
may  be  as  pleasant  and  profitable  as 
mine  have  been." 

The  President's  report  was  followed 
by  the  report  of  the  First  Vice-president, 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Gunn,  who  stated  that  in  ad- 
dition to  attending  all  U.  F.  W.  A.  Board 
and  Executive  meetings  and  meetings  of 
the  U.  F.  A.  Board,  she  had  accepted  as 
far  as  possible  any  invitations  received 
to  speak  at  Locals  and  District  Associa- 
tions. 

Prospects  Never  Brighter 

"Looking  back  over  the  year,"  said 
Mrs.  Gunn,  "we  find  that  it  has  been  a 
disappointment  from  an  organization 
standpoint  in  that  the  financial  strin- 
gency has  been  reflected  in  our  member- 
ship. In  spite  of  the  fact  that  women 
are  well  trained  in  effecting  petty  econ- 
omies, many  of  our  most  loyal  women 
have  been  unable  to  find  the  money  ne- 
cessary to  pay  their  membership  fees. 
It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  economic 
conditions  on  the  farm  that  this  should 
apply,  as  it  has  done,  to  men  and  women 
throughout  the  Province  this  year.  How- 
ever, at  the  close  of  this  year  we  can 
also  say  that  never  have  prospects  been 
brighter  for  our  organization.  The  clos- 
ing months  of  1923  have  been  marked  by 
an  unparalleled  interest  in  all  forms  of 
co-operative  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
farm  women.  The  growth  of  the  co- 
operative spirit  has  been  increasingly 
manifest  not  only  in  the  larger  arena  of 
the  Wheat  Pool,  but  also  in  the  many 
Locals  actively  engaged  in  discussion 
and  operation  of  co-operative  marketing 
of  eggs  and  poultry.  Organized  farm 
women  are  acutely  interested  in  discov- 
ering avenues  of  economic  independence 
through  profitable  marketing  of  the 
small  produce  which  usually  falls  to 
their  jurisdiction,  such  as  poultry  pro- 
ducts, dairy  products,  garden  products 
and  small  fruits.  In  fact  farm  women, 
with  properly  organized  co-operative 
marketing  machinery,  hold  an  enviable 
position  as  potential  producers. 
Firmer  Determination  to  Present  United 
Front 

"With  the  closing  of  harvesting  oper- 
ations," concluded  Mrs.  Gunn,  "renewed 
interest  has  been  apparent  in  the  Local 
meetings  throughout  the  Province,  and 
it  is  seen  that  the  farm  women  are  con- 
scious that  a  testing  time  has  arrived  in 
our  organization.  They  realize  oppos- 
ing interests  are  .concentrating  on  the 
breaking  down  and  disintegration  of  our 
organized  group.  With  this  realization 
has  come  a  firmer  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  farm  men  and  women  to 
march  forward  with  increasing  strength 


towards  the  goal  of  our  desires,  a  happy, 
contented,  prosperous  rural  people,  know- 
ing full  well  that  this  contentment  and 
prosperity  will  inevitably  be  reflected 
throughout  the  entire  life  of  the  nation. 
The  measure  of  our  success  towards  this 


MRS.  M.  L.  SEARS 

Mrs.  Sears  retired  from  office  after  serving 
as  President  of  the  U.  F.  W.  A.  from  Janu- 
arj',  1920,  to  January,  1924.  She  was  pre- 
sented with  a  beautiful  necklace  by  the 
TT.  F.  W.  A.  delegates  in  appreciation  of 
her  long  and  faithful  service  to  the  organ- 
ization. 


end  for  1924  -will  be  determined  by  the 
activities  and  membership  of  the  Locals 
throughout  the  Province.  The  measure 
of  our  success  is  your  responsibility  and 
mine." 

The  Convention  expressed  its  sincere 
regret  that  Mrs.  B.  F.  Kiser  was  unable 
owing  to  illness  to  be  present  to  give  her 
report  as  Second  Vice-president. 
(To  be  continued) 
 o  

THE    UNITED    FARMERS    OF  AL- 
BERTA IN  SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 
(Continued  from  page  8) 
Election  of  President 
Addressing   the   Convention  prior   to  the 
ballot  for  President,  George  Bevington  said 
it   was  difficult  for  him   to  know  exactly 
what  to  do,  as  the  Convention  had  not  ar- 
rived at  any  decision  in  regard  to  one  of  the 
questions  before  it.    He  had  always  been  a 
co-operator,  and  he  would  urge  the  farmers 
to  go  as  far  as  they  could  in  developing  co- 
operative enterprise.     "We  shall  doubtless 
fall  many  times  before  we  are  able  to  walk," 
he   said.     Those  who  had  been  associated 
with    one   another    on   the    Executive  had 
reached   a    stage    where    they    could  work 
harmoniously  while  differing  in  details.  The 
progressives  must  be  tolerated,  and  all  the 
farmers  must  be  held  together  in  one  organ- 
ization.   There  might  be  a  progressive  ele- 
ment which  was  over-anxious  for  progress. 
C.  H.  Harris 
Mr.  Harris  declared  that  if  elected  his 
whole  energy  would  be  devoted  to  making 
the    organization    one    hundred    per  cent 
strong.    He  had  done  all  he  could  to  create 
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the  present  Government.  "If  you  want  a 
great  philosopher  to  be  able  to  guide  the 
Government,"  said  he,  "don't  elect  me."  The 
president  of  the  U.F.A.,  he  thought,  should 
not  be  in  politics.  Mr.  Harris  said  he  had 
no  criticism  of  the  press  to  offer  at  this 
time. 

W.  J.  Jackman 

W.  J.  Jackman  said  he  had  been  in  the 
movement  since  1906,  and  continuously  in 
office  up  to  the  present  time.  The  most  im- 
portant issue  of  all  was  that  of  banking  and 
credit,  but  until  the  farmers  had  decided  in 
their  own  minds  what  should  be  done,  they 
should  not  expect  their  officers  to  support  any 
particular  plan.  Co-operative  marketing  was 
the  most  urgent  matter  pressing  for  solution 
at  this  time.  The  Wheat  Pool  should  not  be 
allowed  to  weaken  the  parent  organization. 
The  work  before  the  President  of  the  U.F.A. 
was  sufficient  to  take  all  of  one  man's 
time. 

H.  W.  Wood 

All  of  the  candidates  received  a  good 
hearing.  When  President  Wood  rose  to 
speak  he  was  received  with  general  cheers. 
His  policy,  he  said,  had  been  defined  in 
part  in  his  Annual  Address.  The  aim  of  the 
leadership  of  the  U.F.A.  should  be  to  be  as 
constructive  as  possible  in  all  that  was 
undertaken;  and  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible 
public  criticism  of  what  others  were  doing, 
where  this  might  create  confusion.  It  was 
possible,  said  Mr.  Wood,  in  some  cases  for 
men  to  make  themselves  popular  by  destruc- 
tive criticism  of  others. 

"There  is  only  one  office  more  important 
than  that  of  President  of  the  U.  F.  A.,  and 
that  is  the  office  of  President  of  the 
U.S.A.,"  declared  Mr.  Wood  amid  cheers  and 
laughter. 

Dealing  with  a  suggestion  that  had  been 
made,  that  one  man  should  not  occupy  the 
dual  position  of  President  of  the  U.F.A.  and 
chairman  of  the  Wheat  Pool,  Mr.  Wood 
referred  to  the  fact  that  the  Provisional 
Directors  of  the  Wheat  Pool  were  fully 
aware  that  he  was  President  of  the  U.F.A. 
when  they  asked  him  to  take  the  chairman- 
ship, and  there  was  no  suggestion  that  he 
should  give  up  the  presidency — "and,"  added 
he,  with  emphasis,  "I  have  no  intention  of 
giving  up  the  chairmanship  of  the  Wheat 
Pool." 

"Interlocking  Directorates" 
There  was  a  real  objection  to  "interlock- 
ing directorates"  in  cases  where  public  in- 
terest might  conflict  with  private  interests, 
and  such  interlocking  might  prove  a  social 
menace..  "If  the  directorate  of  a  great 
financial  institution,  handling  the  public's 
money,  were,  through  influence  in  other 
directorates,  borrowing  from  it,  such 
a  situation  might  under  certain  conditions 
become  menacing.  "But,"  asked  Mr.  Wood, 
"are  the  Wheat  Pool  and  the  U.F.A.  so  an- 
tagonistic to  each  other  that  the  same  man 
cannot  serve  on  the  directorates  of  both?" 
Two  other  farmers'  institutions  in  Alberta 
some  years  ago  began  to  drift  apart.  If  the 
U.  F.  A.  and  the  Wheat  Pool  drifted  apart 
both  would  suffer  serious  injury.  If,  how- 
ever, they  could  be  prevented  from  drifting 
apart  for  two  years,  they  would  during  that 
period  begin  to  grow  together.  "You  wound 
one,  and  the  other  bleeds,"  said  the  Presi- 
dent. 

"My  policy  as  President  of  the  U.F.A. 
will  be  what  it  has  always  been,  to  follow 
constructive  things,  and  not  to  make  a 
spectacular  show,  and  to  lay  all  emphasis 
on  the  practical  things  which  we  can  do 
ourselves."  This,  he  said,  did  not  mean  that 
vision  was  not  required.  But  it  was  neces- 
sary to  begin  to  build  up  from  solid  founda- 
tions, toward  the  realization  of  ideals,  not 
to  begin  with  the  upper  storeys. 

"No  matter  what  you  do,"  was  Mr. 
Wood's  final  statement  ,"this  organization  is 
the  child  of  my  heart  and  the  hope  of  my 
life,  and  no  matter  what  happens,  I  will  do 
what  I  can  for  it,  because  without  one 
shadow  of  a  doubt  this  today  Is  the  greatest 
organization  of  the  common  people  that  is 
located  on  the  outside  of  this  earth." 
A  Question  of  Minutes 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Wood's  speech 
H.  MacKenzie  asked  that  a  portion  of  the 
minutes  of  the  Central  Board's  June  meet- 
ing, at  which  plans  for  the  Wheat  Pool  were 
discussed,   be  read   to  the   Convention  as 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


MAYTAG 

Gyrafoam 
Aluminum 
Washer 

— THE— 
Fastest 

Most  Convenient 
Simplest  and 
Easiest  to  Operate 

THE     BEST  ON 
EARTH  AND  WE 
CAN  PROVE  IT 


12  Other  Models  in  between 

4  Other  Models  of  Belt  Power. 

3  Other  Models  with  Gasoline  Engines  built  in  underneath. 

5  Models  of  Electrics  for  either  city  or  farm  current. 
14  Models  in  all.   Surely  one  to  just  suit  you. 


Combination    HAND    or  BELT 
POWER. 

Very  Light  Running. 
Best  of  materials  throughout. 
No  Balance  Wheel  or  other  heavy 
apparatus  on  top  or  in  the  way 

Ask  for  full  description  and  prices 
of  the  models  you  are  inter- 
ested in,  without  any 
obligation. 

The  Maytag  Co.  Ltd. 

622  9th  Ave.W.  Phone  M2545 
CALGARY,  ALTA. 


SERVICE 

Alberta  Pacific  Grain  Company  Limited 

HEAD  OFFICE  :  CALGARY 

Branch  Offices:  WINNIPEG,  MAN.,  VANCOUVER,  B.C. 


JOHN  McFARLAND,  C  M.  HALL, 

President  and  Managing  Director.  Assistant  Manager. 
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CONVENTION  REJECTS  PROPOSAL 
TO  ESTABLISH  BANK  OWNEI> 
BY  ALBERTA  GOVERNMENT 
(Continued  from  page  17) 


other  would  be  to  borrow  money  from  the 
bankers;  a  third  would  be  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  vote  the  money.  There  were  ob- 
vious reasons  why  it  would  be  difficult  to 
sell  the  stock,  and  the  bankers  would  not 
be  eager  to  loan  money  to-  a  prospective 
competitor,  and  the  only  remaining  possi- 
bility was  to  ra-ise  the  money  by  way  of 
taxation.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  condi- 
tions, moreover,  the  new  bank  would  have 
to  begin  to  do  business  with  "financial 
cripples"  thereby  jeopardizing  its  chances  of 
success. 

The  Province,  Mr.  Irvine  pointed  out, 
would  be  compelled  in  the  near  future  to 
seek  a  loan  on  the  money  markets  of  the 
world.  Undoubtedly,  if  this  Province-owned 
bank  were  being  started,  the  financial 
credit  of  the  Province  would  be  "impaired" 
in  the  eyes  of  those  who  control  the  money 
markets,  though  the  real  credit  of  Alberta 
would  of  course  not  be  affected.  But  If  as 
a  result  of  this  action,  the  price  bid  for  Al- 
berta bonds  were  lowered.  Alberta  might 
lose  by  this  means  many  times  as  much  as 
could  be  obtained  through  banking  opera- 
tions for  years  to  come. 
Greatest  Curse  on  Back  of  Humanity 
Though  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Irvine  declared  that  there 
was  "no  greater  curse  on  the  back  of  hu- 
manity than  the  present  banking  system." 
Those  who  desired  fundamental  credit  re- 
form could  not  afford  to  face  the  likelihood 
of  failure  in  such  a  proposal  as  this.  "If 
we  fail,  it  will  discourage  all  our  efforts  to 
obtain  financial  reform  for  a  long  period  to 
come." 

"You  have  a  Government  honestly  trying 
to  give  you  what  you  want,"  said  Mr.  Irvine 
In  conclusion.  "For  this  reason  you  ought 
to  be  the  more  careful  what  you  ask  of 
them." 

P.  W.  Billwiller  remarked  that  nobody  had 
indicated  what  practical  benefit  would  be 
obtained  by  the  individual  were  the  pro- 
posed bank  to  be  established.  "Will  tiie 
farmer  without  assets  be  able  to  get  any 
more  credit?"  he  asked.  After  10  or  20 
years  the  people  of  Alberta  might  have  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  a  bank  like  the  Bank 
of  Montreal  built  up,  but  was  that  worth 
while?  "The  bank  won't  pay  our  debts,  or 
lend  us  more  money,  so  what's  the  use?" 

Following  Mr.  Ii^ine's  address,  the  "prev- 
ious question"  was  moved  from  the  floor  of 
the  Convention,  many  delegates  appearing 
anxious  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  vote.  Mr. 
Gardiner,  who  was  In  the  chair,  pointed  out 
that  a  number  of  other  speakers  wished  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  participate  In  the 
debate.  The  Convention  accordingly  ad- 
journed, at  a  late  hour  on  Tuesday  evening. 
The  remainder  of  the  discussion  took  place 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 

Wednesday's  Debate 

Rice  Sheppard,  speaking  on  Wednesday 
afternoon.  In  favor  of  the  resolution,  said 
that  there  was  no  desire  to  press  for  im- 
mediate action. 

N.  P.  Finnemore  of  WInterburn  declared, 
"We  want  one  thing,  and  one  thing  only — 
public  control  of  the  public  credit — and  this 
Is  the  first  step." 

C.  H.  MacFarquhar,  while  not  pressing  for 
the  passing  of  the  resolution,  thought  that 
some  action  should  be  taken.  It  had  been 
said  by  a  high  authority  that  "the  hand 
that  signs  the  bank  draft  rules  the  world." 
Reginald  McKenna,  former  British  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  and 
others,  had  expressed  unorthodox  views  on 
the  subject  of  credit.  The  problem  of  pro- 
duction had  been  solved.  There  was  no 
need  to  Inject  Increased  efficiency  into  the- 
Industrial  machine;  what  was  needed  was 
Increased  purchasing  power  to  Insure  dis- 
tribution. 

George  Bevlngton  Speaks 
Mr.  Bevlngton,  In  the  course  of  an  ad- 
dress on  the  resolution,  discussed  the  prin- 
ciples of  banking  and  urged  the  necessity 
for  reform.  There  had  been  a  marked 
cha?»ge  In  the  attitude  of  the  public  towarcje 


this  quo.stlon  In  recent  years,  he  said,  and 
It  was  becoming  increasingly  recognized 
that  "the  financial  evil  Is  the  great  root 
evil  out  of  which  all  other  evils  grow."  If 
the  people  desired  to  substitute  the  motive 
of  service  for  the  motive  of  profit  In  com- 
merce, they  had  got  to  own  the  system. 

Referring  to  the  publication  of  an  article 
which  he  had  written  on  "A  Provincial 
Bank",  and  which  was  published  In  the 
January  15th  issue  of  "The  U.  F.  A.",  Mr. 
Bevlngton  said  that  there  had  been  delay 
in  the  publication  of  this  because  the  Gov- 
ernment's report  on  the  resolution  passed 
last  year  had  not  been  received,  and  was 
not  received  until  the  Convention  of  1924. 

The  speaker  cited  detailed  statistics,  show- 
ing that  on  the  basis  of  the  gold  reserves, 
currency  and  Credits  had  been  built  up  to 
many  times  the  amount  of  the  reserves,  and 
he  presented  a  careful  and  Instructive  an- 
alysis of  the  existing  system.  What  he  and 
others  sought  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
monopoly,  by  powerful  centralized  interests, 
of  the  people's  credit. 

At  this  point  Ira  D.  Taylor,  from  the  floor 
of  the  Convention,  intervened  to  remark, 
"We  are  all  agreed  on  the  analysis  of  the 
credit  system;  we  want  you  to  show  that 
this  Provincial  Bank  Is  a  practicable  thing 
at  present."  Mr.  Bevlngton  replied  that  the 
resolution  offered  only  one  plan;  and  if 
another  plan  could  be  produced,  he  would 
gladly  accept  it.  "All  I  want,"  he  declared, 
"is  an  endorsement  of  the  principle  of  using 
our  own  credit." 

It  was  desired  to  use  the  Federal  Treasury 
Board  as  a  bank  of  re-discount,  securities 
being  presented,  and  notes  being  obtained  In 
exchange.  The  Provincial  Government  said 
that  on  account  of  certain  amendments  this 
was  now  harder  to  do  than  formerly.  It 
would  be  still  harder,  perhaps,  after  the 
next  session  of  the  Federal  Parliament. 

Referring  to  the  resolution,  Mr.  Bevlngton 
said,  "I  do  not  say  that  It  is  absolutely 
feasible,  but  we  can  make  it  feasible." 

Speaking  of  the  capital  required  to  enable 
a  Government-owned  bank  to  operate  on  a 
considerable  scale,  Mr.  Bevlngton  said  that 
there  were  ways  of  increasing  this  such  as 
had  been  adopted  in  Great  Britain  during 
the  war.  There  was  no  reason  why  the 
people  should  not  do  for  themselves  what 
the  banks  had  been  able  to  do.  As  to  the 
matter  of  Interest  rates,  which  had  been 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Irvine,  the  benefits  of  a 
Provlncially-owned  bank  could  be  obtained 
without  necessarily  lowering  these.  The 
public  could  certainly  pay  to  public  offi- 
cials, doing  work  for  them,  what  was  now 
paid  to  officials  over  whom  they  had  no 
control. 

Mr.  Bevington's  address  was  continued  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  when  he  discussed  Mr. 
Irvine's  arguments  against  the  resolution. 
In  reference  to  certain  statements  made  by 
the  speaker,  a  delegate  on  the  floor  of  the 
Convention  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Irvine  had  had  to  leave  for  Ottawa  on 
Tuesday  evening  and  was  therefore  not  In  a 
position  to  reply.  Mr.  Irvine,  Mr.  Bevington 
said,  was  just  as  sincere  in  the  attitude  he 
had  taken,  as  he  was  when  he  made  the  de- 
mand at  Ottawa  for  an  inquiry  into  the  basis, 
function  and  control  of  financial  credit.  No 
one  doubted  his  sincerity,  but  believed  (it 
would  appear)  that  any  institution  that 
might  be  set  up  was  only  going  to  delay 
the  arrival  of  a  period  of  misery  that  society 
was  bound  to  go  through.  The  speaker  sug- 
gested that  Mr.  Irvine's  expressed  distrust 
of  Governments  logically  would  lead  those 
who  heard  him  to  Infer  that  he  believed  m 
anarchv.  "I  don't  believe  he  believes  In 
anarchy  at  all;  I  believe  he  thinks  there  is 
a  vinue  In  Governments  and  that  Govern- 
ments can  do  things,"  Mr.  Bevlngton  added. 
Mr.  Irvine  was  mainly  interested  in 
general  principles  of  which  he  was  an 
able  exponent.  But  he  did  not  know  how 
much  capital  was  required  to  start  a  char- 
tered bank.  He  gave  $250,000  as  the  figure, 
whereas  the  act  called  for  $500,000. 

Mr.  Irvine  had  stated  that  Government- 
owned  Institutions  were  not  so  efficiently 
conducted  as  those  which  were  not  Govern- 
ment-owned. Against'  this  Mr.  Bevington 
cited  the  post  office,  the  educational  sys- 
tem, the  national  railways,  which  had  been 
taken  over  because  private  ownership  proved 
inefficient,  and  the  control  of  various  Indus- 
tries by  the  Government  during  the  wax. 


Referring  to  Mr.  Irvine's  Illustration  of 
the  engine,  which,  running  on  the  same 
track  as  others  reached  the  same  destina- 
tion, Mr.  Bevlngton  declared  that  if  one 
engine  were  stopped  at  every  station,  and 
toll  taken  from  it,  while  in  the  case  of  the 
other  "nobody  gets  his  fingers  into  the 
goods,"  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
ference In  efficiency.  As  to  the  suggestion 
that  Governments  did  not  reduce  codts  of 
business  operations.  Premier  Greenfield  him- 
self had  submitted  figures  showing  that  the 
Alberta  Government  had  been  able  to  make 
reductions. 

Governments  and  Efficiency 

"Mr.  Irvine  says,  'If  you  don't  change  the 
whole  system  you  can  change  nothing.' 
What  does  that  mean?— Revolution?"  asked 
the  speaker. 

The  Government  had  indicated  that  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  establishment  of 
a  Provincial  Bank  were  insurmountable. 
What  was  wanted  was  a  knowledge  of  the 
whole  situation.  There  was  not  a  man  who 
did  not  want  credit  reform  If  he  could  get 
It.  It  was  not  desired  to  force  on  the  Gov- 
ernment action  which  they  felt  they  could 
not  take. 

Speaking  in  opposition  to  the  resolution, 
S.  S.  Sears  said  that  if  an  attempt  were 
made  to  carry  It  Into  effect,  the  security 
of  the  Province  would  be  more  and  more 
Impaired.  The  resolution,  if  passed,  would 
be  tantamount  to  a  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Government,  and  would  mean 
an  election  on  the  subject  of  the  I'rovincial 
Bank,  which  would  divide  the  forces  of  the 
U.  F.  A.  and  be  the  finest  thing  possible 
for  the  enemy.  Mr.  Bevington's  suggestion 
that  Mr.  Irvine  did  not  know  what  capital 
was  required  to  start  a  chartered  bank  was 
altogether  unfair.  As  was  well  known,  the 
capital  required  was  $500,000,  but  of  this 
only  $250,000  was  required  to  be  paid  up. 
President  Wood 

"We  have  been  hearing  a  great  many 
experts  on  this  subject,"  said  Mr.  Wood, 
"but  if  the  proposed  bank  were  established 
and  brought  into  operation,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  see  where  I  could  get  a  dollar's 
worth  of  benefit  out  of  it. 
^  "Mr.  Irvine's  address,"  said  the  President, 
"was  the  best  address  on  the  Provincial 
Bank  question  that  I  have  ever  heard." 
The  establishment  of  a  bank  by  the'  Prov- 
ince, Mr.  Irvine  had  declared,  would  not 
touch  the  fundamental  problems  of  finance. 
"I  believe,"  said  Mr.  Wood,  "that  not  only 
is  the  establishment  of  this  bank  not  funda- 
mental to  the  solution  of  the  financial  prob- 
lems, but  also  that  the  financial  question  Is 
not  fundamental  to  the  solution  of  our 
present  social  problems." 

Weakness  In  Industrialism 

Under  the  present  industrial  system  con- 
ditions could  never  be  made  right.  To  sug- 
gest that  they  could  be  rectified  by  re- 
organizing the  money  system,  was  compar- 
able to  suggesting  that  a  car,  whose  engine 
was  in  bad  repair,  could  be  made  to  run  by 
changing  the  gasoline.  It  was  evident  that 
the  farmers  were  in  a  bad  state  financially. 
Was  this  because  they  could  not  contract 
more  debts,  or  was  it  because  they  could 
not  pay  the  debts  they  had  already  con- 
tracted? The  reason  they  could  not  pay 
their  debts  was  because  the  price  they  re- 
ceived for  their  produce  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  price  of  the  products  they 
had  to  buy.  Money  was  master  of  indus- 
trialism, not  because  of  the  inherent 
strength  of  money,  but  because  of  the  weak- 
ness at  present  in  the  industrial  system. 

The  price  of  farm  products,  when  the 
period  of  deflation  came,  was  deflated  50 
per  cent.  In  six  months.  Why  were  not 
other  products — finished  products — similarly 
deflated?  The  reason  was  that  the  farmers 
had  no  power  to  resist  deflation,  while  those 
who  manufactured  and  sold  finished  prod- 
ucts had.  In  proportion  as  the  power  to  re- 
sist was  developed,  deflation  would  be  held 
back,  but  not  by  the  manipulation  of  money. 
To  vary  the  metaphor  of  the  car  with  en- 
gine trouble.  Industry  was  like  a  freak 
vehicle,  half  of  which  was  ox-cart,  and  the 
other  half  automobile — agriculture  being  the 
ox-cart.  This  kind  of  vehicle  could  never 
run,  and  a  magician  who  declared  that  the 
trouble  was  in  the  use  of  the  wrong  kind 
of  gasoline,  did  not  indicate  the  remedy. 
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There  were,  said  President  "Wood,  things 
that  could  be  done — and  done  by  the  farmers 
themselves — toward  the  ending  of  the  pre- 
sent economic  unbalance.  The  most  impor- 
tant step  so  far  taken  in  this  direction,  was 
the  organization  of  a  Wheat  Pool.  When 
the  farmers  had  as  much  to  say  about  the 
price  of  what  they  sold  as  others  had  to 
say  about  the  price  of  the  things  the  farmer 
had  to  buy,  much  would  have  been  accom- 
plished towards  the  restoration  of  the  ne- 
cessary level  of  prices.  When  the  primary 
producer  had  developed  sufficient  salesman- 
ship efficiency,  the  Industrial  system  as  a 
whole  could  be  made  efficient  and  money 
forced  to  serve  industrialism. 

Such  a  resolution  as  the  one  before  the 
Convention,  Mr.  Wood  declared,  was  liable 
to  lead  to  disaster,  under  the  conditions 
now  prevailing  in  the  Province.  If  the 
farmers  really  want  it,  the  only  sane  course 
would  be  to  wait  until  conditions  had  been 
readjusted.  In  view  of  the  situation  as  out- 
lined by  the  Government  in  their  report, 
made  after  careful  Investigation,  the  pass- 
ing of  the  resolution  would  be  eqaivalent  to 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence.  "Are  we  jus- 
tified in  passing  such  a  vote?  Be  careful 
what  you  do.  If  you  do  not  understand 
what  you  are  doing  and  why  you  are  doing 
It,  don't  do  It.  No  farmers'  organization 
ever  before  survived  political  action.  Today 
in  Alberta,  after  taking  political  action,  our 
organization  is  stronger  than  it  has  ever 
been  before.  For  God's  sake,  don't  run  it 
blindly  headlong  on  to  the  rocks!" 

The  Substitute  Resolution 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion  George 
Bevington  asked  leave  to  present  a  substi- 
tute resolution.  This  was  accepted  by  the 
chairman,  and  Its  adoption  moved  by  A.  L. 
Blue.    It  was  in  the  following  terms: 

"Resolved,  that  in  order  to  maintain 
unity,  co-operation  and  co-ordination  of  ef- 
fort along  the  lines  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Banking  and  Credit,  we  deem 
it  advisable  to  postpone  action  upon  the 
resolution  until  such  time  as  action  for  or 
against  the  proposals  shall  have  the  support 
of  a  substantial  majority,  and  thus  produce 
the  best  results  from  the  combined  efforts 
of  all  our  membership; 

"And  further,  that  the  Board  be  Instructed 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  co-operate  with 
a  committee  of  the  Provincial  Government 
to  study  the  subject  and  prepare  a  report 
with  recommendations  to  be  presented  to 
the  next  Annual  Convention." 

Mr.  Bevington  contended  that  if  one  of 
the  factors  In  Industry  were  not  efficient, 
the  problem  of  Industry  could  not  be  solved, 
and  that  it  would  be  Impossible  to  obtain 
proper  adjustments  so  long  as  there  was  a 
lack  of  balance  In  the  financial  system.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  run  a  perfect  ma- 
chine without  gasoline.  "Tou  will  find  your 
Wheat  Pool  at  a  certain  stage  no  more  suc- 
cessful than  your  Grain  Growers'  Grain 
Company,"  he  said. 

President  Wood,  speaking  on  the  substi- 
tute motion,  said  he  would  like  the  Conven- 
tion to  have  an  opportunity  to  express  its 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  question  of  the 
Provincial  Bank  Itself. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  the  substitute 
motion  being  first  defeated  by  a  decisive 
majority,  and  the  main  resolution  Itself  re- 
ceiving little  more  than  a  handful  of  votes. 


NOTICE   TO   WHEAT  POOL 
MEMBERS 

Wheat  Pool  members  can  do  much 
to  expedite  the  work  of  the  Head  Of- 
fice of  the  Pool  and  avoid  possibility 
of  confusion  In  the  records  by  In- 
structing Elevator  Operators  and  oth- 
ers to  always  write  the  member's 
name  In  the  same  way  In  which  his 
contract  was  signed.  For  Instance 
where  a  Grower  signs  his  contract 
"B.  F.  Brown"  his  Growers'  Certifi- 
cates should  be  filled  out  in  the  name 
of  "B.  F.  Brown"  and  not  Bruce 
Brown  or  Fred  Brown,  etc.  Insist  on 
legible  writing.  Also,  In  case  of  new 
contracts,  PRINT  the  Grower's  name 
in  the  space  provided  on  the  contract. 

Will  all  readers  of  this  paper  please 
act  on  this  suggestion  and  pass  the 
Idea  on  to  other  Pool  members  who 
do  not  take  "The  U.  F.  A." 


FINANCIAL 
STRENGTH 


THE  principles  upon  which  a  bank  is  founded, 
the  number  of  years  it  has  been  in  operation, 
and  the  policy  followed  during  those  years — 
these  features,  combined  with  its  present  standing, 
form  the  criterion  of  the  strength  of  the  bank. 

The  Bank  of  Montreal  began  business  in  1817  with 
a  capital  of  ^350,000.  For  over  a  century  it  has  fol- 
lowed a  conservatively-aggressive  policy.  Today  its 
capital  and  reserve  fimd  total  ^54,500,000  and  its 
total  assets  are  in  excess  of  ^50,000,000. 


BANK  OF 
MONTREAL 

Established  over  100  years 


Order  Your 
Farm  Help  Now 

IN  VIEW  of  the  great  demand  for  farm  help  existing  in 
Canada,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  will  continue  its  Farm 
Help  Service  during  1924  and  will  enlarge  its  scope  to  in- 
clude women  domestics  and  boys. 

THE  COMPANY  is  in  touch  with  large  numbers  of  good  farm 
laborers  in  Great  Britain,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  France, 
Holland,  Switzerland  and  other  European  countries  and  through 
its  widespread  organization  can  promptly  fill  applications  for 
help  received  from  Canadian  farmers. 

In  order  to  have  the  help  reach  Canada  in  time  for  the  Spring 
operations  farmers  needing  help  should  arrange  to  get  their 
applications  in  early,  the  earlier  the  better,  as  naturally  those 
applications  which  are  received  early  will  receive  first  attention. 

Blank  application  forms  and  full  information  regarding  the 
service  may  be  obtained  from  any  C.P.R.  agent  or  from  any 
of  the  officials  listed  below.  THE  SERVICE  IS  ENTIRELY 
FREE  OF  CHARGE. 

THE  CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY 

Department  of  Colonization  and  Development 

iWlNNIPEG. — M.  E.  Thornton,  Superintendent  of  Colonization 

T.  S.  Acheson,  General  Agricultural  Agent 
SASKATOON.— W.  J.  Gcrow.  Land  Agent 

H.  F.  Komor,  Special  Colonization  Agent 
CALGARY. — ^T.  O.  F.  Herzer,  Asst.  to  Supt.  of  Colonization 
EDMONTON.— J.  Miller.  Land  Agent 
MONTREAL. — ^J.  Dongall,  General  Agricultural  Agent 
Q.  La  Due  Norwood,  Land  Agent 


E.  G.  WHITE, 

Assistant  Commissioner. 


S.  S.  BENNIS, 

Chief  Commissioner. 


McCANNEL  BROS.  &  CO. 
Chartered  Accountant* 
Audita        Syatems  Inveatlgatlona 
Calgary   •    217  Dominion  Bank  BIdg. 

Pbone  M5770 
Edmonton    -    -    -    210  McL«od  BIdf. 
Phone  6279 


Dr.  C.  E.  Messenger 

CHIROPRACrOB 
Ckronic  Cases  a  Specialty 
X-Ray  Laboratory  in  Offic« 

Third    Floor,    Leeson-Llneham  Block 
CALGARY 


It  will  help  to  say  you  saw  it  in  'The  U.F.A.* 
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AskThat*'TheU.F.A." 
Be  Published  Weekly 
During  the  Session 

Resolutions  on  Official  Organ  Discussed 
by  Convention — Members  Desire 
Enlargement — The  Question  of 
Revenue. 


A  desire  for  the  enlargement  of 
"The  U.  F.  A."  and  its  publication, 
when  possible,  as  a  weekly,  was  express- 
ed at  the  Annual  Convention,  and  several 
resolutions  bearing  upon  this  matter 
were  dealt  with.  The  first  of  these, 
which  was  carried  unanimously,  asked 
that  those  responsible  "enlarge  the  paper 
as  their  finances,  circumstances  and  cor- 
respondence would  justify." 

The  Committee's  Report. 

The  Newspaper  Conomittee's  repoi-t 
presented  by  Mr.  Scholefield,  the  Vice- 
president,  showed  a  surplus  for  the  elev- 
en months  ending  with  the  financial 
year  of  the  Association,  November  30th, 
of  $476.80,  a  reserve  of  $531.22  having 
been  set  aside  to  provide  against  pos- 
sible losses  due  to  the  failure  of  the  Home 
Bank,  in  which  "The  U.F.A."  funds  were 
kept,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  but  for 
this  necessity  the  surplus  for  the  period 
would  have  been  $1,008.02,  which,  it  was 
stated,  compared  very  favorably  with  the 
surplus  of  $914.96  earned  by  the  paper 
during  the  previous  year. 

The  report  also  stated  that  the  total 
subscriptions  paid  to  the  paper  were  ap- 
proximately the  same  in  amount  as  the 
expenditure  in  1921  in  the  preparation 
of  election  pamphlets,  directors'  bulle- 
tins, etc.;  that  these  reached  only  a  limi- 
ted number  of  members,  through  direct- 
ors and  Local  secretaries,  and  that  they 
were  issued  spasmodically,  whereas  the 
paper,  at  about  the  same  cost,  was  able 
to  multiply  many  times  the  quantity  of 
reading  matter  sent  out  by  the  Associa- 
tion. Instead  of  a  few,  practically  the 
whole  membership  was  thus  reached.  It 
was  stated  that  since  Mr.  Higginboth- 
am's  resignation  the  committee  has 
placed  upon  the  editor  responsibility  for 
the  departments  formerly  under  Mr. 
Higginbotham  as  business  manager. 

With  reference  to  the  suggested  en- 
largement, it  was  pointed  out  by  the 
editor  that  this  was  entirely  dependent 
upon  increased  revenue,  and  that  as 
large  a  paper  as  finances  would  permit 
was  already  being  published.  One  ad- 
ditional issue  per  year  would  almost 
swallow  up  the  surplus. 

"I  believe  that  if  we  put  more  space 
into  this  paper  we  should  charge  our- 
selves a  little  more,  and  I  am  willing  to 
charge  myself  $10  a  year  to  scatter  the 
same  kind  of  matter  all  through  the 
Dominion,  the  same  as  the  Manufactur- 
ers' Association  do,"  said  one  delegate. 
"We  will  get  results  without  giving  more 
instructions,  by  giving  the  paper  more 
financial  backing."  Another  sug- 
gested that  subscription  of  $2  should  be 
paid  to  the  newspaper,  over  and  above 
the  $2  paid  to  the  Association.  Carl 
Axelson  declared,  "We  must  provide  the 
finances.  The  only  way  is  for  us  to  dig 
up  a  subscription  that  will  give  us  as 
large  a  paper  as  we  want." 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  sub- 
ject of  increased  space  for  correspon- 
dence. The  editor  stated  that  letters 
were  being  used,  wherever  possible,  and 
that  an  invitation  to  members  to  con- 
tribute I-^d  been  issued  by  the  Central 
Board  in  June  last. 


A  motion  by  Carl  Axelson  that  the 
paper  be  issued  weekly,  and  that  $1.50 
should  be  devoted  to  the  paper  was 
lost,  after  it  had  been  pointed  out  that 
this  would  mean  an  increase  of  $1  in  the 
membership  fee. 

Ask  Weekly  •  During  Session. 
The  following  resolution  was  carried: 
"In  view  of  the  biassed  reports  being  dis- 
seminated by  the  daily  press  of  the  Province 
concerning  public  affairs,  both  Federal  and 
Provincial; 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  request 
our  U.  F.  A.  Executive  to  have  the  U.  F.  "A. 
paper  published  weekly,  if  possible,  during 
the  session  of  the  Legislature,  that  a  special 
reporter  be  placed  in  the  House  at  that  time, 
and  that  a  full  and  unbiassed  report  be  pub- 
lished therein." 

The  mover  of  the  resolution  quoted 
statistics  of  cost,  to  the  effect  that  a 
small  sum  per  member  per  month  would 
be  adequate  to  defray  expenses. 
The  Question  of  Revenue 

The  following  resolution  was  then 
moved  and  seconded: 

"Whereas,  this  Convention  has  gone  on 
record  as  desiring  an  increase  in  the  size 
of  our  official  organ,  'The  U.  F.  A.',  but  has 
made  no  provision  for  increased  revenue, 

"Whereas,  the  present  revenue  will  not 
permit  of  any  increase  in  size,  or  publica- 
tion of  the  paper  as  a  weekly; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Con- 
vention recommend  that  the  Central  Board 
devise  ways  and  means  of  increasing  the 
revenue  obtained  by  the  paper  from  the 
membership,  and  we  suggest  for  the  Board's 
consideration  the  following  plan: 

"That  all  Federal,  Provincial  and  District 
Associations,  and  Locals,  be  urged  to  pur- 
chase non-interest  bearing  stock  in  'The 
U.  F.  A.',  in  return  for  which  a  certificate 
might  be  issued,  similar  to  that  given  for 
Life  Membership." 

Upon  a  vote  being  taken  the  resolu- 
tion was  lost. 

A  vote  of  appreciation  to  those  re- 
sponsible for  the  paper  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Another  resolution  adopted  asked  that 
the  report  on  light  railways  presented 
by  Mr.  Stevens  be  published  in  the  paper; 
and  another  recommended  that  District 
and  Constituency  Associations  or  Boards 
of  those  Associations  should,  immediate- 
ly foUovidng  their  conventions  or  Board 
meetings,  send  in  their  resolutions  for 
publication  in  "The  U.F.A." 

A  further  resolution  adopted,  specified 
that  the  amount  left  over  from  the  Con- 
vention pool  of  railway  transportation 
expenses,  should  be  spent  in  providing  a 
more  comprehensive  report  of  the  Con- 
vention in  "The  U.F.A."  than  could 
otherwise  be  given. 

 0  

Oliver's  Question  Is 
Quickly  Answered 
by  Alberta  Members 

During  the  course  of  an  address  before 
the  U.F.A.  Convention,  Premier  Oliver  of 
British  Columbia  asked  "where  the  Pro- 
gressive members  were,"  when,  in  1922, 
he  was  in  Ottawa  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  freight  rate  reductions  on  the 
Western  route. 

U.F.A.  members  of  the  House,  who 
were  asked  to  reply,  responded,  D.  W. 
Warner  M.P.  and  Alfred  Speakman,  M. 
P.  being  first  called  upon.  Mr.  Speakman 
pointed  out  that  the  question  of  Western 
rates  was  not  before  the  House  at  that 
time,  but  only  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass 
Agreement,  for  the  restoration  of  which 
they  were  fighting,  while  Mr.  Oliver  was 
seeking  to  interest  the  Railway  Commis- 
sion in  the  Western  rates. 

"We  took  the  ground  in  the  House 


that  we  would  get  what  we  could  at  that 
time,  in  fighting  for  what  was  actually 
before  the  House,"  said  Mr.  Speakman. 
"The  matter  of  Western  rate  reductions 
was  not  before  Parliament;  otherwise  we 
would  have  fought  for  these  reductions 
too." 

The  Convention  applauded  loudly  when 
Mr.  Conner,  one  of  the  delegates,  remark- 
ed, "I  would  suggest  to  Mr.  Oliver  that 
he  send  a  solid  delegation  of  Progressive 
members  to  Ottawa  from  B.C.  at  the 
next  election — ^if  he  does  we  shall  be 
able  to  get  all  that  we  need." 

Opposed  Restoration  of  Agreement. 

J.  T.  Shaw,  M.P.,  who  spoke  later,  de- 
clared that  when  Premier  Oliver  was  in 
Ottawa,  the  Progressives  were  standing 
"shoulder  to  shoulder  in  support  of  the 
Crow's  Nest  Pass  Agreement,"  which 
was  the  only  safeguard  the  Prairie  Prov- 
inces had  against  the  prohibitive  raising 
of  freight  rates,  and  that  they  won  in 
the  face  of  the  railways,  and  Premier 
Oliver  himself.  The  complaint  of  iirit- 
ish  Columbia  on  Western  rates  was  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  inquiry.  Mr. 
McGeer,  one  of  Premier  Oliver's  minis- 
ters, according  to  official  records,  was 
suggesting  at  this  time  that  "the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass  Agreement  be  suspended  or 
abrogated."  The  restoration  of  the 
agreement  saved  over  $25,000,000.00  to 
Western  farmers  on  grain  shipments  in 

one  season. 
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ALBERTA  ASSEMBLY  OPENS— CO-OPER- 
ATIVE MARKETING  AND  P.  R. 

A  session  of  the  Alberta  Provincial  As- 
sembly which  promises  to  be  fruitful  in 
legislation  for  the  encouragement  of  co- 
operative marketing  enterprise,  and  in  other 
measures  of  first  class  importance.  Includ- 
ing provision  for  proportional  representation 
and  the  single  transferable  vote  in  one- 
member  constituencies,  as  outlined  in  the 
U.  P.  A.  Declaration  of  Principles,  was 
opened  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Brett  in 
Edmonton  on  Monday,  January  28th. 
 0  

THE    UNITED    FARMERS    OF  AL- 
BERTA IN  SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 
(Continued  from  page  19) 

there  was  some  suspicion  as  to  what  these 
minutes  contained.  Mr.  MacKenzie  was  in- 
vited to  come  to  the  platform  and  examine 
the  minutes  himself,  and  He  selected  a  pass- 
age in  which  President  Wood  expressed 
serious  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  organ- 
izing the  Pool  in  time  for  the  1923  crop. 
"Lack  of  doubt  at  that  time,"  the  President 
remarked,  "could  have  been  founded  only  on 
ignorance  of  the  situation." 

The  result  of  the  ballot  was  announced 
later  in  the  afternoon,  by  R.  Gates  of  Oyen, 
in  behalf  of  the  scrutineers,  it  being 
stated  that  Mr.  Wood  was  elected  on  the 
first  count.  The  detailed  figures  were  not 
given  at  the  time,  but  these  were  subse- 
quently published  in  the  press,  and  showed 
that  Mr.  Wood  received  429  votes,  Mr.  Bev- 
ington  44,  Mr.  Harris  12  and  Mr.  Jackman 
11.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackman  the  election 
was  made  unanimous.  The  scrutineers  were 
Rufus  Gates,  Oyen;  A.  W.  Miller,  Rocky- 
ford;  J.  K.  Sutherland,  Hanna;  G.  E.  Roose, 
Gamrose  and  J.  C.  Buckley,  Gleichen. 
(To  be  continued) 


THE  CREDIT  PROBLEM 
"Purchasing  Power  and  the  World 
Problem,"  is  the  title  of  a  valuable 
pamphlet  on  the  financial  problem  is- 
sued by  William  Irvine  M.P.  within 
the  past  few  weeks.  Mr.  Irvine  de- 
clares that  "failure  to  distribute  goods 
Is  the  chief  cause  of  the  industrial 
chaos  of  modern  times,"  and  that  to 
assure  proper  distribution  a  new  credit 
system  must  be  devised.  Copies  of  the 
pamphlet,  price  five  cents  each,  can  be 
obtained  from  the  U.F.A.  Central  Of- 
fice. 
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FARM  LANDS 


OREGON— NOW!     GROWING  SEASON  200 

days.  All  grain  and  hay  crops,  fruit  and 
vegetables  produced.  Dairying  and  poul- 
try excel  because  of  mild  climate,  short 
winter,  perpetual  green  feed.  Several 
world's  recoids  for  butter  fat  and  egg 
production.  Largest  livestock  and  pack- 
ing house  center  on  Pacific  coast.  Un- 
told wealth  in  timber,  waterpower  and 
agrlcultui-e  now  being  developed.  Port- 
land is  world's  largest  lumber  port. 
Thousands  of  acres  of  fertile  land,  irri- 
gated and  non-irrigated,  ready  for  im- 
mediate settlement.  Price  low  as  ?50  per 
acre.  Grazing  lands  $10  per  acre. 
OWN  A  HOME  HERE— Where  you  are 
free  from  extremes  of  heat  and  cold.  For 
free  illustrated  literature  and  full  partic- 
ulars write  Oregon  State  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Dept.  18,  Oregon  Bldg.,  Port- 
land, Oregon. 

IRRIGABLE  FARMS  FOR  SALE  OR  RENT. 

You  can  farm  profitably  on  Irrigable 
land  in  Southern  Alberta  because  the 
soil  Is  fertile,  the  water  supply  is  ample 
and  the  climate  is  favorable.  Therefore 
crops  are  sure.  All  kinds  of  livestock 
thrive.  Whole  or  partly  irrigated  farms 
can  be  bought  at  prices  ranging  from  $12 
to  $30  per  acre,  plus  irrigation  costs,  or 
can  be  rented  on  favorable  terms  with 
an  option  to  purchase  later.  Near  towns, 
railways,  markets,  schools.  Get  further 
information  from  the  IRRIGATION 
COUNCIL  OF  ALBERTA,  117  Provincial 
Building,  Lethbridge. 

320   ACRES,   OLDS   DISTRICT— SELL  IM- 

provement  plan,  no  cash  payment  3 
years.    Wittichen's  Limited,  Calgary. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


TROUT  FROM  COLD  LAKE,  DRESSED,  100 
lbs.,  $10.00;  Whitefish,  $8.00,  f.o.b.  ship- 
ping point,  cash  with  ordei".  Write  for 
prices  delivered.  Z.  A.  Lefebvre,-  Cold 
Lake,  Alberta. 


LIVESTOCK 


BREEDERS    OF    LIVE    STOCK— WE  CAN 

help  you.    Write  today  for  booklet — it's 
free.    Winnipeg  Veterinary  and  Breeders' 
«      Supply  Co.  Ltd.,  Alberta  Office,  128  8th 
Ave.  West,  Calgary. 

FELIX  OHBERG,  AMISK,  ALTA.,  BREED- 

er  of  Belgian  horses.    Stallions  for  sale 

FOR  EXCHANGE— REGISTERED  SHORT- 

horn  bull,  sure  and  gentle.  Pekin  ducks 
wanted.    O.  J.  Scott,  Travers,  Alta. 

FOR    SALE  —  REGISTERED  HOLSTEIN 

bull  coming  five  years,  $75.00.  Would 
exchange.  Write  O.  E.  Jones,  Cross- 
field,  Alta. 


Poultry!  Poultry!  Poultry! 

Don't  keep  your  Hen  House 
crowded.      Sell    your  non- 
producing  stock. 

Extra  prices  will  be  paid  for  well 
bred  live  birds  from  Feb.  15th. 

Ship  Direct  to 

SAM  SHEININ 

Licensed  and  Bonded. 
Public  Market,  Calgary 


CANCE 


and  Tumors  successfully  treated 
(removed)  without  knife  or  pain. 
All  work  guaranteed,  Vome,  or 
write  tor  tree  Sanatorium  book 
Dr.WILUAMS  SANATORIUM 
3023  UiuT«r»ityAT.,Miiiiie«poli»,Mian. 


Classified  Advertising 
Section 


WANT,  SALE  AND  EXCHANGE 
COLUMNS 
CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS  are 
inserted  in  this  section  for  three 
cents  per  word  per  Insertion.  Count 
each  Initial  as  a  full  word,  also  count 
each  set  of  four  figures  as  a  full 
word.  Orders  for  classified  adver- 
tisements must  be  accompanied  by 
cash,  and  must  reach  us  at  least 
eight  days  in  advance  of  dates  of 
publication,  which  are  the  1st  and 
15th  of  each  month.  Cancellations 
must  also  reach  us  eight  days  In  ad- 
vance. 

Address  all  correspondence  to  "The  U. 
F.A."  Lougheed  Bldg.,  Calgary,  Alta. 


SEED  GRAIN 


SELLING    2,000    LBS.    OF  SUNFLOWER 

seed,  10  cents  lb.,  bags  included,  F.O.B. 
Monitor  or  Cereal.  R.  Thornton,  Sedalla, 
Alta. 


WANTED— GRASS  SEEDS— BROME,  TIM- 

othy,  sweet  clover.  Car  lots  and  less. 
Send  samples  and  prices.  McNab,  Young, 
Barclay  Seed  Co.  Ltd.,  Calgary,  Alta. 


LEGAL. 


A.  T.MODE 

Barrister,  Solicitor         Notary  Public 

MONEY  TO  LOAN 

220-221   Kitchen   Block,  101«t  Street 
EDMONTON 


Woods,  Sherry,  Collisson  &  Field 
Woods,  Sherry,  Macalister  &  Craig 

Barristers,  Solicitors,  Notaries 
S.  B.  Woods,  K.C.;  J.  C.  Sherry;  J.  T. 
J.    Collisson;    S.    W.    Field,   K.C.;  J. 
M&callster;  W.  D.  Craig;  and  J.  D.  O. 

MothersUl. 
Ninth  Floor,  McLeod  Bldg.,  Edmonton 


W.  H.  SELLAR 
Barrister  and  Solicitor 
218a  8TH  AVENUE  W.,  CALGARY 
Phone  M7405  Res.  W1783 


LEGAL  AND  PATENTS 


FORD,  MILLER  &  HARVIE,  BARRISTERS, 

Solicitors  and  Patent  Attorneys  and 
Agents  for  all  countries,  207  Alberta 
Corner,  Calgary.  Patent  drawings  and 
applications  prepared  by  our  own  staff, 
ensurinsr  secrecy  and  prompt  service. 


POULITIY  AND  EGGS 


BARRED     ROCK     COCKERELS,  GRAND- 

sons  of  Lady  Ada  (290  eggs),  $7.50  and 
$10.00,  according  to  quality;  other  cock- 
erels of  200  egg  strain,  $5.00.  Some 
splendid  pullets  $3.00  each.  H.  Hlggin- 
botham,  Calgary. 


FOR      SALE— CHOICE      BARRED  ROCK 

cockerels,  $3.00  and  $5.00  each.  Bourbon 
Red  turkey  toms,  $7.00,  bred  from  high- 
est quality  stock.  Hughes  Bros.,  R.R.  1, 
Didsbury,  Alta. 


PURE  BRED  SINGLE  COMB  RHODE  is- 
land red  cockerels  from  Government  In- 
spected pen,  $4.00.  Single  comb  Ancona 
cockerels,  Shepard  strain,  $2.50.  Indian 
runner  drakes,  fawn  and  white.  Berry 
strain,  $3.00.  Mrs.  A.  E.  White,  Nanton, 
Alta. 


WHITE   WYANDOTTE   COCKERELS,  SIX 

only,  from  eggs  imported  from  No.  1  pen 
Dixon's  Poultry  Farm,  Worcester,  Eng- 
land. Crossed  Cam  and  Worcester  Poul- 
try Farm.  Early  May  hatched  pullets 
same  pen  laying  regularly  last  two 
months.  Fine  vigorous  birds.  Price 
$6.00,  $10.00  for  two.  S.  Humphries, 
Morrin,  Alta. 


PURE    BRED    BARRED    ROCK  COCKER. 

els,  bred  from  our  selected  winter  lay- 
ers and  Manitoba  Agricultural  College 
cockerels  of  203  to  263  egg  stock.  EUerby 
Bros.,  Throne,  Alta. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTE  COCKERELS  FROM 

government  selected  stock,  also  a  few 
hatched  from  eggs  from  John  S.  Martin's 
best  Dorcas  matings  $5  to  $10  each.  Sat- 
isfaction or  money  back.  J.  A.  Larson, 
Fort  Saskatchewan,  Alta. 


EXTRA    CHOICE    WHITE  WYANDOTTE 

cockerels,  bred  to  lay,  $3.00,  or  two  $5.00. 
Jas.  A.  Wood,  Elnora,  Alta. 


NURSERY  STOCK. 

PLANT  A   BEAUTIFUL  SHELTER  BELT. 

We  offer  stock  for  a  4-row  shelter  100 
yards  long,  real  rooted  trees,  for  only 
$21.00,  express  prepaid.  For  best  results 
plant  our  hardy  acclimated  trees,  shrubs, 
fruits,  etc.  Quick  delivery.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Nurseries  on  the  open 
prairie  at  Brooks,  Alta.  The  Western 
Nursery  Co.,  621  Fifth  Ave.  West,  Cal- 
gary. 


SWINE 


SELLING  YORKSHIRES,  R.O.P.  TESTED, 

and  "Approved"  bacon  type,  bred  sows, 
gilts  and  fall  pigs.  B.  Thorlakson,  Mark- 
erville,  Alta. 


REGISTERED         YORKSHIRES  —  BRED 

gilts  and  20  months  boar.  Choice  stuff. 
Jos.  S.  Thompson,  Hayter,  Alta. 


FURNISH  SERVICE  FOR  TRAVEL 


EAST 

WEST 

SOUTH 

CANADA 

PACIFIC  COAST 

CALIFORNIA 

UNITED 

EXCURSIONS 

PACIFIC 

STATES 

New  Westminster 
Vancouver 

Victoria 

OCEAN 

OVERSEAS 

RESORTS 

Let  us  suggest  an  itinerary  for  your  winter  holiday 

TOURIST  AND  TRAVEL  BUREAU 

218  Eighth  Ave.  W.,  Calgary 
Telephone  M3626 


10002  Jasper  Ave.,  Edmonton 
Telephone  4057 
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HORSE  SHOE 


Quality  Goods  at 


BRAND  HARNESS 


Mail  Order  Prices 


No.  623  Harness 


No.  623 — A  genuine  Horse  Shoe 
Brand,  fully  guaranteed  harness. 
Every  strap  heavy  No.  1  stock. 
Bridles  with  %  inch  cheeks;  lines 
1  inch  best  grade,  doubled  at  the 
cross  checks;  traces,  2  inch  two-ply 
of  primest  trace  leather  with  three 
rows  of  stitching,  the  best  farm  trace 
made;  heavy  back  pad  and  extra 
heavy  ball  top  steel  hames. 

Strictly  first-class  throughout. 

Per  set  $45.85 


No.  622— Not  a  Horse  Shoe  Brand 
but  a  very  special  value  in  a  medium 
grade,  reliable  harness;  %  inch 
bridles;  flexible  back  pads;  inch 
breast  straps  and  martingales;  traces 
134  inch  three-ply  with  three  rows  of 
stitching;  complete,  less  collars.  Per 
set  S32.50 

No.  620 — Harness  as  above  but 
with  regular  length  traces—  Per 
set  -  $36.55 


No.  622  Harness 


No.  92 


No.  92 — A  remark- 
able value  in  a  high 
grade  Horse  Shoe 
Brand  collar.  Large 
body,  fully  thong 
stitched,  black  leather 
back  and  rim  with 
genuine  cowhide  grain 
leather  face;  very  su- 
perior to  the  ordinary 
sheepskin  or  split  lea- 
ther collar.  Each 

$4.40 

Half  Sweeney  style, 
10c  extra. 


No.  121— Double  and 
stitched  halter;  1% 
inch  throughout  with 
snap.  Horse  Shoe 
Brand,  and  guaranteed 
for  one  year.  Consid- 
ering the  quality  an 
excellent  value  at 

$1.60 


No.  121 


These  goods  may  be  had  of  your  local  dealer  in  any  town  in  Alberta,  British  Columbia  or 
Western  Saskatchewan.   Prices  F.O.B.  Calgaiy.    Look  for  the  HORSE  SHOE  BRAND. 


BUY  FROM  YOUR  LOCAL  DEALER 


THE  GREAT  WEST  SADDLERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED 


MARKET  EXAMINER  AND  AVENUE  PRESS,  CALGARY 


